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Diſſenters af IRELAND, bz 


With Reſpect both to | 2 f 


Church AND State, : { 
= In Three PARTS, vid. 


| 1 ad Hiſtorical Aue of chick Behaviour, from the 
| | Year, 1641. till this Preſent Time. 


| u. An Enumeration of ſome Particular Facts well At- HET 
teſted, Illuſtrating and Confirming what is Afficm- 1 
Ie of them in the Firſt Patt. | 


. | | he An Enquiry. into ſome Facts preſumptive, nd 
highly Probable, which may prove 2 to| |. 
our Eſtabliſhed Cenſtitution. | 
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1] FROM WHICH n „ 
| | The Truth of thoſe Facts urged againſt them in the 3 
\ Repreſentations of the LORDS, and of the Convoca- | | 

rox, is fully Proved, together with Freſh Informations | | 1 
| | givenin againſt them, __ | 


In a SecondLetter fo a a Friend: f 
| _by the Au thor of Presb Merian. Luan. LE 4 
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Author's 5 Apology for thisSecond Letter, Two ObjeFions 


This Letter divided into Three ares, via. 


J. * 5 "oh 


PART. I. 


| 746 Guru Behaviour of he Diſſeater#of Ireland from füge Kr. 


bellion,in 1641. ti tby Preſent Time traced thro" the follow- 


1 ing Periods, viz. 


From: the Beginning of that Rebellion until the Murder of * ing 

Charles I. thence to the Reſt aur ation, from Pag. 5 to p. 10. 
From the Reſt auration till the late Revolution, jrom p. 10 top. 14. 
From the r until the Paſſing” the Teſt-Ad, from p. 16 


to p. 3 


| From b the eb Ad. until this Prejen Tine, frm bas. 30; 


Mens 4s 3.955 CE N: ul * 
1 AR, WHY Kun PART: 1 b, dt 8 45% l 
V Enumeration of be Particular Fa83 wel Attefted. 


Fact 1. Of their Smods and Aſſemblies, in what: manner * 


exerciſe their Illegal Turt{diftion. : An Inſtance given of their 
 wholeProceduge in the Caſe of William Gray a Diſſenting Teach- 
er, for being Married by a Miniſter of the Etabliſned Church: 
. RefleFions' npon t the OO? Manner of their Juri en 
Ton pag. 


Fact 2. The Ee, Rulng-Elders, and the Manxer how they ap- 


ply to the People. The Eminent Danger to the Bſtabliſh'd Church, 
„ the Practice of thoſe Lay: Hlders, from p. 51 top. 555. 
Of the Seminaxy of Killaleagh, the Namber of their Ex- 
wh ns eme Reflection: thereupon, * 5 p. 55 to p. 58. 
F iQ 4. of their Writing and Preaching againſt our Form of Mar- 
riage, and their Perſecution of ſuch of their Brethren, who marry. 
according to Law, from p. 56 to p. 57. 


Fact 5. of their Miſlonaries ſent #6 cl New Comventicles in the 


_ Cities and Towns * this ry Wa A full account of ths 


| againſt the Firſt Letter anſwer d, from Pag. 1 to p. 5. 
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— — the Proceedings thereupon, with 
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Fact 7. 0/ eheir Rade — Publiſhing Books fnce' the 
x lution to corrupt the Migds of the. People, with Refinblican Ph " 
* ciples, and with Notions of Violent Refor mat ion. Scurral In 
given of ſuch Pernic ious Books Printed and Publiſhed in this 


Kingdom, from p. 67 to p. . 

Fat $, of e Trac bers of the North- of Irela — | 
_- Reoſans far their Refuſal of the. Oath of Abjuration. 
Conntenance and Support they have received from the Northern 
- Diſſenters of all Degrees and _—— Refleitions 3 
F, m Nν. N e nA n | 2 X 
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8 9. ii * & 46 PART. . oY Vein sds A MF 1 44 
| 45 Enquiry into Falts Preſumptive and highly Probabls. 
Pact t. That the Diſſenting Tearbers of the North of Ireland, 
if not the Ruling Elders, take the Solemn League and"Covenone 
before they are admitted) to Teach or Govern in their Congrega- 
tions, tbis prov'd by 10 A le Arguments. Reflections 
thereupo 1 from p. 91 ty p. N 
Feb. 3. r they bave 2 Nen, aper "ay Andeg, 
Err Riyal Bounty bf 1200 l. 
Ant. 8 Fo hat end. A 
\ - therekport, from p. 9 96. Na es | 
Nd 3. . The Com [ied th 5.8 2 . defeniert u 
their Teachers and Elders 275 means of phetr Cirtrficate. Re 
diaet upon the Danger mur Conſequency of rh, I from! go" 
: Fo p. 100. We: 
Fad 4. The Diſſinters making þ grit Alva g 
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| it net been prevented by the Interpofition of 
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ol your own Approbation. 
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ctainted Virgin in her Loyalty, which they repreſent Her. 


Received your Anſwer to my firſt Letter, and am no leſs 
leas'd with the Freedom you take, in letting me know 
the Opinions of other men, and their Objections rais'd 
againſt it, than I am with the Aſſurance you give me 


? 


* 


I am entirely of your opinion, That if there had been the 
leaſt Suſpition, that the Declaration of the Presbytery at Ban- 
gor, that of the Lord of Ards, and ſome other Records could 
have been produced; thoſe Diſſenting Teachers, whoſe Prede- 
ceffors had formerly alarm'd the People committed to their Charge, 
and blown the ſhrillet Trumpet of Rebellion from their Watch- 
Towers, would have ſcarce preſumed to ſound the Trumpet of 


their (a) Untainted Loyalty in all Turns of Government: But it (4) Vid, Ad. 


is plain, they took it for granted, that all ſuch Records of their dreſs to the 
Principles and Practices were a Secret to us, and lodged in ſuch non. Foros 
ſafe Repoſitories of their own Presbyteries and Synods, that 8 ter ian 
they could not be Diſproved, in whatever they adyanc'd of Miniſters of 
that nature to ſerve a Preſent Turn. tte dul 
And the Truth is, had it not been for thoſe Declarations, and AT 


for wat Records the Kirk of Scotland hath preſerved of the 


. N . 


Kirk of Ireland, (b) her Tounger Siſter that hath no Breaſts, She -(b) vid. 10) 
might have paſſed with us now for that Virgo Intaffa, that Un- 3 2. 

— 5 
Lon tell me, that you have with great pleaſure peruſed the i. * Fo 
Repreſentations fromthe Houſe of Lords and the Convocation ' © 
of Treland; but are iu as great pain leſt the Diſſenters ſhould be 


121 


able to diſprove at one Fact alledg'd againſt them; being fullß 


perſwaded, that upon their making appear any ſuch miſtaken 
Fact, they would, by their ſtrong and bold Averments, in a 
great meaſure blaſt the Credit of the whole. | | 

. + You are of opinion it would be for the Service of the Church, 
at this Critical Juncture to ſatisfie the Publick of the Truth of 


a1-thoſe Fate alledged againſt the Difſenters of ' Ireland in 
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thoſe Repreſentations; and you are pleaſed to preſs me to Un- 
id. rf Let, dertake r inſiſling upon a promiſe given in the Poſt- 

; of my Firſt Letter, erer ua e That 
Principles 


2. 24. ſcript 
the Ebablited Church of Ireland was ſo far fro 
Perſecution, that She has ſcarſe retained the Principles of Self. 
Preſervation. I do agree with you that this whole Affair may 
come within the compaſs of that Promiſe, which I do here un- 
dertake to perform in a Second Letter; but in order to make 
my way clear, muſt firſt beg leave. to anſwer the Two Objefti- - 
ens, which you tell me are raiſed againſt my Firſt. 
To the Firſt, viz. That the Letter ſcams to bear hard upon the 
ſent tt of Presbyterians i in this Kingdom, whoſe Loyalty was 
Uomicted both to King William in the. late Glorious Revolution, 
gud is Pill 0 Her Preſent Majeſty. 
1 Anſwer, That the Letter taxeth not the preſent Body of. 
Difſentexs, however it may ſome of their Teachers, with want 
of Loyalty ; but it juſtiy taxeth all thoſe with want of Mo- 
deſty and Sincerity; who, dare pretend te impoſe upon the 


QUEEN, and the World, with a Claim of their Drais 


| Fault in all. Turns, of Government. A Claim! which: their 
much injur'd | Anceſtors would disdain, and could they riſe in 

fannt againſt, their. Sueceſſors, would upbraid them for 

ns d them of the Glory of that Good Old Caſe, which all 

true Presbyterians in the Nation; ſrom their avowed Principles 

of. Diſeipline and Government, muſt eſpauſe, had: they a fair 

(«) A Dy Log proſſ of Recovering what theſe call- the (a) Kingdom of 

eee > Chriſt, and Hethroning Ami- Chriſt. And I date anpeal to tie 
— the Se of every Difſenting Teacher, and Ruling Elder in 

Prey. this Nation, whether they would nut at this Inſtant, (v) wir 

— Hands lift. up to tis moſt; High God, enter into the ſame Solemn 

rer v League, and Covenant to extirpate Epiſcopacy, and Monarcliy 

the Form en- alſo; (if the Prince did not concur) (as their Anceſtors of Tu 

Kg dhe Cs. tamted Loyalty had done before them) did they beliete their 

vanant. Affairs ripe for the Erection of. mack e of Fan 

in this Kingdom... | | 


To the other Obßgien, wüde ike: iind Univer. 
fal; and raiſed chiefly. by. theſe, who profes themſelves Mem- 
bers.of, and Eriends tothe Eſtabliſhed Church; pays cd 

Cr | letters 


11 4 3 1 , 
Fetter at this time, ſeem Unſeaſonable, tending to divide Pro- 
teft ants, an to create iff Blood, (as they phraſe it.) 
I Anſwer, That thoſe Gentlemen, who taiſe ſuch Objecti- 
ons, would do well to confider, who have been the Firſt Ap- 
greffors in theſe Diſputes; to enquire whether the Diffenters 
Have not been ſo cager and furious, that they would fiot ſtay 
for a Provocation, but have forced the Quartel upon us, and 
purſued it with the 1ſt, 2d, and 3d blow, | 1 
Have they not been permitted to (9) inveigh againſt Laws (a) Vid Pax 
In force; to (? traduce the Eſtabliſh*d Eccleſiaſtical Conſtituti- moo: .—— 
on in an uncharitable and fcurrulous manner; to amuſe us ge Wor F- 
with falſe (c) Principles, and averr publickly, that thoſe precious (e) Vid. Ad- 
Seeds of Diſcipline, which even their own Records, and all Areſs in 1708. 
Hiſtorians inform us, were naturally productive of the Bry- 
ars and Thorns of Anarchy and Rebellion, brought forth no- 
thing in all Turns of Government, but the Royal Oaks of (d) (i) Ibidem, 
Vntainted Lojalty. © hel Dan} TIT | 
Shall a bold Champion of the Good Old Cauſe, even in the 
prefence of the Queen, ſtep forth, and challenge any of Her 
Majeſty's Subjects to joyn Iffue with him, to ſhew from the 
Records of Former Times, where ever the Diſſenters of Fre- PR i 
land were (ey concerned in any Rebellious, Aſſociations, Plotr, or e 3 
Fick ions againſt the Prince 5 and impudently aſſert, That they 0 the — A 
were the Support of the Royal Cauſe and Party in this Nati- 5. g dh 
on, in the Rebelliorof Forty One? Shall we again hear this 
Chaltenge Seconded by tile univerſal Voice of all the Presbyte. 
rian Teachersof the North of 1reland in their 'Addrefs to the | 
Queen, in Which they aſſert (F) their Untainted Loyalty in al (f vid. Ad- 
Turns of Government And muſt he, who accepts of the dreſs to _ 
Challenge be raiꝰd at and abus'd; not only by his Enemies but Beg. 4, 
his pretended Friends, as 4 Sower of Sedition, a violent Man, a 
Taeobite, Bc. Becauſe he dbth not ſtand by, and ſufferſuch groſs 
and palpable Abuſes to paſs upon the World. 
If this will not be nuch as a ſufficient Apology, I will an- 
ſwer further in the Words of Dr. Surcliff, who in the Reign 
of Queen Elizabeth wrote againſt a Petition directed to the 
Queen by the Conſiſtorian Faction of that Age: This Petition 
was, with great Aſſurances of Loyal Principles, to deſire from 
Her Majeſty nothing leſs than 1 Subverſion of rr 
: | 2 CE. t 


- 


\ * ” 
. = 
q F CES — — — - ——— 
: , * 8 * = . — — * e = 
FFP. ⁵⁰ or EG ˙A gt oe > ceo I „ — 4 1 — — 

ed — * 2 

R . —— — - F » > * en - % 4 af ICITS FS wo, * At - 4 x65, nf — * * . 4 is > 4 — TP. 47 — 

— 8 n 2 7 —_ _ oats _— A FW _ — h f n — > 4 * wo * 
— 5 : - * pe 5 - . „ * * A J Ps es z 
__ 4 mY "_ _ — 4 1 "TH — tes. x x „ => - 2 or”, * Me P py 1 IS 2 — a x an — 2 $5 py. 14 — _— 8 Fw I — 
PI 1 A — — — — En Þ C » D - % \ "ON — . * * — : — N — 2 — 2 — — * ol ye 
l _— 7 A * * U 7 1 ”» ** . 2 


b 1 > $- 1 Crs) = <= = «a> 
7 3p; - 3 No en nnd 
Y ES e 4+, x74 Wy IEATES Sh ——_ 
N 2 , 1 2 SA = 


— 


tical State, and the Eſtabliſhment of Fresbytery in gland; and 
to the ſame Objection raiſed againſt his Undertaking at that 
time, that Eminent Divine gives the following Anſwer, which 
I do here apply on the like Occaſion in my own Defence. 
vid. Anſwer © Others there are, that condemn all thoſe- Diſcourſes, that 
we * are written on Both Sides concerning this Argument, which 
face, Printed al beit they would ſeem to be Friends, yet indeed are Ene- 
4392. mies. For no more is he an Enemie, that oppugneth in a 
| plain Field, than he that treacherouſly ſeeketh to Diſcourage 
| : « ſuch as are forward in maintaining the State at home. And 
* albelt they would colour their Malice with pretence of De- 
A teſtation of Contention among Friends; yet do they as. 
s wrong to account them, that oppugn the State of the Church, 
Friends; or attribute the Cauſe of Contention to us, that on- 
ly defend the State againſt Contentious and malecontent Per- 
« ſons, ſuch as would ruinate the ſame,  - For not thoſe who, 
defend, but thoſe who begin the Brawl are Contentious. 


ous Intention of creating ill Blood; the Reader will from it eali 


Kingdom. He will be farther appris'd how far the Eftabliſh'd 
Church of Ireland hath indulged them in their Eneroachments 
and Invaſions of her Rights; bow far She hath with Juſtice. 
made a Difference between them and the Papiſts in all Con- 
ceffions, which were any way conſiſtent with, her own Preſer- 
vation; and how far She hath permitted them with Impunity, 

to wound her in the moſt tender Parts of her Conſtitution, 
In my firſt Letter, I took care to guard my ſelf with the Re- 
eords of the Kirk of Sozlaxd and Ireland; in this I propoſe to 
make fliclter_ in Matters of Fact. well-atteſted, from . | 
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rences as poſible; 


refuſe Lg 4 rhei 


E 
intend to make as few Excurſſons into Speculations and Infe- 


Mad 


The Method I propoſe to take i in the following Letter, ſhalt 
be this. 

In the Firſt Fart, T will trace! the Gitieral Behaviour! of i ;the 
Diſſenters of Ireland, from the Beginning of the Rebellion 
Forty One to this Preſent Time. 5.4107 

4 In the Second, I will deſcend to a more particular Relabiow 
of ſome Poſitive Facts, which may ſerve to illuſtrate and prove 
the Charge brought againſt them in the Firſt Part. 

In the Third, I will make a further Enquiry into ſome Fats 
Preſumptive and highly Probable ; from all which may be 
fully-diſcovered the preſent growing Power®®#tif dangerous 


Deſi ns of the Diſſenters of this A 4. 


Re Pura. ne 
We Demands of ate, TN NS 


80 n. Pullick a 

0 Claims of H 1915 I 12 2 
en t 85 0 Safety © je, 2 bog them as it. 
ſts to be with, the Juſtice 1105 Wet, 6 Publick 5 


ee re nc leſs thin Fg Repeat 


Id. 


Laws; eceffary for the Prefervation of out Confittiition.: and 
they are founded upon the playſible, Pretence of Va aired 2 
alty in Tarn, of Government. 1 
Tis Certain, cheir Clamours rais'd from ttils pret 
have prevail'd upon too many. honeſt Chureh-meh and extorted” - 
their Conſent, to admit. them into Places ot Truſt and Profits. 
without weighing and conſidering the. Equity o their Plea”; 
which in Conſcience and Honour they ought'ts die done, be- 


fore they yeilded to their Demands. It is for the fake of fuch., 


unwary Complyers, as well as. to vindicate the Publick, that 
I have undertaken to ſſiew, that ſuch their Demands are found 
ed upon Claims. notoriouſly Falfe and Unjuſt : And becauſe- - 
their Pretenſions to this Merit from the Crown and Publick, 


** * they claim, extends to al Turns of Government ; 1. 
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Al iden tis bee Exjalty of the Diffenters o of this Kir 6 


dom thraygy tt the : following Periods, Viz, 


6 Beginning of th Revelli * 
a wander Nins Chor . 5 " Hr One, 


Secondly, From the Death of the Royal Marty, ann the 
Refuratio of King Charles II. 4p 


2B 5 Thirdh, 1 From the Refauratio, to o the bude re late Re- 
— 0 


pn 


4 


eue. bn u. Recohudon 00 the Fung be. 


pF From the Paſſing of that FY till_this Preſent 


Time. | 

72 id, ft has 5 wY the Firſt aid Sect Period think fit to refer you 
vis. 17 7 

. 2 144 70 15 hn 91 in it ig Prov'd. from — 


FED both, of Feat land an d Ireland, 


i chile Þ eric 1 of 1 en 0 nc 
6 


ee Ate i pl and 
90 Party ; © ſeeming then) no leſs than, 2 * callit g the. 


vid. Petition Bp) SEL Err es, who_ bad robb'd them of 12 5 
1 e ie de Plc Aa the 
4 Af Aſs. p. 4855 ſy, That te bad, to a man taken che Solemn 45 
161. ann, hey, expre! 11 f it in one of their Petit 
| (Fd. ti | ta that. WIE -mbly a time, 101 were nothing ſyakin in their 
2 Kg 75 the odious 9175 of, Rebellion, Combination againſt 
lend, At: Aſs, the ertbrow of of, the Municipal Laws of their Nation, 
— a Fa wenant was branded. 


Flag at. they were ſo entirely Regulated by the Elder 
Silter, tha t they deem'd all the Prelatiſts and Loyaliſts, Ene- 
mies to Chriſt; and denounced the utmoſi Cenfure, of the 


Or. oh Church a gaipſt them, who would preſume to act by, Commiſii. 


claration of 11 She Charles, II. For the Froof of all which Particu- 


the Presbyte- lags, I. refer 98 to my (c) Firſt Letter, where all the Records 


| aye 1g a produce againſt them. To 


— 


— 


"Rn whoſe Encomiums would have been the Keeriet-Sa- 


To what 18 Promd tn thee Paper I hee add; what L have 
Es Send — which cm t thy! hands finee 


the Publiſhing the Firſt Letter. 


1 
Upon the Death of Kin Charles l. ben dme faint Hopes 


remained of Retriving the Kings Affalrs in elan, King 
Charles II. ſent a Commiſſion to Hg Lord Viſcount Montgu- 


mery of Adi, to command all the Forces within the Province 


of Ulher ; ; his Lordſhip thought it neceſſary to ſigniſie to His 
Majeſty's Subjects of Vier his Inveſtiture with this Commi(F- 


on, and accordingly Publiſhed a Declaration Dated  5nly the 


h 1649. the Original whereof] have feen amongſt his Lord- 
ip's Papers, from whence the following Patagrapti is tran⸗ 
ſeribed verbatim. 


“The King our moſt Hopeful and Undoubted Svveraigtt, vid. Declari- 
* having by His Gracious and Ample Commiſſion been pleaſed 10 tl 


to appoint me Commander in Chief of the Forces within this 
Frovince ot Viſter, &c. I. do forſee, and afreddy Have great 
« cauſe to believe, that I ſhall thereby become the Butt and 
% Mark, whereat all thoſe, whoſe Judgments and Aﬀettions 


are biaſſed either! by Evy, Malice or IgHorance, will ſttoot 
© their ſharpeſt Arrows ; and thar e vet this Honouf and Au- 


„ thority, with which His Majefly has been pleated to co 


40 me, and which, tilſt᷑theſe worſt of Times, ih al/Placesiwhet 
« -cyer either Religion oviCivility were profeſſed. und practifed, 


< did not only protect men from Injmics, but did procufe 
Reſpect and Obedienot unto them is how in the Opin dus 
of ſome miſled vor miſtaken People bee ſufficient᷑ ground 
to load even Men of Honour ànd Integriry:witty.albthe Re- 
« proaches and Injuries; which diſtempered Brains can en 
« looſe Tongues utter, vr raſn Hands act. 
It ſeems this Noble Cord was perfectiy apprized * theTem- 


perand- Diſpoſitions of the Difſefters of the North at that time. 


For in three days after” this Declaration was: Publiſhed, his 
Prophecy was falfiltetlito a tittle; 
A Presbytery was hereupan dome d at Leg nest K. 
Juby the 7th 1649; inwhidtie Devlaration was drawy op with 
many ſcurrilous and * groundiers' Perſona Reſſections upom his 
Lotdſtip, happy in che 'Scandat of ſuch' Ihfamous Tongues 


tr; 


on * the 
Lord of Ard, 
Anno 1649. 


T8 
2tyri;! as their Neptosches ars the moſt exatred Panegyrick, and 
us beſt Fbyle'to ſiuftrares the Uritainted Loyalty and 

eroick Virtues of that Noble Lord, iidithbſeTimes of 'Tryal.” 


vid. Decla e dh this Devtaration; His Lordftipis taxed by the Presbyte- 
— * Mithithéſe following Partiuülars, ft. For lifting up him- 


Bangor, 
1649. , 


— > 


Anno 


4: ſelf\.aziofdi chem; Taund under die pretence of Delivering 
E them, nus ibdsod been the principal Inſtrument to ruin them, 


und the: Work of God amongſt them, if the Lord reſtrain 
Fi him not. 25). Forchetraying the Covenant. 3h. For own- 
{ing King Charles II. Ah. For cloathingrhimfelf with a 
4,'Commiſfion/from the King, and endeavouring'to ſet up the 
44 KIN'G's::Majeſty in a Quarrel Deſtructive to Religion. 
* Fly. For ſaying, that the Kings Commiſſion did ever pro- 


Cure Reſpect, till theſe worſt of Times, thereby implying, as 
it be ſhould judge, (as they ſay): that Taking ihe Couenant. 
, Bringing down- Malignants, Caſting out Prelates, Gr. all 


_*.againſti a perſonal Commiſſion, did flow from the Iniquities 


<« news of War, Money or Vital-. 


% of the Times. 6 For ſaying in his Declaration, there 
45. were ſome, who would have had him fun in abſolute. Op- 
poſition to the King's Party, by whom, fay they, we conceive 
Ae muſt underſtand the Miniſtry; who were indeed earneſt 


. fe Sectaries (i. e. Independants) and Malignants (2. 
4.44 Loyaliſts and Prelatiſts) equally. 70. For making their 


«Fooper Faithfulneſs (i 2. in ſtanding up againſt the King 
% and Malignants) their Reproach. 8). For Receiving any 
W unmands from the Marqueſs of Ormond, und joyning with 
„, Malignants, ho blaſpheme the: Covenant. gh. For put- 

ring ona Commiſſſon for Maintaihing the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion in the large extent, for this Cauſe, ſay they, as the Am. 
4 bafladors of Chriſt, we beſekch the Peaple not to joyn hands 
to ſuch a Courſe, not to jayn in executing ſucti a Commiſti- 
% on, by Serging either 28. Offfcerb or Soldiers, or /flichrſhatt! 
« wring the Dreggs of the Cup, which the Malignamts have 
« been Drinking theſe many Vears by paſt; not to joyn wich 
their Ungodly Courſe either by Speaking favourably of them, 
« acknowledging the Authorit) of the preſent Command, 6c. 
< by impoſing Ceſs, obeying! their Orders, or paying Ceſs to 
their Army, or Supplying them with that which is the Si- 


In 


| 


1 1dalatsy in Your: Royal Family; and the Shedding ſo much from the Gen. 


. Contributing, Your Royal Allowance and Anthority for 
<« Eſtabliſning ie a your Dominions, the Reformation of Re- | 


« Worſhip; and not only to Grant Your. Royal Approbation 


« eilte to tein with Your e therein, as the greateſt Sccuri. 


bez 


In theſe Two Declarations you have the Sence of the Lord 


| of Ards, with relation to the Vntainted Loyalty of the Difſenters 


of Ireland, within the Second Period mentioned, and you have 
their own: Confirmation thereof in bigner Degrees of Biſtoxalty. 
than be. could'expreſs; however to giye Jou a perfect View. of 
the Principles, upon which the Northern Presbyterians proceed 


in this Period, let us compare one Paragraph of this Bangor 


Declaration in 1649. with a Paragraph of a Letter writ to 
King Charles II. from the General Aſſembly in Kot land. Dated 
the very ſame Vear and Recorded in Actstofthe Gen, gf ſembly. | 

In the Declaration of Bangor, they ſay, He (i. e. the Lord 
of Ards) (a) has now cloatbed himſelf with a Commiſſion from His 9 
Majeſty, who as yet refuſes to give am) Satis fact ion in Religion — Anno 1649. 
to the juſt Demands of the Kingdom of Scotland. Now, what 
thoſe Demands were, to which that Presbytery of Bangor re- 
ferred in their Declaration, we find ſummed up in that Letter 


to King Charles II. before-mentioned in theſe Words, via. 


*« That Your Majeſty do humble Your ſelf under the Migh-. 4 ABsGen | 


ty hand of God, lamenting the Iniquities of your Father's Aſſemb. p.480 


*«. Houſe, gc bis Permitting and, Prattiſing Anti-Cbriſtion ;2*<rt0 King 


„Blood of the People of God, as alſo for Your own entring Ay, 
© to walk in the like Courſes in the Beginning of V out 
« Reign, Ec. to kiſs the Son of God, by a ſincere and cordi- 


. ligion in Doctrine, Worſhip and Government; as it is now 
cc agreed upon, #crording to the clear and evident Warrant of 
the Word of God, by the Aſſembly of Divines at Neſtmin- 

1 ſter, and the General Aſſembly of this Church; to lay aſide 
the Syvice-Book, which. is; ſo ſtuffed with Romi Corrupti- 
«ons z fn conform Four on Practice and; MWorihip of God. in 
Jour Family, to ther Gal pel.Simplicity,and Purity; which 
«© was boſden forth in the Word of God, in the NireQtory ot 


** to the Covenant in theſe Three Kingdoms, without which, 
7 our People enn mache from Jou, ſufficient Security, 
either ſor Religion, or their Juſt .Libenties.; but aſa, Your 


8 ty 


[ 3 ] 

« ty under Heaven for Your Perfon and Juſt Greatneſs, and to 

* cauſe All to ſtand to it by Your Royal Command, &c. Theſe 
« things if Your Majeſty will do, we are afſured, that the 
Hearts of Tour Majeſty's Subjefts will be enlarged, e. 
*« embrace Your Perſon, and ſobmit to Your:Royat Govern- 


«- ment 5 but if Your Majeſty will go on, in refuſing to heark- | 


„en to wholſome Councels, We mult, for the diſcharge of 
* our Conſciences, tell Your Majeſty, That'the' Lords anger is 
& mot turned away, but bis hand is ſtretched ont againſt Du, and 
„ Tur Family. - Theſe are the juſt Demands of the Kirk of 
Kot land to which the Presbytery of Bangor refers, and which you 

may obſerve they make the ſole Condition of their Allegiance 
and Subjection. This I. judge ſufficient for a Specimen of the 
Untainred Loyalty ot the Diſſenters of Ireland, and their ſingular 
Merit from the Crown and Church in the r Period. | 


Lnow WY to the Third Period, viz, From the Reſtau. 

ration to the Revolution. The Reſtauration of King Charles II. 

was in the Year, 1660. immediately — which the Beha- 

- viour of the Diffeiiters may be diſcovered, from à Declaration 

of the Parliament'of Ireland,” prely ele at mem, Dated 

May the 179th 1661. vi. 

vid. Declara. * © WE the Lords Spiritual ind Teriporal: 05 Commons; 
tion-of the c. obſerving, That altho the Government of the Church 
— 2 = © hy Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, eg. is Settled and Eſtabliſhed by 
My 15 1665, © the Laus of this Land; Feed Jinks Phanaticks und other Per- 
| ſons given to Chapge. tale Boldneſs hot oni) to De ave the 
4 one; ae irteverently” of the other, r. We do there 

„fore phBlickly Declare That the Lats areRill in force, and 
* We wre full Feſolved; by all fair and lawfuf means to coun-- 


Wo I tetanee andfopport* the ans, e. And Wedofurther Re- 


9 5 a Magiſtrutes Eeeleffaſtfeal and ether Offfcers and 
Ninigetz Fuſs td / proceed] . agaipit the Cohtemners 

1 0 the ſuid Governinent, K ee — Words or 
* othferwife, $#5-! 106 £ {5c} tnc >. a 
NG. is evident e Declaration, tat — then 
tel re with wen Leni), MarthePirtiament 

they might heſſede dre! Ld wh and Sttütes Obtolate, 


550 Ping Euatted for tre Prefebvation'or dne ä — 
oblige 


E 

obliged to tell them, That ſuch La us were not Repealed; as 
e by their o Frequent. Violation of them 
wit Impuni FF ; 
The better to ſtop this growing Contempt of the Govern- 
ment of the Church, and the Sfanderbus Mouths of thoſfſe 
Raflers, it was ordered in the ſame Declaration, That the ibidem- 
* Several Miniſters in and about the City of Dablin, do read 

** the fald Declaration publickly in theiv Congregations, and 

< after through the whole Kingdom. boni 

is plain, this Declaration had very little effect upon the 
Diſſenters of this Kingdom, they grew fill more inſolent, which 

obliged the Lord Lieutenant and Council to interpote by Pro- 

clamation the Lear follow ing, Dated April the 30h 1662. be- _ 

ginning in theſe words, © Whereas, tz, Indulgenoe to and For- = — 
7 hearance of mee wa N- Confu ming Parſtrm bi ſaveral ernment and 
„ Perſwafions has been long time uſed, Mc. and yetithe Event Council, April 
* hath not anſwered Expectation; but Recuſunts, :Now-Confor- 30th 1662, 
« miſts and Sectaries have grown worſe by Clemency. Therefore 
bow far the Diſſenters advan&d upon this Clemeney;;and turn- 
ed what Power the Government granted them agaialt it. ou 

may diſcover from Mureis Annali, in which / there is this Re- 
markable Obfer vation. More (ſays he) That Indulgence tu Diſſen- Vid. Additi- 
ters was Pnbliſhed by the Government, May, 1662. and that 92 to Ware's 
they conſpired to Seize the Duke of Ormond, May, 1663. Angalogat 
What effect this Proclamation laſt mentioned had upon 
therr, whether it abated any ting of their open Virulency a- 

gainſt tire Eecleſiaſical Government and Laws; ' whether it 
terrified them ſo far, that they durſt not Abuſe and Miſrepre- 

ſent the Eſtabl iſned Chureh as Vu ſound and Corrupt, and Her | 
Biſhops, as Ile and Scandalous, as they have done of late; I vid. MrBy/: 
cannot ſay. But moſt certain it is, that from that tie, they Sermons, 
altered the manner of their Attacks upon the Churctiſ j they en- | 
tered into Plots, and Aſſociations, formedtheir Approaches to 
Her under ground, and wrought by night in their Mines, to 
come at the great Pillar, which ſgpported our Eſtabliſhment 
at that Time, and accordingly May\21 ſt. 1663. they attempt- 
ed to Surprize and Seize the Duke of 0rmond then Lord Lieu- 
tenant, e, K öl del oof ala ® 


* - 


11 


I cannot better expreſs the manner of this Attempt; than in 

the Words of the Parliament, which met in the Year 1665. who 

Vid. Declar, i their Declaration to the Lord Leiutenant do ſay, That 
of Parliament “they (i. e, the Difſenters) did moſt! traiterovſly and diſloy- 
November 2d u ally eonſpire to Raiſe a Rebellion in this Realm, and parti- 


a 1 cularly had deſigned on the ſaid 2 1ſt of May in the ſaid Year 


< to Surprize and Take His Majeſty's Caſtle of Dublin, &c. 
and to Seize on the Perſon of His GRACE the Lord 
Leiutenant, in order to carry on their Miſchievous Contrivan- 
dees, ſob Renewing the Bloody Confuſions through this | 
| Kingdom; from which Evils this Realm and all His Ma- | 
N geſties Subjects therein, had been but lately Redeemed; and | 
1 e that by the Bleſſing of God upon His Majefty's Happy Re- | 
| ” _.., *©ftauration to His Rightful Crown and Kingdoms. 


= 4 359-1124 But Further, as an Inſtanee af the Indeſatigable Application 
7 of the Diſſenters of thoſe Days, and the artful manner of their 
Addreſs, in Liſting Perſons of all Ranks into their Serrice; 

They had not only influenced many of the Common- People, 

whom they judged able to Suſtain them, had they Succeeded 

in that Coſpiracy againſt the Church and State. but they had 

- brought -over Several Members of the Hou ſe of Common to be 

Actors and Abettors in their Plotts; of which the Parliament 

EAN takes Notice in the fame Declaration in theſe Words, 0:2. .... . 
+ Bbidem." * And whereas One of thoſe Perſons ſo-juſtlyExecuted,and | 
1 Some Others alſo, who were involved in the Guilt of that 
4 Hideous Conſpiracy, were Members ot the Commoys-Houſe ; 
' > of Parliament, which we mention with inward Sorrow and 1 
: . < , Grief of Heart, and with Horror and Deteſtation, to find 

4 | © «© that any Perſons, who had the Honour (under the Protecti- 
« | on of His Majeſty's Bleſſed Government).to be Members of 

ee this Houſe, kg. ſhould he ſo Ungrateful, nay Trayterous 

; i and Difloyal, as to Conſpire againſt that Government, they 

vere bound by the Laws of God, and Nature to contribute 


15 
. PW ape. —_— : =>» . rr 


i their beſt Endea vours to Preſerve and Maintain, fc. And 1 
| this Houſe doth alſo Declare the deep Senſe it hath of His 5 
f Grace the Duke of Ormand's great Prudence and Seaſonable 
1] | Freuention of the Sad, Bloody, and Dreadful Effecls, which 
1 4 might have followed thereupon throughout this Kingdom.; 


| „ ſor which his continued watchful Endeavours for the _—_ 
: ci 0 - 


TL] 

„of the Ring and Kingdom, We do Return His GRACE the 
*«« moſt humble and hearty Thanks of this Hoſe, & . and that 
e this Houſe may not fail in any point of Duty to His Majefty, 
We are fully Reſolved to make ſtrict Enquiry, what Mem- 
«« bers of this Houſe have been ſo wicked, as to have had any 
| hand in thoſe HorridGuilts, ſo hateful to God and Man, Fc. 
| and to the end this Declaration may be delivered over to Po- 
b | «« ſterity, Ec, it is ordered, That this Declaration be entered 
i in the Journal- Books of the Proceedings of this Houſe, Da- 

ted the 2d of November, 1665. 
In this manner did theſe Noble and Honourable Patriots ex- 
preſs their Zeal for the Conſtitution both of Church and State; if 
and left this Declaration, as an everlaſting Monument amongſt 
their own Records to he delivered to Poſterity, for their In- . . |; - | 
ſtruction and Imitation, that Future Times ſhould copy after | 9 
this great and good Example. late de: RR 
May the Preſent Inheritor of the Glory and Titles of that 
Great DUKE, who under God was the Reſtorer of our Iyrael, 
at that time, act with the ſame Zeal, Conſtancy and Succeſs a- 
gainſt all Republican Conſpirators, and be the greatInſtrument 
as he has hitherto been, not only in Paſſing, but Preſerving ſuch | | 
Laws, as may be Effectual for the Security of the Conſtitution al 
againſt the unwearied Attempts of ſuch Reſtleſs Spirits; and . 
may the Poſterity of thoſe Lords and Commons ever act upon 9 
the ſame Loyal Principles with their Predeceſſors; be endued | We 
with the ſame Sagacity to Detect, and Reſolution to Puniſh all | 7 
ſuch Vipors, as they, ſhall find in their Boſoms, eating their way _ k 
through the Bowels of the Conſtitution. 3 | 1 
HFaying ſo far traced the Untainted Loyalty of the Diffenters _ 
of this Kingdom in the Third Period, until the Year 1665. all 1 
I ſhall offer at preſent with relation to them from that time; to 
the Beginning of the Revolution, is this, The Diſſenters of e- | 1 
land have ever had ſo great a Sympathy with their Brethren in + 
Scotland, that their Hopes and Fears did ever Riſe and Sink to- i 
aether : This was ſo evident, that upon any Diſturbances in- | 1 
S-otland, the Government of Feland was obliged in point of 1 
Prudence, to have a watchful Eye upon the Diſſenters in this . A Ger: ; 
Kingdom, who had formerly ſubmitted to the Doctrine, Diſei- Acem. p 143. 
pline and Government of the Kirk of Sotland in all thing.. 182˙ 15,1565 | 


160, 191. 1 
Hence. * 1 


* 
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C 
Hence it was, that when the Fire began to kihdle again, 
from the Embers of the Former Rebellion, commencing with 
the Murder of the Biſhop of St. Andrem's, and proceeding to 
the Riſing up of the Covenanters, and ending in their Defeat at 
Bat hwel- Brigg. The Government of Ireland, during thofe Diſtur- 
bances, found it neceſſary to hold the Reins with a more ſtrict 
hand than formerly; and accordingly iſſued out ſeveral Pro- 
clamations, inhibiting the Frequent and Numerous Conflux of 
their People, and againſt Harbouring any of the Rebells, who 
had been defeated, and might take Sanctuary among them : 
Several whereof are to be found in the Records of the Council. 


—. 2 — Chamler; but when the Storm blew over, and Things were 1 
mations Iſſued Compoſed in Scotland, the Government relaxed thoſe Reins, and 3 
by the Govern. treated them with great Tenderneſs and Indulgence ; inſomuch DICE. : 
ment of Ireland that in the Interval betwixt the Defeat of the Presbyter:ans in ' 


884 thisPe- got land and the late Revolution, they encreaſed and multiplyed 
by a Numerous Conflux of their BrethrenfromScotland ; Num- 
bers of Meeting- Houſes were built, and they were connived at in 
the Exerciſe of their Eccleſiaſtical. Jurisdiftion, however con- 
trary to Law. All which is ſo Notorious, that there wants 
only the Recollection of this preſent Generation to confirm the 
Truth of what 1 here aflert. | N | 


The Fourth Period. At the Begining of the late Revo- 
lution, when the 1riſb-Papiſts were in Full Power, in Actual 
Poſſeſſion of. all the Fortifications, with all the Artus in this 
Kingdom in their hands; when the black Cloud of a Popifp 
Perſecution was ready to break and fall in a, Shower of Blood, 
and nothing leſs than a Second Maſſacre was feared by each 
Sect of Proteſtants of this Kingdom; they were all obligedfrom 
the Principle of Self-preſervation, to unite their Force againſt 
the Common Enemy, and run into Meaſures for their mutual 
Protection and Support. There was not in the Nation any one 
Sect of Proteſtants of what Denomination ſoever, which was 
not entirely.convinc'd, that ſhould they run in with the Papiſts, 
.-,- 4... they could have no Faith in, nor Dependance upon them; 
4 aAaAaAalangct that all they could expect, was to be Reſerved for a later 
Morſel, when the reſt of their Brethren were devonred. 


* 


This 


[15] 

This was the univerfal and fixt Opinion of the whole Body 
of the Proteſtants of Ireland, grounded upon the Principles and 
practices of the Iriſh-Papiſts ; the Bloody Maſſacre of Forty 
One was in the Thoughts, and Mouths, and Looks of them all: 
So that however wide their Diviſions and Animoſities might 
have formerly been, common Danger had cemented them toge- 
ther at this Time, | | 

Upon the powerful Principle of S2}f-preſervation, and that 
alone, did all the Proteſtants in this Kingdom Unite, Protect 
themſelves, and make a full ſtop to the progreſs of the Iriſh 
Arms, till in the laſt Extremity, they were Reſeued by their 
Glorious Deliverer King William, they continued their United 
Power during the Heat of the War; but as Fear only had 
frozen them together; ſo their Hopes returning again, a Con- 

f{cioufheſs of Security quickly thawed, and diſſolyed them into 
the ſame troubled Waters, they ran into their old Channels, 
and from that Moment of their imagined Security, began to 
actiſe againſt the Church, with their wonted Artifice and 
incerit y, | | | | 
Many of the Diſſenting Profeſſors of the North, at this time, 
as in the Yeat yp wn" to hope, that they had again got 
the Poſſeſſion of their on Iaberitance. They began to Seize 
on ſome Pariſh- Churches in the 'No#th of Troland particularly, 


Mr. Nathaniel Cvoper à Clergy- man in the Town of Lutter i negncy. 
„ kenny, was by them pulled out of the Church. They in the of an Anſwer. 
* ſame Church hindered Mr. Crawford to Preach, Mr. John 8 
*« Ipſly officiating im the Church of Rimoghy, Mr. Lifton the By, = | 


_ +: Presbyterian Miniſter, tho? they had a Meting- Hon ſe near 
the Church, came with a Party; forced him to give over, 
I threatned to kill him, and Mr, Liſton went up and Preached 
and Mr. Hunter in the Dioceſs of Derry had his Gown torn, . 
and was pulled out of his Pulpit, oo IG 
About this Time the Northern Diſſenters did generally re- 
fuſe the Payment of their Tythes with fuch obſtinacy, that 


-. 


. 


« 


Duke Schomberg was obliged to interpoſe by publick Orders Thijs notoris 


and Proelamationss nor did the Zeal of theſe Vntainted Log- ouſly known, 


aliſts-only reach the er A dut it may ſeem, od \mention- 


Numbers of them thought they had a Title, not 'only to-whilt Paper before 
they calle their own nher i tand of tend to the quoted p. 23 
5 108 Tot 100 . : H eritance. 


——— — 
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Taber it ante of Lay-proprietors, which, asit was then expreſſed 
they had preſerved when their Landlords deſerted them, of 
which take the following Inſtance, 

The Earl of Donegal hath a conſiderable Eſtate in the Coun- 
ty of Antrim, called the Six Mile Mater. At the late Revalu- 
tion, when the lriſh bad been beaten quite out of thoſe Parts 

' of the Kingdom, his Lordſhip was informed, that the whole 
Body of his Tenants at Six Mile. Mater being all Diſſenters, bad 
refuſed to pa any Rents., his Lordihip with a great many 
Gentlemen of the Country, went as it were to Repoſſeſs him- 
ſelf of his Eſtate; the Tenants roſe againſt him, in a body 
armed with Half pikes, Pitch-forks, £#c. and had it not been 
for ſealonable and prudent Advice given to his Lordſhip by ſome 
of his Company, it is generally believed, that many of them 
had loſt their Lives; they wounded ſeveral of thoſe Gentle- 
men, which my Lord had brought with him, particularly Sir 
Thomas Dancer, and Mr. Tesdale of Carrickfergus, who came up 
to expoſtulate with the Tenants, and advanced. nearer them 
than the reſt ; and his Lordſhip was obliged, before he could 
bring them to Resſon, to procure ſome of the Standing- Army 
to be ſent againſt them, commanded by Capt. Sterling, Who 
brought ſeveral of them to Carickferg us Goal. 

By their -- aſſuming and inſolent Behaviour about this ex 
they gave great occaſion! to make men judge, they had not 


- ...2., fought only for the Preſeryation of their Lives and Fortunes; | 


but in a proſpect of Eſtabliſhing what they call the: Kugdonit of 
15 Ait. After this they began to boaſt of their great Merit 
from the publick, their Reſcuing the Nation from:Popery.and 
1 This was in the mouths of all their Agitators and Un- 
dertakers, nor wanted they powerful Abettors to urge their 
72 ſo far, that they quickly obtained a Repeal of the Oath 
emacy, which before had effectually excluded them 
* laces. of Truſt and power, and was the only! Barrier a- 
gainſt them at that time, to preſerve our nnen mm EY 
hands of the Conformiſts. 


jab uk 


Before the late Revolution, the French Proteſtant Refugees 


- »: Were- received. into the Boſom of the Eſtabliſhed: Church Kot 


5 Treland, with all poſſiblie Marks of Tenderneſs and Cbriſtian 
Charity: They had a Church appointed for them, à Sallary of 
Hy ound per Ann. was fixed upon the Eſtabliſhment for the 


* 
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Support of a French Miniſter Epiſcopally Ordained ; they all 
Conformed to the Doctrine, Diſcipline and Liturgy of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, by Advice of the moſt Eminent Foreign 
Divines, who were conſulted. The Government preſented the 
Congregation with a conſiderable Number of French Common- 


Prayer-Books, and for many Years they unanimouſly joyned in 


the Service of our Church, which was conſtantly read to them 
In their own Language. | 
They were then judged an Additional Strength to the Church 
_ Intereſt of Ireland, nor was it doubted, but their Poſterity 
would prove Fix'd and Confirm'd Church-men. | : 
But notwithſtanding the Favours they received, and the 
Hopes they gave to the Eſtabliſhed Church, that they were en- 
tirely Incorporated and United to-her ; when they had obſerved 
the great Advances Presbytrry had made in this Kingdom, how 
the Diſſenters were countenanced in their Incroachments upon 
the Church, and even had inſulted Her upon ſeveral Inſtances: 
They judged (and with good grounds) that they might now 
with Safety declare for their Presbyterian Brethren, and accor- 
Uingly a Breach was made in the French Congregation, origi- 
nally on pretence of Seats. This improved in a ſhort time to 


a.moſt inveterate Stperation ; Numbers profeſſing themſelves 
Presbyter ians, refuſe to join in Communion with the Remnant 


of their Epiſcopal Brethren, choſe Presbyrerian Teachers, and 


erected Schiſmatical Conventicles in ſeveral Parts of the City 


ol Dublin, and are grown now ſo Conſiderable, that they have 


this Year built a Stately Pile by Subſcription, which they call 


the FRENCH CHURCH, and had the Aſſurance to 
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| what has mainly conduced to it, and is likely to Confirm it, is 
| | this Revolt of the French Proteſtants from the Church, of 
= which the Principal Directors and Managers in that Manufacto- 
| ry, with a very conſiderable Colony, have Settled at Zi-burn, in 
the Center of the Northern Preshyterians; and have All declared 
| a for Presbytery, and choſen a Teacher, who will not Receive 
| Epiſcopal Ordination. From whence it is Evident, that Mat- 
1 : ters have been ſo Concerted in favour of the Difſenters, that the 
j French Refugees diſtinguiſhed with ſuch Marks of Favour by 
: the Government, and the Eſtabliſhed Church, which might have 
= influenced a grateful people to be true to our Eſtabliſhment, have 
| | now proved a dead Weigat againſt it in the Scale of Preshytery. 
| But to take up the thred of the Hiſtory, which I let ſlip for 
this Degreſſion. No ſooner was the Oath of Supremacy (the 
greateſt Impediment in their Courſe) removed, but They drove 


Perhaps there can he no Inſtance given, of a Deſign wrought 
with more Subtilty, and carried on with greater Harmony, than 
that of the Difſenters of Ireland to fink the Church Intereſt in 
the North ; the whole Machine was fo Uniform, that there did 
not appear the leaſt Jar in the Movement. 
0 r perceived themſelves at once undone, and 
iz'd of it, before their Conquerors-had Pro- 
3 —.— their Victory, declaring in Print, That the Scotch Pre f. 
Fid. Preface 4 rerions had Poſſeſſed the North of Ireland. Which however 
Book of Mar. Falſe, with reſpect to the Property of the Land, was too True 
ris ges. both with reſpect of Power and Trade, $ 


For, Firſt, With reſpe& to Power. ' 
The Oath of Supremacy was in Force, till about the Tear 1692: 


from the Freemen of all the Cotpotations, even by Clauſes in- 
ferted in ſeveral of their Charters, by which it is evident, That 


the Hands of Conformiſts, which proved an effectual Barrier a- 
gainft the Incurfions both of Papij band Difſenters,, who equal- 
iy Refuſed it. 


1 ; W hitft this Oath was pntä, there were as ftw Occaſions! 


Jurors, as there are now Occafunal Conformiſts, and all the Cor- 
pPorations 


on at ſo Furious a Rate, that they bore down all before them : - 


and Required from the Mayor, Aldermen ahd Burgeſſes, if not 


this Oath was principally calculated. to ſecure Corporations in- 
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porations in this Kingdom were in the Hands of Church. men; 
but it is very obſervable, that within the compaſs of a very few 
Years after the Revolution, the Difſenters managed Matters 
with ſuch Artifice and Succeſs, that they had obtained a Ma- 
jority of Aldermen, Burgeſſes or Freemen through all the conſide- 
rable Corporations of the North of Ireland. 

Of which take a few Inſtances of many, which can be pro- 
duced, The following Certificate will give you a true State 
of the Corporation of Colrain, as given to me by one of the 
moſt conſiderable Members of that Corporation. | 


94 do hereby Certifie, That the Charter of Colrain enjoyns 
| the Adminiſtring the Oath of Supremacy to every Mem- 


u ber of that Corporation, before they are admitted into their 


Offices of Alder men and Burgeſſes; That before the late 
Troubles very Few Diſſenters came into that Coporati- 
on, by reaſon of that Oath, That when that Oath was Abro- 


« gated, many of them came into that Corporation, and were 


'* Aldermen and Burgeſſes, but the Corporation fearing that 
they might get the Superiority, and in order to prevent it, 
about the Year, 1694. when a Parliament was called, Dis- 
** franchiſed Two of them; Johr Thomſon an Alderman, and 


David Willſon a Burgeſs, who brought their Mandamus in 
order to be Reſtored, The Corporation aſſigned Cauſe as to 


© Thomſon, that he did not attend the Buſineſs of the Corpo- 
« ration, and ſometimes dwelt in the Kingdom of Scotland: 
« And as to Milſon, that he had taken upon him the Office of 


«a Presbyterian- Miniſter, and dwelt at Newtown Lamavady, 


« fand after theſe Returns made, the Mandamuc fell. 


The Advances made by the Diſſenters in the City of London- 


Derry, upon the Church Intereſt was in the Proportion 
following. There were but Three of the Twelve Aldermen, 


and Five of the Twenty Four Burgefles, who were Difſentersat 


the Breaking out of the Troubles, and before the Paſſing the 

Teſt Clauſe they had gained a Majority of Ten to Tire of the Al- 

dermen, and of Fifteen to Nine of the Burgeſſes. 

In Belfaft, the Election of Magiſtrates and Repreſentatives is 

by Charter veſted in * of that Corporation, of which 

at the Beginning of the late N were Ten to * 
| 2 | 0 
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bf the Twelve Burgeſes, who were Conformifts, and before the 
Paflirg the 7e# Alt, the Diſſenters had gained a Majority of 
Fight to Four. | 1 66 | 

There is one Remarkahle Fact relating to this Corporation, 
which however in point of Time it might have been more pro- 
perly brought into the former Period; yet I choſe to inſert it 
in this place, upon the account of ſome appoſite Circumſtances. 
There was one Potinger a Profeſſed Presbyterian, an Inhabi- 
tant ot Belfaſt, who when King James, was in Ireland, proyed 
a zealous and avoud Facobite, and made Intereſt to have the 


Old Charter of that Town broken, and a New one granted. 


Upon what Motives this was done, I will not determine, but 
thus far I affirm to be Fact, That at the time, when that Char- 
ter was bruke, there were but One or Two of the Twelve Bur- 
geſſes, who were Diſſenters; but by the New Charter the Num- 
ber of Burgeſſes was augmented to Thixty Four, whereof by the 
beſt Computation I can make, there were Eleven-or Twelve Diſ. 
fenters and Nineteen Papiſts; fo much greater Credit had the 
Diflenters at that time with King James than the Conformiſts, 
It is furtherRemarkable, that this ſame Pot inger left Belfaſtſome 
time after the Troubles, and lived for many Years in-London a 
known and profeſs?d Factor and Solicitor for the Jacobites there, 
and that he has lately Returned to Belfaſt, during Mr. Me Brides 
Proſecution for his Refuſal of the Oath of Adbjuration, and till 
continues his conſtant Hearer, has been kindly received, with- 
out the leaſt mark of Diſeſteem from any Perſon of Conſidera- 
tion, or the leaſt Popular Reſentment, as might be feared for 
his Treacherous Behaviour to that Corporation; while at the 
ſame time Mr. Frenſh a Reverend and Worthy Clergy-man ot 
that Place has been followed by the Boys of the Town, and in 
the Publick Street whooted at, and called (as the utmoſt Mark 
of Infamy) Dr. Kicheverell, and this Indignity highly approv'd 
and laught at by ſome Leading Perſons of the Town, whoſe 
Duty it was to have protected a Clergy-man of the Eſtabliſhed. 
Church(of which they were Proſeſſed Members)from ſuch Inſults. 
It muſt doubtleſs be Matter ot great Conſolation to Mr. 
Pot inger to ſee his Brother Mu-Jurer Mr. Ac Bride countenan- 
ced, and protected by Perſons of all Ranks both in that Town, 
and Country, continued Teacher in oppoſition to the Laws * 
| | | e. 
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In Corrickferges the Vo pps. ane Mage 
the. eue the Corpora- 


tion, who were Freemen; but thus far is manifeſt, thar che 
Diſſenters: have encreaſed/to à vaſt Diſpropoxtj OT 7:7 90 
tirely ſunk the Church Intereſt in hat, Hippy, 

of the 
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with ſome Peculiarity, There are of the Inhal 1 5 


who are Ereemen of, Cartickferg 1 y Didenter 
bout One Hundred and Furty, and the Number of Church Free: 
men, who are Inhabitants of Carrickfergus, are but Forty, by 


- which means the, Djfſenting Inhabitants. of Belſat, who can 


neither chooſe their pwn. Repreſentatives gor agifitates, do 

actually. goyern all the Fictions of Cars: ergus, and this you 
may judge by the following Specimen, bf what Cholce they 
have made of Magiſtrates for theſe many Years paſt. 
There are in this Corporation a Sett of Four Aldermen, who 
have kept a kind of Rota Government, excluſive of all theit Bre- 
thren, for at leaſt 10 or 12 Lears without Intetruption. Three 
of this See had been Private Men in the late Lord 
DonegaPs Troop and 2 or 3 Years ſince made a ſhift to muſter up 
a Fourth to compleat the Old Rank upon the Bench of Alder- 
men. oy 


Of this Sett of Military wren the Firſt (in my opinion 


the moſt Unexceptionable) is an Occaſional Conformiſt, who had 
Revolted from the Chutch, and Continued many Years a Con- 
firmed Diſſenter, till he Returned to Qualifie himſelf upon 
his EleQion: - ' gn . 55 

A Second ſerved Mayor for the Year 1710. and did not think 
fit to Qual iſie himſel i by Taking the Sacramental Teff,and is re- 
puted ſo miſerably Poor, that he is in no danger of be ing Sued for 
the Penalty, (tho I hear Information has been glyen in Dublin 


againſt. 
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agati bim "bis main Dependatice being upon his Turn in the 3 
"Amie of that "Miniſtry: = 
Third'1s generally Fuss the profeſd d Faftor for Presby- 
| 335 pore, of the Country; fince his late Marriage to a 
ney 7 925 among | othe $ ther things never to be ſorgotten, {for 
| his giy jg My. Ain e Minifter the Zi, as he ood at the 
| Altar; in A Veſtry vi to raiſe Mony upon the Pariſh for the 
1 | . e Hemen Which this Magiſtrate would have to 
F Pay'd our of the Poor Bu and came to the Church at the 
in ba 6 D 
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8 rule the Voices ot the' Conformi 
tdhable fa ft feff, and direMly 41 
ry 12 * Ga Dir ol 1 855 Rubyick, of Which" Facts an 
Authentick Certificate can be produced, | 
It i here with the greateſt Deference humbly ſubmitted to 
Nath Whether a Plate of thiarvaſt Importance, bein 
= a Fortified wh, Harbour ſtituuted in the Neighbourh 
of Kot land, in the very Center of the Nirthern Presbyterians, 
4 | 1 QUE reat Magazine for the Not W 5 Party of Ter, 
ugtit to be be tely in the hangs of fuch Magiſtrates at this 
Tents yo rr. thePoſttre gf thePreſent Affairs would 
not req ate F ag Experienced Abilities 
«90 yg ee comming in a Place 'of tnt kenpor- 


liek Inſtances, which have ven, thatl ſerve to diſcover 

the Advances made by the Nbrt 1 D'ffenters in our moſt 
Conſiderable Cotporations. The Piffieulty remains to know - : 
the Steps they made towurds it. which I freely own, Is a MyF- 3 
tery I cannot fra unfold. *Tis plain, fo great à fry of 14 
1 Diſſenting Alder men, Burgeſſes, &c. could 8 the | 
.- Death of their Predece ſſors within fo ſhort a compaſs of Time 
1 it was effected with the ſame Quickneſs and Dexterity, that 

ugglers play theit Tricks, and in great nheafure by the fame 
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1 Amuſements, viz. By appealing" wich the gieareft Confidence 

f to thoſe very Senſes, which they tene chat moment to De- 

J | , Tor or during the I aterval eee che Diſſonters ex- 1 
1 8 pteſſed the greateſt Tenderneſs and Regard for their Epiſcopal 1 

5 Brethreg zthey were all true ProteſF ants, there was then Fete, or 


n differetice betwixt them; they would take Occaſions of 
mw. 


vine to their Humane Inſtitution; © 


F 4s 


like Tyranrs, wy to the Minority of Conforming Bur- 
effes, and Freemen of fuch Corporations, they fortified them- 
Rives by firm Ahiance and Confederacy, never to admit any 


more Church Aldermen,” Burgeſſes or Freemen, than they could 
controul and govern in all their Elections; and had certainly ſo 
continued to this day, had it not been for the Timely Interpo- 


ſttion of the i Ange which it Baer affect their Power in 
ſuch Corporations, Where the Eleckion of Parliament - An was 
by Charter Veſted in Aldermen vr Bargefſes; not in thoſe Cor- 


porations, where the Elebtion depended pon the Veices of 


Freemen. Thus far tonching the Crvil Power engroſſed by the 
Northern-Difſenters, © - | 


© You are next to fee boy far 
with reſpect to Tale. 


* 
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xeetied Secondly, 
$16 (3:1. ; if 


. "Thi Conformiſtt ,- as, has been | obſerved , had found 
too late ia what, manner they had by their own Supineneſs 


they perceived dhe natural and immediate Conſequence of this 
Manopoly of Power proved a Monopoly of Trede, which was effec- 
tually compaſſed by the Diffenters at the ſame time, tho” by a 
different Artifice, It feems to me, that the Church Traders 


dealing; 
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dealing promiſcuouſſy without - reſpett to Perſons, did 
thereby ſink their Mony into Presbyteriay hands, which never 


Was, permitted to return to them, except for ſuch Neceſ- 


faries,-a5/could;not/ he {9 eaſily procured by the Diſſenters a- 


moogſt themſelves, - 1 he Di enters at the ſame time confining 
their C ommerte (as much as poſſible) to themſelves, were qua- 
liſied upon ſeveral accounts to Underlive, by which means they 


- could alſp Ungerſeli them, z, however this might be, the diffe- 
rent Movements of each Party were vinble to the leaſt. diſcern. 


Eye 3 the One: ging from Pedlars to Merchants, the Other 
E from —— 55 — in ſomuch that at this 
preſent. Time it is a rare thing to ſee, a Thriving Dealer in the 
Nont bern Parts of Ireland, except he be a Profeſs'd Diſſenter, or 
an Occaſional Non. Cunformiſt. I profeſs, I cannot recollect, that 


there is one at this Time i that, Part of the Country where 


I live, tho? the moſt Populous and Trading Part of the North, 


and where, before the late Troubles Church Traders were con- 


ſiderable both in Number and Buſinefs, I ſpeak with greater 
concern in this Point, from the Repeated Complaints made, 


and the common Cry which 1. have heard from the Church 


Dealers, Farmers, Tradeſmen and even Labourers, for (I had 
like to hape ſaid) the Perſceution the) lay under for their Con- 
formity to the Church Eſtabliſhed by Law, and that from the 
Diflenters, who only ſubſiſt by a Conniyance. Nay I am cre- 
Aibly informed, that the Nortbers Diſſenters have confined their 
very Charity to cireulate amopgſt themſel ves. , whilt the Confor- 
mite deal it promilguoudly.... And an Inſtance can be given, that 
io the moſt. conſiderable Pari of the North of Ireland, where- 


by a Liſt of Poor in the Church-Books ſubſiſted only by the | 
Weekly Collection; Eighteen in Fifty Five are Difſenters, 


And by a 
ſcribed by AT 
. Conformiſts: That Propoſals have been made by the Eftabliſh- 
ed Miniſter and Church-Wardens to the Diſſenting Elders to 
joyn the Chatity:Mony'sf Church and Medting- Houſe, and deal 
it out to the Poor of the Pariſh, and tht they u ere utterly: red 
jected by theDifſenters of the Pariſh; Frequent Inſtancies of this 
can be given in the Caſe bf the Collechons forLicburn,both No- 
torious and Scandalous; and particularly Mt. Mc Crackay and 


LR the Difleneing)Poor in the lame Pariſh, ſub- 


Mr. 


"a 


7 


c 


lever Ruling Elders, only S in Ninety Sever, are 
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Mr. Maxwell of Drum a Ruling Elder, have been publickly taxed, 
and Informations: given upen Oath of Unfair Practiſing in the 
clandeſtine; manner of Raiſing the Collections for the Poor In- - 
habitants, who ſuffered by the Fire, and applying it wholly to 
the. uſe of the Presbyterians ; whereas the Collection purſuant 
to the. Queen's Letters Patents was to be general,and diſpoſed of 
by the Commiſſioners (who were part Church-men and part Di- 
ſenters) to the Inhabitants, according to the Proportion of their 
Lofles, without Reſpect to Perſons, But to return to the Point 
of N, ? | Fee | 

At the ſame time that the Diſſenters made this Monopoly of 
the Trade, they laid a laſting Foundation to perpetuate the 
ſame in their own hands, They would take no Apprentices 
without demanding Solemn Aſſurances both from Parents and 
Children of Churcb- men, to quitt the Eſtabliſped Church, and 
g0 conſtantly to Meeting. Which Agreement they were ſure 
to ſee punctually performed. 

I am credibly informed, That there are ſeveral Inſtances can 
be given, where they have had Clauſes of this nature incerted_ 
in the Indentures ; by; which means many Church-men both of 
Figure and Fortune in the North of Ireland, have been reduced 
to this Fatal Delemma, either of giving up their Children to 
Idleneſs and Poverty, or to Presbytery. | | | 

This I affirm to 2 the Condition in general of Apprentices, 

who have been bred Conſormiſts; and however ſome particular 
Exceptions may be made, yet it is hard to know, whether ſuch. 
Apprentices continue Firm to the Church from the Indulgence 
of ſuch Maſters, cr the Reſolution of ſuch Apprentices. 
_ _ This Affair is ſo Notorious, That the whole Body of the Con- 
fermiſts in the-Northern Parts of Frelund take it for granted, and 
Few of them dare make the Experiment upon their Sons Prin- 
c ples, being; fully convinced, that there is ſcarce one Iuſtance 
can be given, Where a Child, Who has in this manner been 
bound to Presbytery, ever returned to the Church; but remain- 
ed Confirm'd and Z:alous Diſſenters ever after. | 

[There is one thing, which I take to be matter of great Con- 
ſequence,” and which ſeems to, have it's Effect, in their general 
Scheme of this Monopoly of Trade. And that is, That the Ac 
of Parliament Excluding Diſſenters from Places of Truſt, is ſcan- 
dalouſly eluded in a matter - the laſt Conſcquence. 
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For it is ſo contrived, that Gentlemen, who never have off. 
ciated, nor can be ſuppoſed to intend it, have Presbyterian De- 
puties to act as Poſt-Maſters, who never ſo much as0crafi ona 
Conformed. And farther, that in ſome Inſtances Foſt-Aaſters 
of Inferior Towns have made presbyterian Subſtitutes, in Towns 
of much greater Conſequence. The latter is the preſent Caſe 
of Belfaſt, as the former is of Antrim, Andmag h, &c. 

I defire to know, whether any Inſtance can be given of this 

nature in any Nation, that the whole Buſinets, Secrets and Cor- 
reſpondence of thoſe, who are Conformable to the Efabliſh- 
ment, ſhould: be left in the Power of. ſuch, who are Diſſenters 
from that Eſtabliſhment. - 

Is it Reaſonable, that at a Critical Jandurs, when Fation' 
and Intreague are ſo. far advanced, the Conformiſts ſhould be 
put under ſuch Neceſſary] Tealouſies, and Confinement in their- 
Correſpondence ; that the Secrets and Buſineſs of Perſons, wh 
by the Laws of our Nation are only Qualified for Publick 
Truſts, ſhould be left in the Power of thoſe, who by the ſame 
Lawsare excluded from any ſhare in that Truſt, * 

But to return from this Hegreſſion. The Conformiſtsof the 
North of Ireland were not more ſunk in Power and Traffick,” 
than they were in their Farming ; and that by the Imprudencde 
and Avarice of the Church Proprietors, who for ſome ſmall 
Advance in the Rent of their Lands, preferred Numbers of 
thoſe Presbyterians, who had ſwarmed from Hot land aſter the 
late Revolution. Theſe New Adventurers were in many Re- 
ſpects able to out- bid the Old Tenants, Wan been in a Fer 
meaſure ruined in the late Troubles, 

Firſt, Becauſe they were upon many accounts able tounder- 
live them. Secondly, Many of hem came over both in the Ha- 
bit and Quality of Beggars, who with their whele Families 
were ſubſiſted by the Charity of the People; Stroling through 
the Country, till they had fixed themlelves, where either they 
were directed, or where they liked, and then open d their Rags, 
in which they had quilted conſiderable Sums- of Mony, and 
were qualified to ſtock their Lands, and grew Able Tenants, 
before the Old Tenants: could Recruit, after the ren of 


| en 
It 
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It is reaHy deplorable, to obſerve ſeveral Parts of the North, 
which the Eng liſp Colonies, who were Conformiſts had improv'd, 
almoſt entirely poſſeſſed by Presbyterians, who flowed in upon us 
fince the late evolution. A Traveller may be invited from a di- 
ſtant Proſpect to take a nearer View of Houſes, Incloſures and 

. Plantations, which appear ſo Beautiful at a Diſtance, but will 
find himſelf much diſappointed, when he draws near to diſco- 
ver the Delapidations of ſuch Houſes, filled with unequal Te- 
nants, who are letting the Improvements run to Ruin. | 

It muft be here obſerved, that what I have mentioned in 

this Point, is entirely with reſpe& to ſuch Presbyterians, who 

came over after the late Revolution, and doth by no 
means affect thoſe, who were Settled in Ireland before, many 
whereof were, and ſtill are Induſtrious and Subſtantial Tenants, 
who had followed the Example of the Engliſh Colonies in their 
Improvements and Plantations, However it cannot be deni- 
ed, but even amongſt them there js a more Virulent Spirit raiſed, 
which is to be imputed to the Leaders and Inferior Officers 
of the Kirk Militant, I mean the Teachers and Lay-Elders; 
than whom there were never. Two Setts of Men more entirely 


dependant upon, and in Subjeftion to each other. * 
here are ſeveral of the Old Stock of the Northern Difſenters, 
Men of Fortune and Conſideration, whom I have known very 
Converſable, and jadged Men of. great Temper and Candor; 
but by what Spell it is, I. know not, thoſe ſame Perſons are no 
ſooner drawn into the Circle of the Lay-Elderſhip, than they 
.commencelntempetateZealots, and Immoderate High- Flyers. 
It muſt be farther obſerved, that notwithſtanding what hath 
been ſaid of the Power and Trade of the Diſſenters; the Confor- 
miſts in the North-are much more conſiderable in their Numbers, 
than they are Repreſented by the Diſſenters and their Abettors; 
they have conſiderable Congregations in moſt Towns, and in 
great numbers of Country Pariſhes thro* the whole Province, 
more than could well be imagined, conſidering their Sinking 
by the Drains before mentioned, and the Riſing of the Diflen- 
ters by a perpetual Stream flowing in from . S:otland, And it 
ſeems / juſt matter of Admiration, that fo many, not only of 
Engliſh, but of Scotch Families have ftood ſo Firm to the Church, 
againſt all the Artifice of the Presbyter/an Elders, many of them 
hs 3] ] being 


8 


being True and Zeulous Church- men. And it ſeems evident 
to me, that the Difference betwixt the Diſſenters and Confor- 
miſts even in point of Numbers, is by no means in the Propor- 
tion repreſented by the Difſeaters, and that the Niſſenters even 
in the Northern Parts of Ireland: would nat be able to overpow- 
er the Church-Intereſt, from the Qualities, Degrees and other 
Conſiderations on the part of the Confor miſts, were 458 
firmly united in Affection and Intereſt, as the Piſſenters are But 
ſo it is, that the whole Body of the Presbyterians, are intirely 
cemented both in Principles of Religion and -Policy., When 
at the ſame time the Conformiſts, however united in Principles 
of Religion, are moſt miſerably Divided in Principles of Poli- 
cy, in which, one Part joyns entirely with the Presbyterzans. : 
So that really the Church-Intereſt in the North is linking not fo 
much from the dead weight of Preshytery, ;as, from that falſe 
Balance of Occaſional Conformiſts, and. of thoſe Conſtant Confor= 
miſts, who are Politlcai Diſſenters. But to reaſume the Hiſtory. 
It is evident, that the Diſſenters of Ireland, conſcious of their 
growing Power and Trade, and having cultivated a ſtrong In- 
tereſt with ſome Leading Members of the Houſe of Commons be- 
gan to think themſelves ſo Formidable. not to be diſobliged in 
the Reſuſal of any Demand they ſhould make. And a Tryal 
wis made in an Affair of no leſs Conſequence, than that of a 
Motion in the Houſe. of Commons, for a Repeal of all the the Penal. 
Laws againſt Diſſenters for a tine. 
This Diſpenſing Motion was made by Coll. Cunningham in an 
Evening after a tedious Sitting, when the Hoxſe was thin, and 
was warmly and ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed, particularly. (as am in- 
formed) by Mr, Doppiug, and. thrown! out with Indignation, 
r TG ns 4.455 
Though the Diſfenters found upon that Experiment, that. 
they had not Inte reſt ſufficient to Repeal the Laws; yet they 
ſeemed ſo ſecure from being Enacted againſt by any New W. 
that they now rejected with Scorn any Overture for ſuch a To- 
teration, as their Brethren in England enjoyed, tho? they had 
been exceeding tbankful to the Crown for. a Gracious Indul- 
gence, and would have gratefully accepted ſuch a'Law ſome 
Feors before. But at this time, when it was. but ſufpected, that. 
much a Tolcration was, intended them, they rejeQed it with 92 
| 8 Wr 
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utmoſt contempt. Ad an Inſtance can he given, where a Dif= 


fenting Burgeſs, (if not a Magiftrate at that time) told a Gen- 


tleman at the Parhament- Houſe, who: wes expoſtulating with 
him the Unreaſonableneſs of their Rejecting. ſuch a Toleration. 

Damm me, Sir, We ſcorn their Tolewdtion, - and wil aut of no- 
Thing leſs, than a Repealof the Penal Laws. 20 

But to put this matter paſt all doubt: Upon this Oceafion of 
| mentioning a Toleration, with the Tſt- Clanſe, their great Cham: 
| pion Mr. Boyſe was employed, and did at this timę very auda, 
_ciouſly Addreſs the Parliament with the CASE pf the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters of Ireland, in reference toa Bill of Indulgence Repre- 
ſented and Argued, In which Caſe the Deſires of the Diſſenters 
of Ireland were compris'd in theſe TWO Propoſitions. 


15 16. That by a B Indulgence, a fulhSecuxity fon the * 


2 Exexciſe of Religion ling: tu heir Gonſciences might 


« be given then.. | 

« 2dly;\That there be-no doch Clauſes anhexed to it, as may 
« diſable them from Serving their King and Country, By 
which he underſtands'the Sacramental Teſt, as enjopued in Eng- 
land; which appears by the Daſenes of the. Caſe, here he-ſays; 


that granting the Diſſenters a Legal Indulgence with fuch, a Vid. Viadicer 


' f the Diſſent. 
Teſt, would be giving — infirad o Bread, 4 ene of on Bee 


inſtead of a Fiſh. 

This Chainpion ben vp, and: evidently; confuted, in 
| Two excellent Papers wrig, as was ſuppoſed;by the PreſentBis 
| ſhop of Promore.,:; I o the laſt of which Mr; Boyſe! did nt think 
fit to make a0 Re which occaſioned. the Famous Non-Juring 
Teacher Mr. Mc. Bride, Cas generally ſuppoſed) to take up the 
Diſpute, and write a Paper called Animadverſions upon a Paper, 
&c.. in. which he gives yqu the trus Temper and Genius of the 
Diſſenters at that time, and fairly ches whole; 1 
ſlature, to ſet the Rr fi RAhble ab thenu g they ſhopld 
offer to give them ſucha Toleration, ialogged;with a Sacnamen- 

tal Teſt, as the, Nilſenters.of; Exland then had, His, rds are 


theſe, If the Nobility: ang Gentry chat are Conformiſts, who; vid Animad, | 
„in the late Lroubles promiſeli fair: things te, zus Digentezs ges 9 


«ſhould, e Q, fockeit der lage they harm 
ilenaers,; it would be impoſſible to in- 


n to truſſ dem in time af War, who. had- 
" « deceived. 


by Mr, Boyſe, 
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« deerived them in dime of pence; bur we hope the Nobility 
4 and Gentry (i. e. the Pattiament) value 11s, and their 
„ Oun more ——— Both te forme Implacuble Men 
a for Oerimomies. Ic would-be no Prudence to provoke ſuch 
4 Multicades; which an time of Contuſfion little regard ſuch 
« Diſtinctions, as in Peace they do. This was writ by one of 
their choiſe leading Miniſters, 'who has as much the Direction 
and n the Difenters'of ms North, 9.07 Perſon i in 
the Nation. zi 9% bib hn 
Durden Perled, the Biequency of der Presbyteries, Sy- 
nods and Provincial Afemblies began to grow Formidable to the 
Eſtabliſhed Church; they now began the Exerciſe of their In- 
herent Rights more Majorum, in Citing Members of the Eſta- 
Hiſhed Church before their Illegat Judicatures, and Admini- 
ſtring Oaths in the Sortiſp manner with Hands lift up, and Pu- 
niſhing their own Members with their Eceleſiaſtical Cenſures, 
for acting according to the Laws of the Nation. They began 
now avowedly to raiſe Funds to Support their Miniſters in the 
Vielatton of the-Kecleliaſtical and Civil Laws, by a common 
Purſe; of which ſee more in Fremen Head, wherein I am 
t deſtend to Particular Facts. 
HM Conſeiouſneſs of all this Growing Won, od the gert 
Danger of farther Advances, was what did doubtleſs induce 
the Parliament of Ireland to Paſs the ⁊eſt Ad; excluding the 
Diſſenters from Places of Truſt and Power, us The moſt vidi 
and prudeu tial meüns to Prifetv&at eaſt our Ecdtbaſtical Con- 
Ritution om the[Machiniations'of e who at are botnd 7 
— to Subvertlit, ' | are mo 250 35 * 
Wise. 189 1. " 8 QI11N U 
1 proceed: now'to the Fifth 'Petiod;! wha From Poſing the 
* eit Pert Time. 1161 (6 Sthi3 7 f 
Inis AO Masne dener Baſed, bet Wefers of the Ditch. | 
ters 580 the" Fores oP it by Cbnfœming ela fibnaly, and 
Taking tue Sücrzment, to entitle them to K. of Truſt and 
ref. There was ahothor Rank} who would not profiitute 
g 991 Oonſciences] bat ted the goes 5 85 weletter and 
er eee aer amade of thay, 0 Continue Bur- 
dee ee of Towns, without ern hem- 
in ul Nikelihood nn LA this 
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Had it not been for a Reſolution of the Houſe of commons 
obtained in their Debates upon a Petition prefer d by the Lady 
Donegal, charging Mr. George Mc. Artney, with owe Irreg 975 
arities in the Government of the Corporation of. Belſaſt, F 

that Affair was drop d and miſcarriee>in the Houſe, I know 151 
but this is certain, that it produced the Senſe of the Commons, 


with relation to the Teſt Clauſe, which ſeem'd of vaſt Inipor, 
tanee to the Intereſt of the Church, viz. That all the Burgeſſes : 
of Belfaſt were nee by that Act ro take the Sarramental. Toft 3. 3 


and-conftquently'the Plapes of thoſe Diſſenting Bur 4 
had refuſed to to Qualiſe dernen e 085 oh uche foo: 


No ſboner was the Senſe of the "Houſe" of Commons given i in, 
this Point, than Mr, Mc." Artney e an 'Aﬀernbly, and filtd., 
all the Places of the Inqualifie poo 2105 Burch. meg. 


It was' then expecked, ic Ati 192 PP WD 
Kingdom, inthe (at 29 why MH fre? 
that Example: But to the amazét 1 ofa 
ed upon the thing i ſelf, and the Conſequei le TY 
follow, there was carce One of the Toft flor Cor W of. 
this Kingdom, that TR! fie to fofſow 


moſt of all the Places © oil % Dillentip 115 Þ 
ate kept vacant-to” th 05 e teaft. e 0 


5 


Letter, Intention or C of tft Act ok Farhachent, Hig 
what end is much more eaſſe to ſee; than to be well accounted 


for by the Magiſtrates of ſu l who were qbliged- 
copoe rhe 188 in Fic 


this Reſdtütton concerniy og the Nikita Borges | 


had Paſ'd the Biuſe of Commons, the Gucken of exſecution: 
began to riſe to it's higheſt pitch, it was in the Mouths of all 
their Agi tators, their Hanis were tyed ap; Padlocks were put 
upon their Sworun; they cou not 7 up, Arm, 17 2 Cer g. 
or Soldiers th Serve Her Majeſty, that Ac. The 
News was no ſptead ue e Hoyer dee, 55 the 


PrETENDER was expettedd, add that the” Triſh were preparing 


to Riſe in Favour of Him. Now they began in a new ſtream, 


viz, That this Aft bad created il" Tins, divided the Proteſtant In- 
tereſh, and weakned thrir Arcs 1 "the Common Enemy, N. 
was induſtriouffy given our, Piſſenters were reſolved- 


to a Man, not to take up Arms id ence 15 their 4 
| and 


_—_ 
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and Country, ſhould, the Pretender land; hut ſtand by, and let 
al the Garry and Nobility, who. had. marked them, with ſuch. 
a Badge of Infamy ee or e And. to encourage. 
tech il el Hcg, 8 0 6 bediene A0, 0 Pretender, 
an > xe Fe os he il hot derp 4s a.wol} cxecryble: 
Pay er 'Publj ID; to the QU Hy: s moſt Ex- 
ph of 155 20d en ſpread among the Furt hern 
Dan ers, in which this Pr 0 5 is moſt impudent] y advanc- 
Pia. Paralel, . Fo mh 2 ys. that A Fl Papiſts iQ Jre/and ſhould. 


ET or 
ore 


ay to the Diflenters, ery fi al dene, 


„ fd the Diflenters ſho 775 
40 "take e cars 0 41 if .for e elves. We are con- | 


2 


. — = . 


the. ſe ca to a 
J 9 55 Ns, N * in 
gle that t . Ine land 
1 15 the Power Ide e Queen 
War they dust ro Wes Aena 


1 8 g uhren : "when, they, expoſes 
a an rel upon the 
2 FA of the Publick. un ogg was uſed, and Applica- 

tion made, wherever they had the leaſt Influence to obtain Ad- 

J 5 dreffes to Her Majeſty with be da's, 1 7 their Incapacities 
| 5 by, the Teft 6 was h moggſt tbe 
| 1220 this AM; fair, "there MY one. EX „ Prebytes 
| | mA Löcher at Car Ae * * had ;cland inely procured - 
| an Addreſs of his own, to uber by ſome few of the 
| Towg-Jury, without. the Privity either of..t ie Mera, Alger men; 1 
Recorder or Burgelſes of that Corporation, Whie were highly. 


| Refented, that. dt up, the'following.. Advertiſement to '2 

Dublin, to be Pübliht ed in 315 ted News. Paper, bone was \. = 

| accordingly done in the Fhing- oft for September the 30th 1708, - = 

vid. Flvi and is as followeth, © Whexeas in the Dublin Intelligence Dated . = 


Ks. go « Saturday, Auguſt the 28th 75 is Printed an Addreſs, En 
30:b Azn1708 © tituled, The 755 Addreſs. of. the Crand bay gg and other In- 


a Py N ? of Her Ok. oft, n and Loyal Corporation 
of 


dermen, Common-Council- Men and Freemen. 


[33] 
4 of Carickfergus i» the Kingdom of Ireland, at the General 
« Nuarter-Seſſwns of the Peace, held for the County of the ſaid 
* Town, at the Tholſel thereof the 19th day of April, 1708. 
„The Maron, Recorder, Alder men, Sheriffs and Burgeſſes of 
the ſaid Town, at an Aſſembly held the 107% day of Septem- 
„her, 1708, do declare, That the ſaid Addreſs is not the Ad- 
*« dreſs that was made at their 24arter-Seſioxs, by them Ap- 


proved and Preſented to Her Majeſty; and which Her Ma- 


“ jeſty was pleaſed graciouſly to Receive; and that the Author, 
“ and Publiſhers of the ſaid Printed Addreſs have made, and 
** Publiſhed the ſame without the Approbation, Conſent, or 
*« Knowledge of the ſaid Corporation, therefore they do diſ- 
o and diſclaim the ſaid Printed Addreſs, 


Signed by Order, | 
Hugh Smith, Town-Clerk. 


Dur it. ſeems theſe Undertakers for the Party, had leſs Op- 


poſition in Dublin, where they gained their Point, and 
had this Grievance inſinuated in the Addreſs of that City, 
that Her Majeſty might be induced to believe, Her Metropolss 
had interpoſed in behalf of the Perſecuted Diſſenters of Ireland, 


to have them put into Places of Truſt and Profit. This raiſed 


an Amazement and Indignation in all worthy and conſiderate 
Men, to obſerve how the City could be influenced, to act what 
was judged ſo contrary to the Sentiments of a Majority of Al- 


But none of theſe Addreſſes mentioned, (and it is certain the 
Diſſenters could obtain but very few to their purpoſe) came up 
to that bold and daring Addreſs, ſent to Her Majeſty from the 
Diſſenting Miniſters of the North of Ireland, both in their own 


Name, and in the Name of thoſe they Repreſented ; in which they 


firſt introduce their Demands from the Queen, in the moſt ex- 
alted Encomiums of their own great Merit from Her Majeſty, 


and the Publick, in theſe words, viz. Our Vntainted Loyalty 


Vid. Addreſs 


to the Queen, 
from the Diſ- 


in all Turns of Government, &c. are the natural Conſequence of ſenting Mini- 


our known Principles. And afterwards with great Modeſty ang ſters of the 
North of Ire- 


Deference give Her Majeſty * underſtand, That they deeply re- %, 4. 1706 
. | : _— ; 


W . A >. . 


. 
grer, that the Gentlemen and People of their Perſwaſion, are de- 
prived of Serving Hr Majeſty and their Country, Meaning this 
or nothing; That while the Sacrameztal-7eft continues, neither 
the Gentlemen, nor Common- People of their Perfwaſion ſhould 
Serve Her Majeſty, if She commanded their Aſſiſtance, either 
upon an Invaſion, or upon an Inſurrection of Her Subjects. For 
it is plain, when they fay, both the Gentlemen aud People are 


_ deprived of Serving Her Majeſty and their Country, they muſt 


mean, that they are deprived either of the Power or of the Will 
of Serving; they are indeed cautious not to mention either, and 
only fay They are deprived of Serving, not of the Power, nor 
was it poſſible, they could be fo ignorant to imagine it them. 
ſelves, whatever they would inſinuate to the Common- People, 
(for whom this Addreſs ſeems principally calculated.) For al- 
tho? the Act of Parliament doth exclude the Gentlemen of their 
Perſwaſion from Places of Truſt and Profit, who will not qua- 
Hie themſelves by Taking the Sacramental-TJeſt; it cannot be 
pretended, that it deprives the Common Peuple from the Power 
of Serving their Queen and Country, who are not ſuppoſed to 
be in Commiſſion: This can neither he collected from the Let- 


ter Intention, or Conſtruckion of the Ac, nor do F belfeve, 


that any one of thoſe Gentlemen, much leſs of the Common- 
People, would think himſelf liable to a Penalty from that Act, 
ſcrould he (when required) take up Arms as a Volunteer, in De- 
fenee of his Queen and Country; notwithſtanding this Inſinu- 
ation of the Diſſenting Teachers | | F. 
Can it be preſumed, that the Queen; when She commanded 
her Proteſtant Subjects to be Array'd, and take Arms upon the 
Invaſion of the Pretender, in Defence of Her Perſon and Go- 
vernment, could intend to betray Her Presbyterian Subjects of 
this Nation, into a Breach of an Act of Parliament, who could 
not be ſuppoſed to take the Sacrament in the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
or that ſuchof Her Soldiers, who are Diſſenters, and have fery- 
ed Her Majeſty and their Country in Her Armies, are liable to 
the Penalties of that Act, for not Taking the Communion in the = 


- Eftabliſhed Chureb, none of them being required thereunto. 
- This cannot be preſumed with the leaſt face of Reafon, and 
therefore it is manifeſt; that thoſe Diſſenting Minifters, who 


Adreſſed the Queen in that manner, could not believe, * 


[35 ] 
the People of their Pryſwaſon wete deprived of the Power of 
Serving 


being expreſſed, tis evident they muſt mean this or nothibg, 
That their People were deprived of the Vi, or would hot 
Serve their Queen and Country, till that 7f- A was Repeal'd, 
It could not be imagined, that the Diſſenters durſt be in ear- 
neſt with their inſolent Threats, till a little time gave us grounds 
to apprehend, that they reſolved to be True to their Principles, 
and follow the Ditections of their Spiritual Leaders. | 
For when the Government of this Kingdom had given out 
Commiſſions, to Array the AdiHitizupon the Threatned Invaſi- 
on of the Pretender, and InſurreQion of his Adherents; Num- 
bers of the Diſſenters ſeetn'd reſo}ved to follow this Advice of 


their Teachers, who had hefore declared themſelves their Re- Vid. Addrefs 
to the Queen, 


Anno 1708. 


pve ſentatives. The following Account of their Behaviour upon 
that Occaſſon, I will give verbatim, as 1 had it from ſome 


Gentlemen, who were Commiſſioners of this Array in the moſt 
Populous Parts of the North ot Feland, and where the Power 
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of Presbytery is moſt prevalent. 


— 


An Arcon Given, and Subſcribed by Brent Spencer E/; 


| One of the Commiſſioners of Array for the Barony of 


FL 


ereens. 


Ma 
cs I ey the Tnvafidh by the Pretender, when the AMlitia of 
3 the North of Ireland was to be Arrayed, it was ge- 
„ herally talked, That the Presbytetian Difſenters would not 
take vp Arms, nor take the Oaths, which were to be Admlni- 
*« fired to the Commiſſioners of Array. Upon the Day appoint- 
_ © ed for the Array of Militia in the Barony of Maſfſereene; Brent 
_ © Spencer Eſq; One of the Commiſſioners, and a Lieytenant 
« of the County,. aud who' Was to be Captain of tles Tivop, 
„which was then to be-Raiſed, appointed the Perſons, which 
« Were to be Arrayed to compleat..a Tro , and Foot- Compaſiy, 
to meet him at Litburn. Upon the Call of the Roll of ſuch 
„ Petſons, who were judged - beſt Qualified to Serve, one Ri- 
« chard Grahger, Merchant at Liiburn, at the Head of ſeveral 
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their Queen and Country, And there being no medium 
in this caſe betwixt the Vi and power of Serving, and neither 


* Ruling Elders, and other Presbyterians, upon the ſaid Mt. 
| ** Spencer's tend'ring the Oath of Allegiance, abſolutely.refuſed to 
me Thathir,” take the ſaid Oath to Her Majeſty, in-which they all concur- 
Mc. Cracken © Ted to a man, ſaying that there was ſomething in that Oath 
the Now. Furey © relating, to the Prince of Wales, and that God forbid, they 
is edeirTeach- © \ ſhould ſwear; That He was not King James's Son; upon 
diy fen V hich they deſired the ſaid Mr. Spencer to read the Cath to 
Jaceti, Prin- them, - which he accordingly did; upon which they deſired 
ciples muſt * time to conſider of it, and went immediately out of the 
=_ 8 Court, and in a ſhort time returned again, and ſaid, they 
Kim, « bad-confidered of it, and finding nothing in it relating to 
the Prince of Wales, were willing totake it, and according- 
* ly did. But beſides theſe Perſons before-mentioned, who 
were headed by Richard Granger aforeſaid, there were ſeve- 
ral other Diſſenters, who abſolately refuſed the Oath of Alle- 
giance in the Face of the Court, particularly one S ma and 
\** © one Dung married to the Siſter of Mr, Mc. Crackan, the Non- 
« FJuring Teacher of Lizhuru, as Mr. Spencer is informed, z they 
« refuſed the Oath, after it was publickly read, in a moſt inſo- 
. * lent and impudent manner, Upon Refuſal of which, Two 
* Perſons and Others, Mr. Spencer propoſed to John Peirce Eſq; 
the other Commiſſioner; that the Act of Parliament would 
juſtifie the Committing of them 3 upon which N 
*«. was afſured by men of Credit and Reputation, that it was 
« rumour'd amongſt the Presbyterians, Fal who refuſed that © 
« Oath were Committed, all the Goals in the County would not 


* beld them. To this, Relation Mr. Spencer has Subſcribed d. 


will ſtand to every Point thereof. 
A farther Aceount of this matter, take from a Letter Writ 
by Meſtenra Waring Eſq; to his Friend, the Original whereof. 
is in my Poſſeſſion, ;, Keen ee e War! 


a 


: 
* 
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, LE & bas... 0 ine e e e ad wont * 
| SIR, is bor: „d 01 Belfaſt, May, 25 th. 17740. Dog 
2. I may. full anſwer your Querie, viz. How I obſerved 
| the Diffenters to behave themſelves, and to be affected 
i to Her Mafcfty's Service and the Prefervation of this Kingdom, 
| quring the late/[nvaſion threatned andatterppted by the Prater: 
: | * 1 , en Aa N 127 eee " den 


oY 


1 
der and bis Adherents againſt Her Majeſty's Dominions. : 1s | 
will be proper to acquaint yon, that pur ſuant to tbe Commiſſion of | 
Arr ay for the County of Antrim, and the annexed Inftruftions there- | 
unto, The Commiſſioners met at | Antrim about, the Beginning of 1 


May, 1708. and Sub- diuided the ſelves, the better, and more 
ſpeedily to execute the ſaid Commiſſion in the \ſeveral. Baronies. of 
the ſaid. County; that I was of the number of. the Commiſſoners, 
7 ointed.to array Part of the Barony of Belfaſt, at Beitaſt, on 
urſday the 20th of May, 1708. aforeſaid, where the Country- 
People to a great number appeared; that the Per ſons we firſt pitch. 
ed upon for the Service, were of the Eſtabliſhed Church.of Ireland, 
who, upon the Oaths of Allegiance being tender d to 11. readily - 
aud c hear fully took the ſaid Oaths, and ſhewed themſelves Reſolute | * 
and Hearty for the Ser vice, and to Defend.to their utmoſt powers "Mk 
Her Majeſty's Government and the Kingdom againſt the Pretender, 1 
and all Invaders whatever; that when Ne came to tender the ſaid 
Oaths tothe Diſſenters,theyſhewed themſelves averſe to take them, 
very unwilling to Serve in the Militia, for the Defence of the 
Country; and thoſe of them that did take the Oaths, ſeem'd to 
- take them thro" fear of. Puniſhment, and by Compuſion, and with 
4 25 * great Reluctancy; and Maria thens a 8 refuſed 
5 take, the [aid Oaths, or to be enliſted inthe, M tia, particu- 
arly-where.1 art ayed the Inbabitants of the Paxiſh of Templc-Pa- 
trick, all or moſt of them- being Tenants to (ot worth Upton Eq; 
would, not take. the ſaid Oath, nor be Euliſted: Mr, Schaw and L 
committed Fourteen of them, whom we. had pitch'd upen for the 
Service, upon their. Refuſal to take the ſaid Oaths, or to Serve in 
the Militia ;. che Names of thoſe Per ſons are Wente John 
'T 


4 
. 7 A opuaia ts on. 
4 - 
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Boyſe, John. Bryerly, William Karbiſen, reenhall, Gil- 
bert Drenon, James Martyn, James Hunter, Thomas Coleman, 
ames Moor, Samuel Wright, James Toddet; Allen Neal, Mun- 
go Daviſon— Before the Mittimus for theſe Per ſons.to ſend them 
to Goal could be drawn, they Petitioned to be Bailell till the iſt of 
— June following, being the net Meeting of the Commiſſioners upon 
Adjournment; alledging they were unacquainted with the nature of 
the Oaths, and that in that tim they would inform themſelves from 
their Landlord: Mr, Upton, and the Presbyterian Teacher in the 
ſaid Puriſh of Temple-Patrick, of the Signification and Import of 
the ſaid _Oaths, _. . . 
| | 14 
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ſaid Odths. This Petition of theirs Mr. Schaw and 1 granted, 
and James Crafford, Conſtable of Temple-Parrick was Bound in 
Recopnizance of Twenty Pounds fterl. tha the aforeſaid Perſons 
lt all of them appear before the Commiſſioners at the next Meet- 
ing on the 1ſt of June folfowing ; but not am of the ſaid Perſons 
appeared on the' ſaill 1ſt of June, and the Clerk bad Orders to re- 
turn the of the aforeſaid Recognizance of Twenty Pounds of 
the Conſtable bound for them. The Storm of the Invaſion blew over, 
God Almighty was in His great Mercy pleaſed to avert the Danger, 
. andthe Compliment of the Militia w4s made up without them, 
- | That part of the Barony that was appointed to be Arrayed at 
Straid, on Tueſday the 25th of the aforeſaid May, 1908. con- 
fifted maſt of Diſſenters, and as Tam credibly informed, They in a 
full Body, and ſome Gentlemen at the Head of them abſolutely refu- 
ſed to take the ſaid Oaths, or to Serve in Defence of their Conn- 
try at that time, Of this Mr. Andrew and M. Edward Clements 
can give you 4 per fett Account, who ated ns Commiſſioners at that 
For the Town of Belfaft a Company confifting of Ninety Per ſorts 
was tobe arrayed, the faid Companyto be Commanded by the Sove- 
raign of the ſaid Town for the Time being. When the ſaid Contþa- 
ny was drawn ont on the Array, the then Soveraign and the other 
Officers took the Oaths at the Head of the Company, wirwithſt nd- 
ing which goo Example the Diſſenters of the ſaid Company, to the 
Number of Twenty Six at leaf abſolutely refaſed to take the ſaid 
Oaths. And of this Particular you may be more fly made ac- 
quainted by the fail Sovetaign. This # the moſt perfetf, plain and 
comprebenfree Account Tran give of my own Knowledge and Obſer- 
vation in this Affair, which in complyance with the Requeſt, you 
were plear'd to mate to me when I'was laſt in your Company, I now - 
ſen jon; the Relation is very trup, I know at of what Service it 
r REO aaNet: 
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Tour molt Humble Servant, 
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the Writings and Addreſſes of the Diffenting Teachers, with 
the Behaviour of their People; how far ſuch Teachers have 
been the Frumpeters, who have ſounded the Retreat from the 
Serviee of their Queen and Country, and that I may not reſt 
purely in a ſpeculative Proof of this Imputation, F here pro- 
duce à Letter written by the Reverend' Mr. Ziward' Mathews, 


Curate at Carrickfergus, relating to the Conducł of one Adair 
a Diſſenting Teacher of that Place, upon ſpeeding the Com- 


miſſion of Array; that part of the Letter which refers to this 


Point, is in theſe words, vi. You know what Oppoſition: 


the Commiſſioners of Array met witt! in the County of Au- 
trim, upon the Array of the'Miliria, whictt made our then 
cc Mayor, Mr. For (man; apprehenſive of the fame d&fficulties in 


4 Arraying the M#itia of this Place; and therefore as the like. 
« lisſt way to obviate them, apply himfelf to Mr. Klar, 
© the Presbyterian Teacher of this Town, defiring that he 


« would with his Prefence and Advice influence thoſe of his 
« perſwafſon, peaceably to take the Oatlis offered to them b 


„ the-Commitliioners'; notwithſfanding which Requeſt, and 


1 chat the Refuſal of the Oaths in the County of Aurim made 


n great Noiſe, and was fpreading amongſt the Crouds here. 


whether induſtriouffy or no, I cannot teil, That rey muſt al 


1 'Swear to be Church-men ; when the prefixed Day came, Mr. 
* Atair, to the Mayor's great Surprize, thought it moft conve- 
« njent to Ride out of Town, This, Sir, is the plain Matter 


of Fact, for the Truth of which E will be anſwerable. 
F would gladly be informed by the Diſſenting Teachers, 
who had Addreffed the Queen in the Name of thoſe they Repre- 


*Fmted; whether ſuch Practices be confiſtent- with that Untainr-- 
ed Loyalty, they profefs to Her Majeſty from their known Prin- 


ciples, This is ſo grofs and palpable, that it is Amazing, how 
men can have a Front to face it; yet they ſeem ſo little touch- 


ed with either the ſenſe of Shame or Guilt in this Matter, that 


I believe they would not ſtand to Preface the next Addrefs, they 


ſhould, fend to the Queen with the ſame Profeſſions of Dntuint- 
1 TLoyalty; and in this they would but follow the laudable 


Example of their Predereffors in Bagiand of whom my Lord 
n 5 Clarendow: 


vo 
4 


[ will be evident to any Fmpartial qui who compares - Boe 


— — — — — — 
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„ reel 

A Claren. Clarendon relates, That when the Presbyterian Miniſters dif. 
4s Hiſt, 80. puted with King Charles I. about Epiſcopacy, they all beha- 

- Pt. 34.5. 216 © ved themſelves With that Rudeneſs, as if they, were to be 90 
be R to the King any more than to Biſhops; and 


ee en een en dee, bee and e, 


* told Him, that It he did not conſent to the utter aboliſhing 
« of Epi ſcopacy, He. would be Damm d. They lived after the Re. 
*« ſtauration of King Charles Il; and accord ing to the Modeſty 
«* of that Race of People, came. to. ki His Majzty's Hand, and 
«* continued the ſame Zeal in all Seditious Attempts. 
.-. Theſe Diſſenting Teachers could. not be ignorant; that the 
Hearts apd, Hands of their People. had ever depended upon 
their 18 all 1 of 4 1 05 either attempt- 
ed, or effected by them ever ſince the Reformation ; that their 
8 10 91 lefs than it was in Bglaud at the Be- 
91 d Clarendex;ob- 


ginoing of the Troubles. in 41. when as my L 
vid. Claren- ſerves, © The) were of great Authority, becauſe they were do in- 
don's Hiſt. 80. “ flame all forts of Arete Obligation of Conſcience; and 
vol. 1. 7. 165 „ in order thereunto had liberty to erect a Tribunal, the moſt 
4 Tyrannical, over all Sorts pf Men, and all the Fawilies of 
* the Kingdom: So that the Preacher reprehended the Huſ- 
« band, governed the Wife, chaſtiſed the Children, inſulted 


* over the Seryants, Sc. They could not forget how great 

ir Influence had been in Ireland, Anno 1649. when they 

could engage their People to ſuffer any Perſecution, rather 

Vid./Deet,} than Serve as Officers, or Soldiers under the Lord of Ards, or 

tation of the Marqueſs of Or mond, acting by Commiſſion from King Charles II. 

Presbytery at They know with what Spirit their People are charged at this 
— — Juncture; and how it is in their power to direct them, as they 
m pleaſe. And therefore had they been Perſons ot that Untainted 

| Loyalty to the Qeeen,, as they pretended ; they would have · 

cheerfully, embraced that Occaſion to animate their People, 
to encourage them to Arm in Defence of Her Majeſty and their 
Country ; and would not have ſo ſcandalouſly with- dran 
themſelves, from inſtructing and d irecting them, in whom they 
had raiſed ſuch unaccountable Scruples upon tend'ring the 
Oaths. It was ſurely their Duty to have been preſent to Rec- 
tifie their Principles, and Satisfie their Noubts, had not they 

themſel res inſtilled. the One, and raiſed the Other. 1 

| | 
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Io give you 4. Sample of the nature ot thoſe Principles, 
which were infuſed into the Common - people, take the follow- 


ing Inſtance, upon which I do jay the greater ſtreſs from the 


Aęgravation of it's being offer d to a Perſon. of no leſs Conſe- 


quence and Authority in his Country, than Mr. Charles Oneal ; 
who when Commiſſioner of Array, was expoſtulating with ſuch 
of the Diſſenters, who had raiſed, their Set of Scruples againſt 
Taking the Oaths, and azked one of them Mpether be would not 
Swear.to be True to the Queen? Sir, Reply'd the Fellow iu the 
the Face of the Country, NU be True to the Queen, as long as 
She will le us tomw. e ene: . ng e 

It is probable; this Conditional Subject was a Diſciple of a 
Celebrated Elder and Patriot in that Country, who had the 


Hardineſs to Drink at a Publick Table, Tu hig Sveraign Lord 


the People. But ſuch Untainted: Zojaliſts:would.; do well to 
conſider, that our Monarchy is not yet Reduced ſo low, to be 
inſulted in this manner with Impunity; that we ha ve ſtill ſuf- 
ficient Numbers, whoſe Principle it is to drink to their Soveraign 
Lady the QUE EN, and take Arms in Defence of Her Per- 
Ton and Government, and Oppoſe all ſuch, who (upon any pre- 
tence whatſoeyer)dare refuſe the Oath of Allegiance to the Queen; 
or to Abjure the Pretender. a fig Md bn 
How far their Teachers have exerted themſelves; in poyſon- 
ing the Minds of the People with ſuch Principles, you may 
judge by the following Account, which I had from Perſong os 
Undoubted Credit and Veracity, who will be anſwerable for 
any part, which may be denyed either by; Mr. Ac. Crackan, ot 
any of his Advocates. 1 li: an! 

Mr. Mc, Crac kan the Non-Juring Teacher of Lisburn, at a 
Communion held in the Periſh of Auabilt, in the County of 
Down, about 2 or 3 ears ago reached a Sermon upon a. Text 
out of Galatians, Chap. v. verſ. 1. His Method of Speaking toit 


„ was, Firſt, He enlarged upon theSlavery of the Jewiſh Yoke 


« of Ceremonies ; Next he de ſcended to the;Popiſh Loke; and, 
then fell to a, Third, Lake, in; the manner; dollowing,,yiz- 
*. There (ſays; he) another; Toke, 46 had a am he fan mente 
mean t he Toke of Commons Prayer, of Kneelingy af dhe Sigg of, 
the Croſs, of the Surplice; gc. That 5s the Devils Toke, aud 


« they that bear it, are in dhe way to Hell. I fee a great many, 
a G 2 : 1 895% 
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*%2of you here, that go k hut way, e It is the Devil's 
lr! but ist! People they fy ure t0'be tryed by it; but 1 
2 aft Oby "3 People wid never” ſubmit to t; and for 
Aich pont lub . S NT have no Good in their Hes. 
From his f Expreffion it is evident, this Incendiary would 
n nuate te his Pyegtyterian Hearers, that the Government was 
nor True g them, and conſequetitly by cbe principle advanted 
to Mer nene they were not tobe Tre to the Government.” Bur 
che Sting ef the Dodtfine here Prench'd, does ho lie entirely in 
Mat Font. SJ CT TUAL e $93 71 140008 h? $ wy bo 170 
Lou may remember, that I ſhew'd from Mr. Mabem's Let- 
ter, how it was iaduftriouſſy ſpread thro? the Country, that the 
Oaths wh were to be tend'red by the Commiffidners of Ar- 
mY wert, That the Diſenters muſt al Swear tv bt Church. men. 


is Mr. N. Curb muſt in all probabflity have inſinuated 
to his Congtegation, K hen he told them, That Chriſt'r People 
were to be tryed, aud that They, t bat are His.own People, will 
r e | 
Lamm ihſbrrted, that this Ma- Preached the ſame Ser- 
mon im different Places, and then 1 think it is tb Secret, how 
the Common People in thoſe Parts bf the Myth have been ter- 
rified by ſuch Amuſements, as every Diſſenting Teacher in the 
Nation muſt ha ve known to be both Abſurd and Ridiculous. 
Dur ing this laſt Period, the Affairs of the Church and Kirk 
ef rn ſeem'd to dtaw near a Crifis, The Beam was lift up 
with che Church and Laws in one Scile, and the Kirk wih 
dend weight of ſome Perſons in Eminent Station in the other. 
About this time the Miniſter of Belfaſt was caft in a Suit, 
which highly concerned'the Tatereft of the Eſtablined Church 
ef Ireland, the Judgment and Reafons upon which it was 
groundeg Having etifely defeated the Att of parliament, for 
the Pov f Miniſters in Towns Corporate, and effekted moſt 
if not all the Commiffions of Valuation which had been, or 
could be granted by Virtue of that A ꝶ r. 
There was not one Pariſh in'any Te wn Corporate in this Na- 
Fon, eden here 'Cothmiſſions of Valuaticr.had been granted, 
from the firlf Wauidg e that Re GY EVO gay) that this Judg- 
ment · did not effect except ſomè of theCehreral Parihes of the 
City of Dicblix, that appears ſtotm the drincipal Reaſon, — 
. | %E W Kh: 
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which this Judgment was grounded; and the % Une ute 
upon by the Lord Chief - Juſtice Pyze, viz. That Belfaſt was A 
Town Corporate within a Pariſh, and thut Act was intended for the 
Relief of ſuch Miniſters only, who had Pariſhes 125 Towns: 
porat. Whereas that very-Counſel, whe had «ther fr 
modelt'd'that Act, and he muſt de prefumed to — 55 
known the true latent and Purport thereof, had, in a ſhort time 
after that Statute was made, I 2 ed out Commiſſions of Valua- 
tion to the ſeveral Towns Corporate of Cork, ' Kinſaſe, Limrick 
Clonmel, &c. in every one of which the Pariſhe © extend beyon 
the Limits of the Towns Corporate; and the Commiſſſogs 
jſſued in the ſame Form with that of Belfaſt. A\full Ale if} 
of which Proceeding 1 intend very ſoon to Publiſh,” © + 
There never ſurely was any Suit, which the Difſenters in ge- 
| nefal made more a Party- Cunſe, and which they and their Ad- 


vocates laid more to heart; and indeed (all things being confi-, . _.. 
dered) iti is not to he wonder'd at! beipg likely to prove of thelaft .-;4.; - 


Conſequence to the Intereſt of the Kirk upon ſeveral Accounts. 


Firſt, By ſinking the Income of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy in vihs ob 


ſuch Frontier Poſts, which Places they had moſt vigorouſly at- 
tacqued in theNortheyy Parts of the Kingdom, and'which in the 


Progreſs of their Conqueſt Southward they intended firft to in- ni 227 
veſt, as appears by their Miſſion to Drogheda, &c. which tol- Na 


DS lowed: immediately upon this Defeat. 

Secondly, They could not but foreſee into what a Dragonable 
State, this Judsment would Reduce all Minifters of Towns 
Corporate i in this Kingdom, even where the Valuation had been 
granted: An Opinion having been given to the Convocation, 
Signed by ſeveral Eminent Lawyers, That whatever Judgment was 

given in this Suit, it wonld be ſo General, as.to effect all Towns 

Corporate 7 this Kingdom, who might be entitl d to ſuch Valuation 
by Virtue of the Aft for Proviſion of Miniſters in Towns Corporate. 
Thirdly, It was evident, That the Clergy in Towns Corpo- 
rate, where the Valuation had obtained, muſt lie at the Mercy 
of any of their Caprieious Pariſhioners, who might take Advan- 
tage of this Judgment on Reeord in the Queen - Bench: So that 

either the Principles or the Subſiſtance of ſuch Miniſters muſt 
depend upon the Humour of every Recorder, who may have 
the Direction of ſuch Corporations. This the Diffenters might 
6 2 | imegine, | 
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imagine, would oblige. the Clergy in ſuch Places to chat kind 
of Moderation in their Principles and Practices, which might 


ſerve ſor a Scaffold to reſt the eb Wen the Ruins of the 
Nn 


T7 


K Upon fuchMotives s 48 theſe, it is plain, the Diflznters were 

bow i this Suit, that nothing was more common with 
th em, t n to declare, "That they would ſpend vaſt Sums of Mony, 
| d he aſt in that Cauſe. I was informed by the Reverd. 
And Hon 9 Mr. Chia beſter, That he was preſent in Bel faſt, when 


3 Steward, a Gentleman who lived in Landon, encoura ged tile 
hs 555 Belfaſt carry an Appeal to ugland, eee he | 


ere) and that hez., for-þisown:part would engage to 
Raiſe an Hongred. Foungs, in London, towards: Proferuting the 
Appeal. 
It is not to e asg * Alacrity aud Reſolution this 
: Defea t.of. the Church gave the Norchern Diſſenters, and what 
e Lord ya Ce irs gain d do the Two Judges, who had ſo reſalutely. 


ſtice 


u. Controld the judgment of the Lord Lieutenant and Council, and 


P 
- ſlice Me. — took a Power. out of their Hands, which was ever before judged 


a ha from to be manifeſtly Veſted in them by Act of Parliament; and 
Juſtice _ which they had exerciſed ſo oſten whout any Oppoſition, 
differed in O- ſinee that Act was made. 

pinion, and Akan day expected, when all the T Towns * 
pave it for the this Kingdom, which were under the ſame Cixcumſtances with 


Belfaſt ſhould follow this Preſident; (a Record of a Judgment 


in Fact ſtanding againſt all ſuch: Miniſters. But tothe great 


Credit of ſuch Corporations, there was none, which 
offered to take the Advantage of that Judgment, but one of the 
Pariſhes of Cork, in which, altho' the Miniſter had for many 
| Years enjoy'd the Valuation without any Interruption, yet 
the Preſent Incumbent Mr. Maul aſſured me, that his Pariſhio- 
ners were lately commencing a Suit againſt him, on the ſtrength. 
of that Judgment on Record in the Queen 5-Benoh, given in the 
Caſe of Belfaft ; but I have been ſince informed, that for ſome 
| Reaſons they thought fit to let that Affair drop at preſent. 

The Miniſter of Belfaſt was obliged to acquieſce in this Judg- 

ment, durſt not venture to profecute an Appeal, foreſeeing the 


Conſequence of having ſuch a Judgment Confirmed, which 


was much to be feared, as matters then ſtood. |. 
| Ih 
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In the mean time the Eſtabliſhed Church was ſo Secure, that 
no man durſt with any Safety to his Reputation, if not his Per- 

Jon, ſay She was in Danger. | wks ty 
For this, you had the words not only of ſome of her own 
Members, who pretended to be Pillars within, but of ſome Emi- 
nent Presbyterians, who ſet up to be Her Buttrices without, and 
would drink to her Proſperity, and declare they never would deſire 
3 Presbytery to be Eſtabliſhed, Tis true, there were others, who re- 
; ally thought the Church paſt Hopes, and the Kirk paſt Fears. 
And it is plain, their Opinion ſeem'd but too well grounded, 
: when the Kirk had now arrived to the ſame pitch, that 
= they had riſen after Presbytery was Eſtabliſhed in Scotland, and 


that you may the better judge of the Degrees of their Elevati- 
on in thoſe different Times, take the Two following Relations. 
Ihe Firſt came to my hands after 1 had finiſhed that Period, 
to which it belongs in point of Time ; but with reſpe& to the 
Matter I think it very pertinent in this place, being ſo exactly 
agreeable to the Poſture of their Affairs, during the Govern- 
ment of this Kingdom under His Excellency the Lord Wharton. 


— — — 


This Account received from a Reverend and moſt 
Worthy Prelate, as his Lordſhip had it out of the 
Secretaries Office in London. | 


A STM Dublin, January 3. 1711. 
þ Do remember, That July 1690. or thereabouts, I heard of 
1 ſome Deſigns of Diſſenters to the Diſadvantage of the Chureh 
in Ireland; upon it I went to the Secretaries Office, and there I 
underſtood, that Two Petitions had. been preſented. to the King by- 
the Lord Maſſereen, Sir Robert Adair, and one Abernethy, 
in the firſt there was 4 Project to aboliſh Epiſcopacy im 
; the North of Ireland, according to the Model of Scotland. The- 
Reaſons for this were, That that Country was. entirely Scotch, at 
leaſt of the Presbyterian Per ſwaſion ; That they had the whole 
Charge or Care of. the Souls of that Part, aud that They were the. 
great Inſtruments of Sitting up and Supporting His Majeſty"s Inte- 
reſt. in that Country, This. Account I had of the firſt . 


4 * . 
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Trever could get @ Copy of it. Of the ſecond Petirion delivered ly 


the ſame Per ſons I have a Copy, the Subſtance of whith I remember 
ſets out the Purity of their Worſhip, and their many Services, 
the great Weight upon them from the NegleFed Cures. And for 
their Support in the Diſcharge of their Duties, they deſired, in order 
to encourage their Worſhip and Diſeipline, till there could be a 
Legal Eftabliſhment of Both. that the little Profit of the Deſerted 
Livings of that Country might be Collefted by them. This, they ſaid, 
would encreaſe Prayer for His Majeſty, and highly advance oy 
gon the Proteſt ant e and Religion. | 


It is certain the Repulſe which our Northern Diſſenters met 


with in this and ſome other Attempts, made them more modeft 


in their Demands for ſome time. They ſeem'd to acquieſce in 
an Indulgence, which they did with reaſon prefer to a Tolerati- 
on. But they fill lay upon the lurch, waiting for proper Occa- 
ſions; it ſeems the Efforts they made upon the Invaſion of the 
Pretender did not anſwer, they found the Legiſlature were not 
Reduced to ſuch Difficulties, to be inſulted and threatned into 
a Repeal of the 7eſt : However it ſeems during that ſtruggle, 
they were ſpirited up to the ſame Height, that they had been, 


when they Petitioned the King for the Church-Livings, as be- 


fore- mentioned. 
And this you may learn ſrom the Second Relation given to 


me by the Reverend Mr. Ford, Arch-Deacon of Derry, with 


| Autt arity to Publiſh it, viz, That when his Proftby George 


Leake ws ſetting his Tthes i in the Dzoceſs of Derry for the Tear, 
1710. ſeveral f the Pariſhioners demanted of the ſaid Leaks, 
that he ſhould gage before Witneſſes to Return the ſeveral Sums 
agreed for, Provided that They, ww were Diſſenters, ſhould be 
exempted jrom Paying their Tythes, before the Terms of their Re- 
Peck ve Payments became Due. 

This Fact, however extraordinary it may ſeem, can be no juft 
matter of Admiration, when we confider the Conditions of the 
Church and Kirk of Ireland, as they ſtood towards the latter 
end of this laſt Period ; of this you may form a Judgment from 
the following Fact, too Recent to be forgotten, a d too Noto- 
rions to be deny d. 

The Northern Presbyterians had by Synodical Ads of their 


II, gal Afemblies, lentout Miſſionaries to invade our Conforming 
| Congregations 
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Congregations. This Invaſion, however againſt the Rules of 
their Diſcipline, (requiring a CALL -from the People, which 
they had conſtantly before expected) began to grow Formidable 
to the Eſtabliſhed Church. 3 
The Conqueſts of the Diſſenters had been long confin'd to 
the Northern Parts of Ireland, but they now began to proceed 
Sout hward. Diſſenting Teachers were ſent to Cork, Kinſal, 
Galway, Beiturbet, Eui ſcort hy, and to many other Places, here 
they never had the leaſt footing betore. Drogheda was the firſt 
Corporation, that durſt make a ſtand againſt this prevailing 
Power of Presbytery, and it is highly probable their Succeſs in 
that point would have governed all the reſt. This Corpora- 
tion attempted to put the Laws in Execution, and proceeded 
ſo far towards getting a Final Judgment againſt them, that the 
Diſſenters had no reſort, but to fly to His Excellency the Lotd 
Wharton, then in the Government; and in that Criſis His Ex- 
celtency was pleaſed to interpoſe, and procured them the San- 
Quary of a Mili Proſequi, juſt as the Legal Penalty had almoſt 
reached them. Ir muſt be allowed, that His Excellency was ſo 
Candid in this Affair. that he had before intimated in his Speech 
from the Throne, That the Deer of Ireland were neither to be 
Per ſecuted nor Molefted. And by this Practical Comment imme- 
diately following, we muſt believe that He intended, The 
Diſſenters onid not be moleſted in their forcible Entries into our 
Corporations ani Congregations, m.. 
This further appears, trom His Excellencies refuſing to Inter- 
poſe in behalf of the Church, when apply'd to by my Lord Pri- 
mate in this Caſe; and afterwards Interpoling with this Noli 
Projequi in behalf of the Kirk, when apply'd to by Mr. Stephers 
Agent for the Diſſenters. The whole Procedure of which Fatt. 
2 it's Circurnſtances, 1 refer to the Second Patt of this 
This Fact as truly ſtated, muſt needs ſtrike all true Sons of 


the Church with an entire Conviction, that nothing leſs than / 


Her Ruin was in the direct view of Some, and Connived.at by 


Others. I profeſs, it ſeems ſo glaring, that T-cannot conceive hour 


it is poffible do obſebre it; and if Attempts ſhould be made to 
raile ſuch Clouds, it is hoped the following ſuch Facts will be 
able to Diſpel them. R 


— — 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
The 
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The Second Part. 7 
Aving thus far traced the General Behaviour of the 
Diſſenters, from the Beginning of the Rebellion in 
1641. I now deſcend to the Enumeration of ſome 


| AS Particular Fats well Atteſted, Illuſtrating and Con- 
firming what is Affirmed of them in the Firſt Part. 

| MEAT. 
N Difſenters of this Kingdom preſume ſo far to exert the 

A inherent Right of Chriſts Kingdom, (as they phraſe Presby- 
terian Government) that they Convene when & where they pleaſe ; 
form themſelves into Preyteries, Claſſical and Provincial Synods, 
in u hich Aſſemblies, by the Principles of their Eccleſiaſtical Poli- 
ty, they exerciſe a Jurisdiction Superior to, and independant of 
the Civil Magiſtrate jn many Inſtances, Theſe Aſſemblies are 
Frequent and Numerous of late, very Publick with an Appear- 


— 


ance of Authority, at ſome times; as Priyate with Doors and 
Windous fhut, at other times; inſomuch that all Conſiderate 


Men are amazed at their Preſumption, and alarm d at the man- 
ere, in oi 2th 
It is preſumed, this Fact will not be deny'd. being ſo Notori- 


dus; but becauſe both the Matters upon which they proceed, 


and the Manner of their Acting in ſuch Aſſemblies, may be a 
Secret to Many, I will give you one Inſtance, which may ſerve 
for all, as it was offered by the Reverend Arch-Deacon 50000 . 


Hamilton, and read to a Committee of the Lower-Houſe of, 
Convocation.. | 


2D. Andre.  « Mr. William Gray a Diffenting Miniſter, before he was 
Information Heard or Examined, was Suſpended by the Presbytery, of 


to the Convo- which he was a Member, for being Married clandeſtinely. 


cation, A»g»ft ©"When be appeared before the Preghytery, he produced, one 


4714. 


4 Witneſs, who ſwore bis being preſent when Mr, Gray was, 


Married by 2 Minifter of the Church of England, (as they ex- 


hre ſſed 


ä — 


— — , 
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* 
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« preſſed it) and the Presbytery came to a Refotution to Suſtain 
' (as they phraſe it) the Marriage, and they enjoyned him to 
* make Confeſſion before his on Congregation, to remove the 
«« Offence given them by his being Married clandeſtinely. When 
he had performed this, one Stephenſon of another Congrega- 
tion gave in a Libel, conliſting of many Articles againſt the 
** ſaid Gray, and the Presbytery ſtill continued his Suſpenſion, 
*« tho* his Congregation applyed inore than once, and very ear- 
e neſtly in his behalf. It is to be obſerved, that One of the 
Articles in the Libel was, That the ſaid Gray converſed much 
** with thoſe of a different Per ſwaſion. Some time after the Libel 
was exhibited, there was a Hearing in the Meeting-Houſe of 
Derry with their Doors open, and Multitudes of People pre- 
*« ſent, and ſeveral Witneſſes were publickly examined by the 

*: Presbytery. Before they came to a Sentence, Stephenſon ap- 
| *« peald to the General Synod at Antrim, in Jane, 1706, 
« Whoreferred the Cauſe to a Committee of Sixteen Miniſters, 
and as many Elders, to be Hear'd and Determin'd at Strabane; 
* the Synod alſo appointed the Diſſenting Miniſter of Stra- 
* bane (One of the Sixteen) to be Clerk to the Committee, and 
to ifſue Summons for Witneſſes, and Reſolved that the whole 
« Expence, that ſhould attend this Affair, ſhould be defrayed 
out of the Common Stock, | | 


The Summons which were iſſued out, . were in this Form. 


« HEREAS. there is Information of Scandal given in a- 
"0 gainſt the Reverend Mr. William Gray, and you 
« A. B. of the Congregation of D. can give ſome light t berein. 
« Theſe are therefore to deſire and obteſt you, as you value the 
« Glory of God, the Good of Religion, and the Maintaining of 
« Truth, to appear. before a Committee of Minifters and Ellers, 
« at Strabane, the day of July next. Aud this by Order 
« of the Synod is Subſcribed by | : | 


william Holms. 


In this matter about Eighty or Ninety Perſons were ſum- 
« moned, ſome of the Communion. of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
« particularly Mr. John Hamilton of Drumeny, in the Pariſh of 
*«- Donoughedy in the Dioceſs of Derry, who was a conſtant Com- 

municant at his — | 


« The 


er! 
* The Committee met at Strabane the firſt Wedneſday of July, 
* 1706. and after one day ſpent in Prayer and Preaching, choſe 
* a Moderator, and as I am informed took an 'Oath. each of 
them to Examine and Judge impartiaily, Sweaving aſter the 
4 manner. of Scotland, with their Right Hand lifted up. '' They 
* proceeded then upon the ſeveral Articles im the Libel, "the 
« Witnefſes were called, and moſt of them fworn after the ſame 
manner, and the Committee continued Sitting :from iWedneſ- 
dax to the Thur day after, with their Doors open and vaſt 
*« Crouds of People preſent, and their whole Proceedings were as 
% Publick, as any Court of Judicatuie poffibly could be. 
From all which, theſe Queſtions may be Reaſonably pro- 
pos'd, viz. . ea ed dif eds; 
- Firſt, If the Presbyterians of this Kingdom dare act with 
fuch an Appearance of Authority, in the Exerciſe of an Illegal 
Jurisdiction; if they prelume to Proceed info publick aud a- 
vowed a manner, as in the Caſe mentioned: What may reaſon- 
ably be ſuppos d the Subject of their Conſultations, when their 
Aſſemblies are kept with the ꝑreateſt Privacy, with their Doors 
and Windows ſhut, and guarged 2 If fuck be their Works of 
Light, what may we ſuppose to be their Works of Darkneſs 2? 
- Secandly, Since by theſe Sywodical' Meetings; as welt as by 
their Monthly and Quarterly Communions the Diſſenters take 


an dceaſion of calling their Numbers together, when and where 


they pleaſe : Whether this Device ſeems not 'more Political, 
than Religious, and whether erb- N e of | 
People at ſuch Times and Places, as they ſhall judge conveni- 
ent, may not prove of Dangerous Conſequen ee??? 
The Tumults which were in Katland in King Charles I. his 
Time, were generally concerted at thoſe Aſſemblies, and after 
the Reſtauration the Rebellions of Pent land. Hills in 1665. and 
of Bachel ridge inis were managed in the fame manner, 
their Place and Time of Communion and Rebel ſion were the 
ſame, Communion gave a colour for their Rande vouz in ſuch 
Numbers, and they immediately took the Field after their Sa- 


erament, which with them was in the,moſt proper Senſe. a Sa- 
 eramentum Milit are. | 


From hence it was, that ſuch ſevere Laws were made in the 
latter end of King Charles II. his Time, againſt. aby ſuch Ge- 


[$1] 
neral eng: on pretence of Religions Worſhip ; which may 
ſerve as an Anſwer to the Charge of Perſecution on that account, 
when the Government ſaw themſelves under a neceſſity of Re- 
firaining 4 Practice, which had produced Two Civil Wars 
within Fourteen Years, 

It is farther to be obſerved, that the Eſtabliſhed Church will 

not preſume to act under any Legal Incapacity; yet no ſooner 

is Her Convocation Diſſol ved or Adjourned by Authority, but 

the Kirk dare Aſſemble by their Inherent Right, and purſue in | 
their Regular Bodies, whilft the Aſſemblies of the Eſtabliſhed (% 74;, evi 
Church are (a) diſperſed aud fly before them, Nor is this all, dent,whenthe 
but we find that whilſt the Kirk keeps the Field, and ſeems Vic- Convocation 
torious over the Church, inſtead of Triumphing in their Vic- 2 * 
tory, they moſt prepoſtorouſly raiſed the Cry of Perſecution, Lord - 
for which T may confidently affert, That the Diſſenters never in an unprefi. 


had leſs grounds. 3 8 
Bure they muſt know better what manner of Spirit She is of, rent Day "2 


how far from the furious Zeal of calling down Fire from above theParliament 


to conſume them, when She bas heaped ſo many Coals of Fire About which 
| time the Pro- 


on their Heads to melt them down! — 
The Church has by her Clemency relaxed all thoſe Cords, bly met at net. 
with which the Diffenters are bound, and in the moment of faſt. 
their Liberty and Relaxation, they have attempted to faſten 
upon Her, as She permitted them to riſe, to ſtab Her in the 
ital Parts of Her Conſtitution, aſſault both Her Doctrine and 


(b) Government, and at the ſame time have raiſed the Cry of N Boy- 
Perſecution, that the ſoſt ſtill. Voice, the Sighs and Growns of The Po ng 


dur wounded and injured, Church may not be heard, but Bp. 
arown'd and ſunk in the Clamour they have raiſed, | 
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The eminent Danger of - theſe Eccleſiaſtical Officers to the 
| Eſtabliſhed Church wilfwppeur, Firſt by the Deſcription of 
them taken from their Books of Diſcipline, Adds of Aſſemblies, 
and moſt Authentick Writers, Secondly, from ſome PraQtices 

(4) VA. Tres in their Eccleſiaſtical Capacities amongſt the People. 
tile of Ruling Firſt, A Ruling Elder, () Is the Name of 4 Spiritual Officer, 
Elders. p. 21, who beareth Rule in the Houſe of God, to whom alone the Power 
rn of Governing the Church belongs. (b) They are not Lay- men, a 
7 4 ) widem, they are called out of Ignorance or Diſdain; but are to be reckoned. 
(c) 51 2d. amongſt that part of the Lord's Inheritance, which the Popiſh 
Book of Diſci- Church in their Pride, and others following them, call the Clergy. 
12 Jem (c) They are Officers of Chriſt's Church, and that by Divine 
Ch. 3 Sect. Inſtitution, who when (d) once lawfully called, are to be ſtill El- 
: 3, * ders, (unleſs they be removed there-from becauſe of Miſcarriage) 
Gr Ruling (e) the People are to engage them ſelves to obey them, and to ſubmit 
Elders, p. 33. 5 themſelves to them in the Lord. 
72 mae (H) In all Aſſemblies of the Church they have Power to Sit, 
7 5 id 2d. Vite, Debate, Vote and Conclude in all Matters that are handled 
ker therein, either Matters of Faith, Matters of Order, Matters of 
Ch. 6. 7. " Diſcipline, &c. (g) Their Numbers cannot be well limited; but 
. is more or leſs according to the Quantity of the Congregation. and 
(bis. p.7 5 P39 g Neceſſity of the People. It is convenient that the Congregation be 
| . ol divided into ſo many Parts, and that ſome competent Part le af 
die. Ch 6. ſgned to every Elder. 
Eo _ The Object of this Inherent Power, veſted principally in hp 
Rl. Eld. 5. 8 Elderſhip, acting in Aſſemblies, is as follows. 
6 Vid, French Firſt, (h) To Diſcipline muſt all States within the Realm mit. 
Ip. 7. 59- Hence they derive the Power of Excommunicating the Superi- 
6) wid. 2% Magiſtrates. (i) Theſe Officers by the Rules of their Diſci- 
pline have power to bandle External Things for Conſcience ſake. 
(k) Vid. AQs Hence they pretend an Inherent Right to intermeddle in mat- 
of Aflembly, ters of (t) War and Peace, when acting in a General Aﬀembly ; 
p. 376. and to abrogate 2 Laws, which are found Noiſom and Unprofi- 
Fid. 1ft Letter table, and not to agree with the Times,. or are abuſed by the People. 


| E Which inherent Right the Kirk has perpetually exerciſed, when- 


Ch. 12. ever She had Competent Power, in every Reign ſince the 


(1)Vid. 8 Reformation. 
S1ewart's Coll. (1)-The Number of Ruling Elders are 'gener ally Equal, and may 


concer. Diſcip. 


Ct. 5. 92. 1 Superior to the ä in their Aſemblies. 
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In the General Aﬀembly held. in $otland, &c. upon the Kings Large 
Breaking out of the Civil Wars in, Eyglayd,, King Charles tells Declaration 5. 


us in His Large Declaration, pag. 315. Amongſt the Members 315. 


of it were Seven Earls, Ten Lords, Forty Gentlemen, and Fijty 


One Burgeſſes, many of them with Swords ij their Sides, Al which - 


did giue Voices, not only in wery bigb Points of Contr over (y, but al- 


ſo in the Sentences of Excommunication pronounced againſt the 


1 


Biſhops. wn 0333531. 5-511 11 2 
It has ever been the Rule of the Nik (however their Diſci- 
pline ſeems to prefer the Pyon rather than the Rich to.the Offi- 
ces of Ruling Elders) to elect the Greateſt Peers and the. moſt 
Conſiderable Gentlemen in Scotland, to act in their Synods as 
Ruling Elders, whenever She attempted to exert; her In- 
herent Right, or the People to invade the; Prerogative. of the 


Prince. And it is certain that the natute of this.Powerof the 


Elderſhip acting in Aſſemblies is ſuch, that however Laws may 


be made in the Parliament, which may be judged by the Kirk 


againſt the Intereſt thereof ; yet theſe ſame Elders, who may be 
over-rul'd in Parliament, have ſo; far an Appeal to themſelves, 
acting in theſe Aſſembligs, that they may by the, Rules of their 


Diſcipline, declare thoſe, very, Laws Nud.andYoud.;. and that. rid. Book of 


without any Appeal to any Judge Civil, or Eceleliaſtical within Diſcipline, 


Thus far touching the Power of the Elderſhip, as it relates 
to the Prince and Laws, acting in the Aﬀemblies of the Kirk. 


Nor is their Power leſs Exorbitant with reſpect to the Peo- 


ple. It is plain to any Perſon acquainted with their Diſcipline, 
that the Cemmon- People are perfect Slaves and Vaſſals to theſe 
Elders, eſpecially where ſuch Elders have a good Underſtand- 


ing and act in Conſort with the Miniſter, they command not 


only the Minds and Bodies, but the very Subflanee of the Poor 
People, whom I take to be actually in a ſtate of Perſecution, 
whenever their Elders pleaſe to be Tyrann ical. 

It ſeems the Kirk of Ireland has for ſome Years endeavoured to 
fingle out the moſt Conſiderable and Active Men in their Con- 
gregations, and who have the moſt numerous Dependants in 


point of Trade, & c. to be elected into thę number oftheir Elders, 


and this in the cburſe of their Hiſtory will be generally;found to 


rds the rellen of Crs Kingdom: 
6s the Edlen Chi" Kingdom: 


preſage ſome Attewpt, toixa 
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7 — it is 15 Jt Fa not be ſo much for the Intereſt 
Minifiers, to hade ſuch Ruling Elders,” as govern the Mi- 
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It is chfefly owing to the ane Application of theſe Ly 
S Taler le 0 ate Brethren,” wat in Plates of this K. 
their Power uud Fareveſt prevail; the whole Body 


SY 95 RM ie an their Congregations Seffions ant 


” wakes 
4 


Djs are ſo eemented together, that they cofifine 
their Trade, nay evett their ery Chatity, as much as poſſible to 
themſaves, ard wiffage With ſich Artifice, that quittiig the 
abliſhed Church, an nd into the Fheting, is made the Con. 
tit of m Perſotts Sublitece' anongſt them. 
cis evident, the Security of aur Saen depend eu- 
0 upon a timel Care, and Interpoſition in this Matter; 
For let the gel never ſo many good Laws for Her 
Security, if the Difſenters can! gin ſufficient Numbers, thoſe 
Laws will proye Withs and Cords too weak to bind them. 
that if forme 92 25 Cate be not taken, to protect the C 
Sy op on hefe Fexverrer i, the whote Mafs tna; 75 
"K&uced from their Conformity to the Eſta- 
bn e wen to which end that Pere of their Diſcipline" ſcems ä 
5 [ly catcolatgd. ee el 
It is matter of Ac ration, tht gre dagen | 
man-Peopleare not Aran! 6 i By ebe, and that fo many of 
the Cöffformiſts Rand ili prof * ft Fl the Application and 
Attifice of theſe Ly: Mihumar ies: For it muſt be conſidered, that 
in the Cohfliet betwirt tHe Church atid the Krk, in "the Fre: 


- ſeryation and Enlargement ol their Reſpectiye Flocks/ | the Dif- 
fo Pacher ws ts his'Ejptiterh,” or perhaps Es Thirey' Sfr 
Vopetts is Pemmtek t 0 vic Obe Met 


ſter 


7 1 


fler and his Two Church. Wardens, (both perhaps Preſt-Men) 
and then it is eaſie to ſee what may be expected from this Une: 
qual Engagement; nefther is it conſiſtent with the Character 6 ot, 


aTrue Minfſter of Cu to amuff the by plous Frauds, 
and fuch Tricks, as Tai n kemi perfwaded thany of. the Lau 
F ; 


No layipg all this mag arid adding thereuto the Pow-" 
et and Influence, which, the, Diſſentig ug Teachers and Elders 
bare over their People, ant that there dan be; nv Ihftance Ble n. 
ſinde the Retörasion herein "They did not endeavour to preſs” 
forward by Violence, wben they judged themſelves capable of 


Retrieving the Kingdom of Chriſt,” as they term Presbyterian | 1 


Government. Would it not become the Wiſdom of the Le. 


giffature, to preſerve the Common- People from the Contagion - 
of hat Schü, which is thtsinduſtriouſly 18 with defign' i 


to corrußt the whole Maſs of the Evtnmot-People, to take the 


Firebrarids. from theſe Foxes Tajls, and make any baſe Methods. 1 


of f preventing the ou Penal as they muſt be Moved Criminal. ON. 
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"He Dian; of Triind n ördef tö b Weiber their 
Sciriſm by a Succeſſion of Pfanters and Materers, (as they 
aſually.pheaſe their Teachers) have-eredted-a- Seminary in the 
. North of Ireland, at a Place called Killekab, where Students are 
taught their Courſe of 5 e and afterwards have been. - 
ſent to he z ed in their ebf res, by che g 
er 0 a e 1 
great Offence not only to the Biſho ag ergy of this King- 
dom, and to the Univerſi Chil, ten ra the onſe of y 
Commons, who, were eptanthe ter fe 90 05 A Watz. be en 

of June,” 1705. 
Reſolution (rans in el words) 1 17455 That the refting. 
« and Countenancing Seminarles,” for the Inſtruction and 1 
cation of Youth ih Frigciples contrary to 11 755 Eſtabliſhed Re- 
97 ligion u Sovernment, 55 Mere ang pe tuate Mil- 
ener er e 9908 dteftants. | 1 Hileoter wer 
find had not the gad co fete Kc amen s. This Storm 
nit blew. 
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with a V to this very thing. fe cy 2 150 wh 
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blew over, without ſo much as: ſhaking one of theſe tender 


Plants, who after all this werk pruned, and cultivated, and 


ſhot up in ſuch Numbers, that ſthey know, not at preſent how 
employ them, and are forced to ſend them out without Call. 
by extraordinary Miffion to plant the Goſpel (as it is phraſed) 
in the Barren Vineyard of this Kingdom, id et, where there is 
no Presbyterian Miniſtry fixed. | 


I am credibly informed, that the Numbers of their Expec- | 


rants are at preſent ſo great, tar they begia to bea Weightto | 


their Miniſtry, and eat up a configerable Proportion not only of 


Vid, AG en 
Aſſembly p. 
149, 150, 136 
160, 191. 


- 


Vid. Me. Mc. 1 Sade | | | n 
Bride: Rook of the Pai Repeating thete words, With my Body I thee wor- 


Marriages, & c ſhip; hilt at che ſaine time it is notoriouflyTrue, that Num- 


the Twelve Hundred Pounds per Az. allowed upon the Eſta- 
bliſkment, but alſo of the Sacrament- Mony collected at their 
Quarterly Communions. _ _ 1 | | 

L have had a Return made of Fourteen of theſe Expectants 
within the compaſs of Three ſmall Country Pariſhes ; that there 
have been lately Seven or Eight of them Candidate Preachers, 
for a Call to the Congregation of Colerain : So that they who 
formerly ſent ſeveral preſſing Petitions to their Blder Siſter, for a 
Miſſion of Planters and Waterers to erect Chrift's Throne of Diſ- 
cipline-according-to the Pattern, have now their own Seminaries 
ſo Full, that they can Repay with Intereſt what they formerly 
Borrowed. And I make not the leaſt doubt, but there are ſome 
Hundreds of them in this Kingdom now Unprovided for, who 
if not employed will quickly find Work for themſelves. 
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"He Diſſenting Teachers do avowedly and publickly, both. 


1 from the Preſs and Pulpit, aſſert the Unlawfulneſs of 
Marrying according to the Form of the Church of Ireland. They 


frighten the People wit the Superſlition of the Ring, and with 


- * Frequent In. bers of the Diſſenting“ Teachers themſelves, if not All, who get 
Ntances ot this, Marriage-TJowers worth ſecuring, do eaſily diſpence with both, 


and think it moſt convenient to Marty according to Law. 


"General 


#1 f 


_"Norwirhilayding which, they ave @ tar impoſed upon. their 
Pedple in this Polar, That they carts to.a Reſolution at their, 


* 


, 


"CA. : 
General Synod, © That in caſe any Miniſter of their way be 
Proſecuted for Marrying, it fhould be made a Common 


 * Cauſe, and the Expences that might be occaſioned thereby, 


A.D. Andr. 
Hamilton D. D. 
Information 


** ſhould be defrayed out of the Common Stock. And in their to the Convo- 


great Aﬀembly in June, 1708. They reſolved, That any Per- _ 


711. 


« ſon in their way, that was married at Church, ſhould be Cex- 
** ſured for it as a Criminal, by the Miniſter and Elders of the 
** - Congregation, and obliged to confeſs his Fault, And an Inſtance 
can be given, where the Father was called to account by their 
** Seffion, for ſuffering his Daughter to be married at Church. 
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_.FACT v. 


} fend Aur Seeds of ' Non Conformity were ſcattered, and 


ſow'n thro* the Conforming Congregations of this King- 
dom, and grew under ground by imperceptable degrees, till 
Numbers of the People were perverted, ſufficient to ſupport a 
Labourer in their Vineyard, and then they gave their Teachers 
Regular Calls, as their Diſcipline required. There ſtill remain- 
ed ſeveral Towns in this Kingdom, in which by the pious Care 
of the Eſtabliſhed Miniſters, with the Concurrence of the Civil 
Magiſtrates of ſuch Places, the Conforming Congregations 
were preſerved entire, without any Mixture of Difſenters, Theſe 
Congregations had long ſtood proof againft all their Secret At- 
tempts, and therefore thus finding themſelves obliged to alter 


the nature of their Attacks, from a Conſciouſneſs of their grow- 
ing Power and Intereſt, they reſolved upon an Experiment, 


never before tryed, that we know of; which was to ſend their 

Miffionaties to pervert their Conforming Congregations, with- 

- aby Call from ſuch Places, which they had formerly expect- 
OH 9117 et DRORITTE SWISKSTT 1777 BH! 1 ; 


("2 Thigwas dene generally through the Nation, new Miſfions 
were ordered every Gay by their Presbyteries and Synods, to 
unſettſe and divide ſuch o 


the Conforming Congregations of 
preſerved. 3 


this Kingdom, as were hitherto 


+ TheCotigrearion'of Drogbeda was entirel Conformable to the 

Eſabliſned fa reh, WMthout any Mixture of Difſenters. They 

Call from thence, and therefore reſolved in a 
| ? 66 


could expect no 
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[ 58 ] 
ſolemn manner upon a Publick Invaſion of that Con 

wiſely foreſeeing, that it they gained their point there, (being 
in che Lord Primate's Dioceſs, and the Place were his Palace is 
built, and where he ſometimes refides) they might carry their 
| point with leſs e through the Nation, Accordingly 
they ſent one Mr. Fleming from the Presby tery of Ardmagh to the 
Town . of Drogheda. Of which Miſſion and the Proceedings 
take the following Relation, as I had it from Per- 
ſons. of undoubted Credit, and principal Adors in this ook 

Affair, which 1 here inſert verbatim, as I receiyed ĩt. | 
On Friday the 27th of Auguſt, 1708. one Mr. Fleming, the 
Minifter of Lurgan, with other Strangers came to 
Drogheda, and lay at a Publick Houſe, The Mayor being in- 
form'd, that the Northern PreSbyteries of this Kingdom, not 
being content with the Queen's Gracious, Indulgence and me 
ty, had lately ſent. out their Miſſionaries, to ſet up Conveng- 
des in ſeveral Towns of this Kingdom, particularly. in Drogheds, 
where there had not been One in Twenty Eight Tears paſt, and 
that one Fleming a Presbyterian Miniſter wgs actually in Towp 


for that end. Upon which Information the Mayor of Drogbedo 


ot for Mrs. 1 the Perlon who kept the Pyblick- 
Houſe, and enquired, whether any ſuch Perſons were at her 
Houſe, and on ſhe knew, that one 
ro Preach there next day? She told the, Mayor, that there were 
 Kuch Perſons, and that he believed, that Mr. Fleming intended 
Preach; upon which ſue was adviſed as,a Neighbour, and 
Ie, That if am Strangery travelling thro” the Town: brought 
their Miniſer with chem, he might: Pray. and Freach to cem or 


- their Journey. And had Caution given ber, nat to ſuffer any 


Neighbours to 2. into the Heuſe bel an Ale-Houſ 


time of Divine Service, £5 5 
On Sunday g A. Fs — Nd ir in 'the Houle, 


where were ſeveral —4 ow 1 with him, others 


tharcameto him: Of the Towa's-men Joby Sele latein, 


habitant from the Narth, Thomas Mar aden a „Jabs Trench 
a Cobler, Archibald Campbe8, Francis Evans, Jquracy-menTay- 
lors, a Journey-man Shoe-makerfrom Berry t bur Geſur, a 
Po- man, Nobert Adair, Nobaccot pipe · mager from the Nr 
an, Apprentice to Mr. Siddall, and ſereral Papi, who proba- 
x went thro! Curioſit. | ., Qu 
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On a the 3010 of Auguſt, upon the Complaint of 
Dean Car, Miniſter of the Town, the Mayor called an Aſſem- 


bly of the Aldermen and Common-Council, who ſent for Mr. 


Fleming, when he came, he was told, thet Complaint had been 
made of his Preaching in Town, and endeavouring to break the 
Peace of the Corporation, and to make Diviſions among them; 
and then ordered Dean Cox to ask Mr. _—_ ſuch Queſtions, 


as he thought fit. 
The au ES TION S put, were, 


Queſt, Het her he had a Call from the People of the Town? 


Anſw. He had no Call from any of the Town, 

Q. By what Authority do you come hither ? 89 

A. He was ſent by the Presbytery of — 

Q. Who preſided there? 

A That he himſelf was Chair-man. 

Q. Whether he had any Order from the Pres in imme 2 

A. He had no Order in Writing. * 

Q. Had he any Licence to Preueh there * © 

A. That he had no Licence to Preach there; bot had 
Preach'd in many places of this Kingdom without Licence. 


Q. Having no Authority nor Call from the People, bow came 
he tu Preach there? 5 
A. That many Strangers, who travel through the Town, had | 


defired him to come hither: | 
Q. He was told, he could ex pelt no Maintenance i in the Town? 2 
J. He did not expect e. 
Q Whether be ever had or was promiſed Fifty Pounds per Ann. 
out of the Twelve Hundred Pounds per Ann. as was reported 
A. He never had, nor was Ar any, that he bac c 


Pluee of H O (Lxrgan) 


Q. What care was taken of bis Place i in his Abſrence: 2 | 

A. Whilft he was abſent, care was taker of it h/ others. 

He was told; he was then ſent for in à friendly manner, that 
there would be no farther Notice taken, if he went home, and 
did not diſturb the Town again. He ſaid, he was going to 
Dublin, and thar he had promiſed to Preach to the People next 
Sunday, ar&intendedfſ6 todo. It wasfaid, it was great Aſſu- 
rance to come toa Place to which he was not Called, to Preach 


and promiſe to Preach again, and that if he did Preach again, | 


I 2 he 


En 


he muſt expect to be dealt with after another manner; for that 
the Laws would be put in Execution againſt him. He gave 
thanks, that ſo mild an Expreſſion was uſed as Aſſurance, but 
he had promiſed the People to Preach, and intended to do it, 
he could not help it, he muſt ſubmit to the Law, > 
Mr. Fleming returning to perform his Promiſe, was bound 
over to the next Aſſizes; ſoon after this Dean Cox did wait on 


the Lords Juſtices, (who were at that time my Lord Primate and 


the late Lord Chancellor Mr. Freeman) to acquaint them with the 
Behaviour of Fleming. and of the Perſons he brought with him; 
and it being matter of Conſequence, deſired their Excelencies's 
Opinion and Direction, what was proper to be done in this 
Matter. My Lord Primate would have engaged my Lord Chan- 
cellor to join with him, in taking proper meaſures to prevent ſuch 
inſolent Behaviour for the future; and to interpoſe to make up 
the preſent Difference, if the Diſſenters would come to any 
Reaſonable Terms; but my Lord Chancellor did utterly refuſe 
to intermeddle, fo that it was agreed on by the Lords 7uſtices to 
give the Dean this Anſwer, viz. That the Law was open, and t hat 
be might proceed againſt them, as. the Lam did direct. Where- 


upon there was a Cauſe inſtituted. againſt Fleming and ſgme of 


his Hearers. A | ect hh. 
After this, Appl'cation was made by Mr. Boyſe and Mr. Ve- 
del to my Lord Primate, to accommodate this matter; and my 


Lord Primate did. ſeveral times diſcourſe them concerning, it, 


and the Subftance of what was agreed on in their Conference,. 


is as follows. TI PT e 18 
That my Lord Primate ſhould uſe his Intereſt with the Ma- 
giſtrates of Drogheda, that one Bigger, (a Diſſenting Miniſter, 
who had ſucceeded Fleming in the Miſſion, and had been com- 
mitted) ſhould be diſcharged, and Mr. Fleming and the others 
indicted, ſhould not be proſecuted, provided they ſhould not 
Preach there any more, . 144 | N 
Mr. Boyſe and Mr. Iredel/ were well pleaſed with what had 
been thus agreed on; but ſaid, they could not abſolutely conclude, 
till they had conſulteò their Brethren in the North, (that being 


a Form neceſſary to be obſerved amongſt them) but at the ſame 


time aſſured His Grace, that every thing would be done accord- 
ing to the above-mentioned Agreement, and promiſed to give 
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His Grace their Final Anſwer on Friday the 5th of November, 


_ 1708. but they did not give him an Anſwer that day, pretend- 


ing they had not'receiy'd any from the North, but expected it 
the Monday following, on which day no Anſwer was ſent. And 
one Ramfey being fent in the morning to Preach at Drogheda, 
my Lord Primate concluded, they had- entirely receded from 


what had been agreed upon, being very well inform'd, That 


the Northern Presbyteries had made an Order to ſend a new Mi- 
niſter to Dregbeda every month, with this Direction to them, 
That if the Magiſtrates ſhould demand Bail from them upon their 
Preaching there, they ſhould not comply, but ſuffer themſelves to 
be committed to Priſon. e ant | 

My Lord Primate had during the time, that he waited for 


Mr. Boyfe's and Mr. Iredel!'s Anſwer; acquainted the Mayor of 


Drogheda with what had been done, and. He and the chief per- 
ſons of the Town were very. well ſatisfied with it, and were u i- 
ling to comply with all that was expected from them. © © 
On Wedneſday following Japua Dawſon Eſq; then Secretary 
to the Lords Juſtices, was deſired by Mr. Boyſe and Mr. Iredell to 
acquaint my Tord Primate, that they had received an Anſwer 
from their Brethern in the Vith, and told HisGrace, th atthey 


infifted, that His Grace ſhould by ſome, Publick Infrument Mew 
his Diſlike ofthe Preſentment made by the Grand-Jury of Pro- 


gheda; that they ſhould have the Liberty of the Free Exerciſe 
of their Religion in that Town; and that all ſuch Perſons, who 


ſhould come with them, ſhould have Freedom to exerciſe 
their Trades there ; and that Fleming and Bigger ſhould be Diſ- 


charged without Bees, Mr. Dawſon affured Mr. Bee and Mr. 


Iredell, that theſe were terms not in His Grace's Power, nor pro- 
per for him to grant. They then deſired him to tell His Grace, 
that thefe Terms were not inſiſted on in as ſtrict Re as the 
Letter mentioned, and that they deffred, that for what was in 


His Grace's Power, he would jnterceed with the Corporatiot- 
of Drogheda, and uſe his Endeavours to have the Preſentment 
quaſh'd at the next Quarter- Seſſions. = Adio ae 
My Lord thinking theſe Demands Infotent and Exorbitant to 
the laſt degree, defired that he might have them in Writing; 
but this they declined to do; but gave the Gentleman Fraue, 
who brought their Anſwer, to let His Grace know, _ his 
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C A 
hand, that they do demand, That His Grace ſhould endeayaur 
to have the Preſentment quaſh'd, and alſo ſhould interceed with 
the Corporation. of Drogheda that the Diſſenters ſhould: have 
the Free Exerciſe of theit Religion in Drogheda, and that Hem- 
ing and Bigger hould be Diſcharg'd without Fees, and be no 
e 

His Crace ſeat theſe Demands to the Mayor of Dragbeda, and 
told him, that He having refuſed to conſent to them, He 
hoped. he would give, them the ſame Anſwer, and the Mazur 
did en en the Lord Pr imate, that theſe Demands were In- 
ſolent, and unfit to be comply'd with. Mr. Bigger however 
after be had lain in Goal for about Six Weeks, was diſcharged 
without Fees; but Fleming at the following Aſſizes way indict- 
ed, and the Bill found; but the Cauſe was removed to the 
Aten . Bench by Certiorari, where after it had heen for ſome 
time, a Motion was made to have his. Indiqdment quaſh'd, the 
Council for Drogheda did deſire à day to be appointed, to be 
heard thereon, and a Nay, was appointed; but before the Day 
came a Nuli Proſequi was enter d by the Attorney General, by 
Order of the Larde Juſtices, purſuant to a Letter they received 
from, my Lord, hartan, tho His Excellency wasrearnefily ap- 
ply'd to by my Zord Primate and Dean Cox, to interpoſe in this 
Matfer;, befarc, it, came to that height, which his Lordſhipdid, 
n dewigito Fr" 
Dirie an. cmikant hn mots done ann 5 odl 
* 9d load 3% A as wands 26:7 b18. : 9599 > 4 

A Copy of my Lord burns Letter. 
8 My Loxvs,” | o aha y London, April 8th, 1710. 
EH hefare Hen Majaſty the. Humble Petition of the 
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I Proteſt ant, Diſſent ing Miniſter 5.in tbe City of Dublin, i 

chalt of thewelves,, and others of | their, Pex ſwaſion in the Kings. 

dom e Ireland, which I receiued in a Letten from Mr. Walter 
Stephens of the 18th dayof March laſt, ſett ing forth their Hand- 
ſhips and @pprefſjuns they lay under by. ſeveralProſecutians, that arg 
nam depending agarult Ar. James Fleming, and Tree at her Per- 
ſons Inhabitants, af rab 5 1 bave thereupon received Her Ma. 

— Command, to dirett that Ni Profequi's ſhould be enter d 
5 to 


h 
10. the fail Proſezurions, for which lin ou Lops wil in- 


—————— 
| Lam Your Leuna wok habt Sent, 
1 
. 1. han 
| 70 their -Bxidtlencie the LORD | o 


21 4 18 of Ireland. 
T big is a faithful and exact 1 of the Expedition of the 


Northern Diſſenters againſt Drogheda. I appeal to any teaton- 
able man, whether he would not judge from the Inſolence of 


their emands to my Lord Primate, that the Church of this Na- 


tion was proſtrate before them, and ſuing for Protection from 
the prevailing Power of the Kirk Militant. Cou'd a man ex- 
pett leſs from the Exorbitancy of their Demands; than that 
they -had made Nr Breaches in the Wall, and were mar to 
ſtorm upon Refu 


0 Jn this Tryal of Skill betwixt the Church and Kirk of Ireland, 


Toner we find entirely defeated, the Conventicle erected 
we ettled in Drogheda, whether..a Loy- Elderſhip he yet form- 
e 


cannot tell; but we fhall quickly know by the falling of 


of the poorer People from the Church, which it will be next to 
impoſſible to prevent, when this Elderſpip is formed with their 
rk week nd proper laſtruftlons;to ply among them. 
ah wy Ns . betwixt Churrh and irt, the 
Worchern iſenters and their Abettofrs were in the greateſt pain 
- imaginable, for the Succels of this, Important Miffion, which 
was likely 0 prove 6.leadiog, Preſidenx to all their Future: In- 


8. 
e infbcrabll | to e Profeſſed Members of the g. 


e urch at this time openly declare, that the At of Uni- 


2 1 20 no relation to the Proteſtant Diffenters ; that it 
was Hot a time for the Execution, | whatever it might be for the 


Violation of ſuch, Laws. -Thisjmporrant Affair began now to 


de the SubjeRt of their Pulpit-Harangues, from whence their 


Span Leaders yore their People to 4 liberal Contribution: 


for their Frontier -&rvices; ad was expreſt in Ter minis, by one 
of their gifted Brethren, It 


Sg] 
It is to 'be.obſery'd, His Excellency. the Lord Wharton de- 
clined to interpoſe in accommodating this: Affair, when ear- 
neſtly ſolicited thereunto by my Lord Primate, &c. Yet when 
matters came t6 bear hard upon the Difſeaters in the Proſecuti- 
on, he red a Noli Proſequi in their favour, by which it is 
manifeſt, His Lordſhip 3 the Invaſion, as much as he 
diſcouraged the Proſecution; that he intended 1 and ex- 
aſperate Both Parties to ſuch a degree, that his Iuterpoſition in 
favour of the Diſſenters might be more Diſtinguiſhing ang 
Meritorious. | 3 3 , 
It is farther obſervable, that the Northern Presbyteries ( by 
what Infiruftions I cannot ſay) did chiefly intend by this Inva- 
ſion to exaſperate their People, and it is certain they took the 
moſt effectual Method, that could poſſibly be deviſed, which 
was, to get the Goals of Drogheda filled with their Teachers, 
For when they found that the Town was reſolved to put the 
Laws in Execution, they Reſolv'd upon a"Monthly Miſſion, 
with poſſitive InſtruQtion to theſe Miffionaries to give no Bail, 
but to go directly to Goal, and accordingly when Mr, Bigger 
was diſmiſſed, he reſus' d his Enlargement, and was for forcing 
himſelf into Conſinement; and 1 do well remember, that when 
Birger was impriſot d, it was the common Diſcourſe amongſt 
the Northern Diſſenters, That the Goal of Drogheda ſhould be 
filled with their Teachers, . 
It is certain; had they gained that Point, which xvidently 
was their Reſerve, if their firſt Intention had failed, it wow'd 
have given them that popular pretence of Perſecution Which 
they wanted,” and with:which they could Heſt influence the] 
People, as they had occaʒj,n:. ue 8 
When this Miſſion was made, to ertct their Converitictes 
particularly in Drogheda, the Eminent Mr, Boyfe did take that 
time or thereabouts, as moſt ſeaſonable for the Publication of 
his Sermon, called The n "calculated to infinuate 
the vileſt Characters of our Biſhops, and bur Eccleſiaſtical Con- 
ſtitution in the Minds of the People ; in order (as muſt be pre- 
ſumed) to diſpoſe them fora"Revolt, upon tbi | genera} | üb- 
fron of thoſe Miſſiona rie ene nn 
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1 Diſturbances given wtheEfabliſhed Miniſters 
1 of this Kingdom in their Borial of the Dead. is ſo well 
known, that I preſume it may paſs for a receiyed Truth, with- 
out deſcending to particular Proofs; However to remove what 
may be objected againk a general Accuſation, I will here inſert 
l an Account given in by Arch-Deacon, Hamilton to a Committee 


of Convocation, vis. 
be Inſults, which have been of late Years offered by the h 1 
D ſſſeaters to ſome of the Eſtabliſhed Chureb, in the Perfor- | 4 
* manceof their Oſſice at Funerals, deſerve to be taken notice of. | 
About Four Years ago Arch-Deacon Hamilton was this | 
« ſerved in the Church- Yard of Calidon in the County of 75 \ 
* rone, as alſo Mr. James Cuttingham was diſturbed. in the Pers ad 
« formance of the fame Office, in the Church- Yard of Balhhays, 7 
nn the County of Cavan;; In both theſe Inſtances the Diſſen- 
ting Preachers did begin the Diſturbance, and encourage the 
'* Rable to that Rudeneſs and Violence, which: they expteſſed; 
and had not Arch- Deacon Hamilton and Mr. Corting ham be- 
_ 4. haved themſelves withanother kind of Temper, than the Diſ- 
« ſenting Teachers did, and had done their beſt to appeaſe the 
« Multitude, there would probably have been many Blows; 
if not Bloodſhed on both Qccafons i; in che latter, Mr. 
«« Cottingham's Servant was ſtruck at by a Diſſenter with # 4 
« Shovel ſhod with Iron, and had he not avoided the Blow, it fy 
would probably have killed him. Thus far Arch-Deacon' 
« Hamilton- 1 72 | | 
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Daf £37 reader 
It would be too tedious to produce all Ipſtances of this na- 
ture, I could bring from many Parts of the Mrth of Vr land. 
And here it is to be obſerved; that the Clergy: of the Eſtabliſſi- 
ed ch. are obliged to the Performance of that Duty, by 
Her (a). Canons and Conſtitution, nor is the Omiſſion thereof (4) Vid Ca- 
only Penal in the Minifter ; but alſo the Interruption of the aon 14 16. 
Miniſter Penat in (6) them; from which Penalty, even the Diſ- (b) pid. a& 
ſenters of England,- tho? tolerated by AQt of Parliament; ate not 24 Clic. car. 
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exempted. It is a Queſtion, whether there can be an Inſtance * if 
given, in any Chrifttan Country where the Eſtabliſhed Clergy =_ 
4 | K | are #4 


L 
are interrupted after this manner, by Perſons of different Per- 
fuaſions, who ſubſiſt Y - Cprinivenct 3 eſpecially when we 
conſider, that not only the Legal Penalties are fo great againſt 
thoſe; diffurb the Nriniſteritr the Performance of 1505 
fleey bur alfo:fliarithe Damages na y bee bon derableto the 
Relations of the Perſons Dectas d, who 5% this means are u- 
. Fie@clandeſtinely in many places, ere the Miniſter date not 
do his Office; for feat of bein tʒ inſulted, in which Caſes nv Re- 
_ gifvies/of fuch Burials can beregolarly KE. 
From hence it may be reaſonably infer'd, How. Uatigerons fich 
Evomnittes/ a y prove both to uuf Oh ürch and State; not on- 
in ha ving the Our oft be Dead teviled publiek ly, as Popiſhand 
iris; hut im diſturbing Miniſters ia the Performance of 
their Duty in thièatning to ſober lem in the Grave, and in 
offering Violence co them of which ſeveral Affdevies were 
made the Cuſe of the! Reverend Mr. Jobs Rirhurd on of the 
Dioetfs*of ##dthogh | which with the whole State of his Cale, 
was gi hen itt to my Lord dee concluding with che follon- 
mg Par bas: noo fittl ot; WA 3974 Bit? 


nig 5. 278 

- 9:By1211this/ai@ munch e. which has been fald on this 
| D c enen ee Arete "What a 
Nerurn is made hoth to Url und State, from xhiis fört of 
6 2 for-the great Temper and Modeta tif ſfrewn toward 
<< them, in — 'them the leaſt Diftutbance In cheir Re- 
* Mgious Worſhip withour ard agdinit Lw. ina ch great 
| menue neter than is by Law im Eglind permitted” to 
them uf the bike Per funfion, aud that-they Mould not tze con- 
„ teit wir this thaeful for it, remam quiet, and behave 

themſelves peaceably under ſuch kind Treatment and Uſage, 
* muſt argue, that on tuck of chem, Who ate 16 perverſe, and 
of #6 violent Temptr, fuck dul genees ad Condeſcent- 

4s üs are uſed kwardsthei, hac no octter effect; but to 
eneduruge them by degrees farther to invade, and ufurp on 
e Rights asd Privileges of the Chureh and Clergy, by the 
„Law of the Band Eſtabliſhed this Kingdom, ti 'they have 
the Whole to themfelvesf and then "Ethythat' Liberty to all 
Others "which tlicpriow enjoy; but are not eontented wm. 
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He next "Sy all vherkio! wet Fake + üer 
wo. diffuſive and egen is theilt Frink- 
ingand Publithing Books to cortuptithePaindiples' of thePevpte, 
— pare them for the old work of — wee ey 
formation; ſome of which are attended With Tuch par- 
Hioulas Circumſtances, "a$miay better diſcover the Artiliee- 4h 
Deſign of thoſe” Incendiarits)" ho intenctô fermient the Diff 
ters of this Kingdo mw. ada et ah wot bg 
The firſt Book of this kind publiſhed fines che Nevolütietf, 
is call'd The Hind let "looſe, which without all Queſtion is the 
moſt dangerous Book t that ever wers Printed, te infuſe mo 
ples of valent Reformation into the Minds of the Pho 
whole Tendenoy whetedf is te few the utter I _ 
of the Kirk from the CAvil Power; to) juſlafis the Murther of 
Princes, in their opinion Tyrannieat, who! obſtruct the "Progreſs 
of what they call-Chyiſt's Ng. V0 noon! 
. Thefolowing Certificate ill let you into'the Artjfice, and 
| fired Management bf theſd Incendiaftes in their Deſſgns, td 
diſperſe this and other pernicieus Books, it Is from d Learn 


ed and Worthy Gergy- man, a Perſon of Piminctian and Kndivn 


Probity, who will Confim it with an Affida vit, if any part 


thet wobl be d 6d) e e e e Wee t bel 


wy omni, N n x e DD Anil 8 as o Ae mY 
175 8 A vi * ud ve al don 8 wu qqοντννο i be \ 
TR Bong harrowing ede AW ae 
Gove you defore.an Account' 57 big I formerly: toldiyon,! toxteru- 
ing the Method; whith the Difſenter 5 vale; projrugace Thei® 
Teles Pr int ip les, iby diſperſing up and domn tie Kingdom fuck 
Books, 106 man feſt iy a von tht ſable nell very willingly rompiy min 
your Requeſt; . eee en, 


Particulars.” * JJ bad e "I N 


a0 £3%Y 


Firſt, That 7 have fur above. theſe Twenty Tears voſ obſerwed, 


that the Scotch Strolers and Pedlars, who. go \jrom-boaſe\ to houſe 


all over the Country Selling ſmall Ware, have generally a Scotch 


Directory and Solemn Leagueoand Covenant along e 
N til exgaſe to dale d their aue 5 


X's | 1 


bund the 
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1 do alſo Certifie, That in the Tear 1696. or 1697. or therea- 
bouts, one Mr. Willough gbby, then Surveyor of the Cuſtom- Houſe at 
Belfaſt, brought me 4 intituled The Hind let looſe, and de- 
fired to now ay Opinion of it: Itoli hin it wats noſt perviriow 
Books, full of, Blaſpbemy and Antimonarhical Principles, and tend- 

ed to per ſwade the Feople, that Rebellion» and the Mar ther of Prin- 
- ces and Prelates mas no Sin. — which be 2. me, 2 there 


guaint me with is, and I would iſſue. a Warrant to apprebend bins: 
Thy ſaid. My. Willoughby immediately told ſome Per ſons, that 
ſaid. Bocksiwere Seized, which taking wind, none ever tame to 
demand the ſaid Books,-ſo that-shey lay in the Cuſtom- Houſe ſe- 

| veral Tears after and I believe ſome are there to this dan. 
PI I further Certifie, That about. the ſame time the Right Honoura- 
ble the-Earlof Donnegall, meeting me in is Street of Belfaſt, 
| ask'd me if I bad ſeen al Ar. Milton's Works, I [ anſwer'd His 
Tard I had ſeen; ſome, hut not a - His Lordſbip ſaid,” be had 
1 : them bound up in one Folio Volumsn, and would. ſend it me to reau, 
which he did: And ſamotims after meeting His Loraſhip, be was 
pleas'd to ask myOpinion of it. I told his Lordſhip; that Milton. 
fil Puck to bis King-Depoſing and King- Killing Doctrine, har 
F hoped his Lordſhip wou d not ſpend bis time fo i, as to read ſo 
dangerous a Book : That I plainly perceived one of the Merbod; ta- 
kun by Antimonarchicat mer, to debanoh the ung Nobility and 
Contry of theſe Kingdours; "was to Print ; Publiſh, and indiſtrioufly 
Diſperſe thoſe Sort: of Books among them; upon which* bis Lordſhip 
zold me with 4 Smilt that Mr. Me. Bride'(the Diſſenting Teacher 
of Belfuſt ) bad fen bim "that Book, ani be doubted. not, but that 
orher Gentlemen in the Country bad received the like Preſent. 
l the ſe, Sir, I certifie, wo will nale c Oath: of. the Trath 


| there, if Occoionrogures. 


1 ſtrengtben the Tefimony of this Reverend Divine by 
the 8 of ſeyerab Worthy Feiſans, whe have ſren ſome 


of 


7 
— 
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of theſe Books, which were ſeized in the manner beſore · men 


tioned, and of other perſons who have bought them expos'd to 


Publick Sale in other Parts oſ the Kingdom; by which it ſeems 
there have been more Cargoes of them ſent over, than one. But 


I think the Certificate before produced ſufficient. 


Jam fully perſwaded both from the Matter of this Book, 
and the Manner in which it is writ, that it has corrupted more 
People in their Principles, than any Book Printed in Scotland ſince 
the Reformation; and I do affirm that the Pope and all his Ar- 
my of 7uſnzts never devis'd-a Sett of Principles more deſtruc- 
tive of all Civil Government, than thoſe advanced and main- 
tained in be Hind let loſt, | 
Io convince you of which, I will Firſt tranſcribe the Heads 
of the Chapters, into which it is divided. : 


 ... Sreondly, I will give you a Specimen of the manner, in which 


it is writ, from ſome few Quotations of Hundreds I could bring 
of the like nature, diſperſed thro the whole Book. 


2 ES to the Seven Heads, into which 


the Book calbd The Hind let looſe, is divided. 


| EA . 33 bs 


TJ Here the Sufferings of mary for refuſing to acknowledge a Cor- Vid. Hind let 


ruft Miniſtry are Vindicated. and the Queſtion of hearing Toole, p. 220. 
| Curates, (id eſt, Epiſcopal. Miniſters then Eſtabliſhed in Scut- 
land) is cleared. 


Head 2. The Suffer ings of many, for refufing to own the Tyrant's Ibid. g. 268. 
(id eft, King Charles II.) Authority, vindicated. . | | | 
Head 3. The Refuſing to Swear and Subſcribe the many Unl:wjul ja 2. 468 


impos'd Oaths, for which many have ſuſſer d great Cruelties, 
&c. Vindicated. . 


Head 4. The Sufferings. of People, for jrequenting Field-Meet- Ibid.y. 34 


ings Vindicated. 


Head 5. The Principle of the Teſtimony for Deſenſtve Arms, Vin- Ibid 5. 575 


dicated. _ | | 
Head 6. TheSufferings of ſome, upon the account of extraordinary Toid. p. 633 
. Executing of Judgment upon Notoriow Incendiar ies, and Mar- 

dering publick Enemies by. private Perſons in the Circumſtances, 

wherein they were ſtated, Vindicated. 


Herd 


81 


1, 697 Head 7. The Sufferiigs of many, for refuſig to Pay the wicked Er- 


© attiont of the Ceſs, Leeality, Fines, bc. Vindiedted, 


| 4 1 | eie el 
Theſe are the ſeveral Subjefts treated of in that moſi Ext. 
crable Book, and I dare appeal to any man, ho has not been 


prejudic'd by the Enthufiaftick Notions of Chriſ . Kingdom} as 


maintain'd- by the Scorch Presbyter ians; whether ever ſuch 
Principles were advanc'd in any Age or Nation, by which all Go. 
vernment is diſſolved, the Meaſures of Obedience are utterly 


broken and deſtroyed, Treafonable and Vilanous Attempts upon 


the Perſons of Supreme Magiſtrates and Officers adting by 
their Authority, Juſtified and Encouraged ; Rebellious Aſſo- 
ciations for popular Reformation, in oppoſition to the Prince and 
Laws, made the Duty of Subjects, when the Kirk ſhall be 


pleas'd to interpoſe with Her Authority. All which Damna- 
ble Doctrines are herein aſſerted and maintained, as the Princi- 


ples of the Kirk of Scotland, proved by Acts of General Aſſem- 
blies, and from the avowed Practices of that Kirk in all Reigns 


ſinee the Reformation. e 


Thus lar touching the Book in general; and: the Subjeft- 


Matter of which it treats. You are next to take a Speciqten 
of the manner, in which jt is written, from the following 
Quotations. | 


Fd. Riad los 1. And the Crown'd Heads, or Horns of he Beaſt, the 


looſe, 5. 1. Tyrants (alias) Kings of the Earth, his Council of War are 
| advancing their Preropatives upon the Ruins ofthe Natipns 

____ © and the Churches Priyileges. e 
Ibid. 5 3, 4. 2d. This is the Caſe of the ſometime Reno tn d Church of 
« Scotland, which now for theſe Twenty Seven Years paſt, under 
the Domination of the late Tyrant and prefent Uſirper of 


* Britain, i. . K . and K. Ch. II. hath "been fo'Waſted and 


X 1 Dudens ef on 

Ibid. p. 3. 34. * Theſe” (7. e) Popery ad Frelacy roſe, and Rood,” and 

| * lived together, and we have ground to hope, that they ſhall 
fall again. and their Final and Fatal Fall is not far oft. 


Ibid. p.41. 4th. Myſtery Babylon, Mother of Harlots, Popery, and Pre- 


lady...” ANY N 11 
Abid. ? 3 © 5th. © The peculiar Glory of the Nrk of Scotland above all 


* Kingſhip of Jejus Chr iſt. 
9 Sth, The 


= 


* the Churches of the Earth, to contend for the Headfhip and 


— .. — — . — 


3 
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Stb. The Barlo Arran movibg the King to uſurp the Pre- vid. Hind jet 
© rogative of J ſus Chriſt, &c. And aſſume to himſelf the Blaſ. looſe,p. 45, 46 
phemous Monſter of Supremacy ; but this the Faithful Ser- 
vants of God did worthily and valiantly refit, and hereafter 
© xo other have any colour to take upon them any part thereof, 
either in ſtopping the Mouths of Preachers, e. | 
7th. © He, (i. e.) King Charles I. was now deliver'd up in- Ibid. p. 68; 
to the Engliſh, and kept in Reftraint, until he received His 
- *© juſt Demerit for all His Oppreſſions, Murders, Treachery, be- 
ing Condemned and Executed, Jannary, oth. 1648-9, x 
Y Stb. He, (u e.) King Charles I. was treacherouſly encou- Ibid. p, 63. 
4 ___ « raging the ſriſp Murderers, who by his Authority made a | 
F Maſſacree of many Thouſand innocent Proteſtants of Ireland. is 
| 9th, That in fome Caſes it is Lawful and Laudable for Ibid. p. 39. 
: private Perſons, touched with a Zeal of God, trampl'd by 
 . « < Pyrants, to put the Enemies of God and Mankind, Traytors, 
Murderers, Idolaters, fc, to Death. The Mind of our Re- 
© formers, as to this, is manifeſt both in their Pra ctice and O- 
* pinions. ; I : 33 
10. The more effectually to proſecute the Reformation be- Ibid 9, 1810 
* | ng 25 e eee u eur 
gun, they enter d into Gotenants to maintain and ad dbancde 
the work of Reformation, and to ſtand to the Defence there- 
* of, and of one another againſt all wicked Power, Kc. of 
*- which Covenants they enter d into many very folemnly, (here 
ſeveral are mentioned by the Author) one at Sterling, 1559. 
* binding that none ſhould have Correſpondence with the Queen, 
«. without notifying. it to one another, r. I mention theſe 


0 & — 


things more particularly, ( hs this Author) becauſe theſe ſame 

very things commended in our Fathers, are now condemned in 

* a poor Handful, that would aim at imitating their Examples 

In Renewing and Reiterating ſuch Covenants, rt. And to- 
*. proſecute in the fame Methods of keeping General Meetings, for 

© Correſpondence. and Conſultation. about Common Mutuał 
- Dutioh Tate Dabger, ooo Et 


Had nothing elſe of this nature concurr'd, it were hut Cha- 
rity to think, that this precious Cargoe of Books lei d as be- 
fore-mentiohed, might have been fent over by fomehair-brain'd: 
Corenanter, dy one of the fcatter'd Remnant, as hey aner 

' p ET "IN * * 8 ves. 


[72] : 

ſclyes. But when we conſider, that Mr. Shields the famous Au- 

thor of this Hind let looſe, was made Chaplain to a Regiment 

in Flanders, and admitted a Member of the General Aſſembly 

of Scotland ſince the late Revolution, and that neither the Book 
nor the Author under-went. any Cenſure, by a Synodical AQ 

of that Aſſembly, it gives us juſt grounds to ſuſpect, that ſome 

Project of Popular Reformation, to promote which, this Book 
was writ and Publiſh'd,, mult have been concerted by a more 

conſiderable Number, than that poor Remnant. 

The Second dangerous. Paper, which hath been with great 
Induſtry and Artifice ſpread through the Piſſenters of this King- 
dom, in order, as muſt be preſum'd, to improve and confirm 
them in ſuch pernicious Principles, as are advanc di in chat Bock. | 
is The Solemn League and Covenant, 

But becauſe 1 preſume this Covenant hath been heard of by 
Numbers of People, who have never ſeen it, betore I enter up- 
an the particular Diſcoveries of their manner of ee 
and Publiſhing it, take the following Abſtrad thereof, 


Abſtrad of the E the Noble-Men, Barons, Gentlemen, Citizens, Bur- 
Colewn — geſſes, Miniſters of the Goſpel, and Commons of alt 
in the Kingdoms of Scotland, England, and Ireland, c. 
baue now, &c. Reſolved and Determined to enter into a Mutual 
and Solemn League and Covenant, wherein We all Subſcribe, &c. 
| each one of s for himſelf, with our Hands life up to the Myſt High 
God, do Swear, 
Firſt; That We ſhall endeavour the Preſervatione the Reform- a 
ed Religion, in the Church of Scotland, in Doctrine, &c. the Re- 
| 2 of Religion in the Kingdoms of England axd Ireland, 


Secondly, That We ſhall i in like manner, without reſpeli of Per- | 
: 2 endeauour the Extirpation of Popery, Feen Superſtition, 


” Thirdly, That We ſhall endeavour lee, the Rights a 
Privilegies of the Parliament, and the ties of this Kingdom, 
aud to preſerve and defend the King's Majeſty's Perſon, ad An- 
thority, in the Preſervation of the Tue Religion, &c. | 

Fourthly, We ſball alſe endeavour to diſcover. all Incendiaries, 
| Malignants. and evil Inſtruments, &c. that they may be brought 
40 publick Tryal, and receive condoign Puniſhment. PFifchly, 


2 


| | T 73 ] 
- Fifthly, N ſhall each of us endeavour, &c. that Juſtice may b 
done upon wilful Oppoſers thereof, in manner. expreſſed in the pre- 
rr 

Sixthly, Iz hal alſo aft and defend al thoſe thas enter mts? 
this League and Covenant, in the maintaining and purſuing 
thereof, &c. ſhall all the days of our Lives zealouſly and conſtantly 
cont inue therein, and promote the ſame, &c. and what we are 
not of our ſelves able to ſuppreſs and overcome, we ſhall Reveal 
gud make Eph... ont . og oe ce 


This is the Subſtance, theVerbal Abſtract of the le mn League” 
and Covenant, that accurſed Inſtrument of all our N ational Cala- 
mities in the former Rebellion: And this is what I can prove has 

been Re. printed at Belſaſt ſince the Reyolution, of which there 
have been Two' Editions, the Firſt Printed 4% 1701. the 
Second Anno, 1707. both bound up and Publiſhed. through the 
Kingdom with the Director) and Catechiſms, in the manner 


* 3 { oj * 1 


you find in the Certificate, but now produced. I will not 


poſitivel yt aſſert that Many, if not All the Difſenting Teachers 
d Riling Elders of this Kingdom, are obligedtotake this or 
ome Cyvenant of the ſame nagyre ; ire the Re; 
ſuſpen his. Judgment, till be finds u hat I hall offer iq the 
Third Part, of this Paper, as probable Arguments, That they do 
at this time engage in ſome ſuch Covenant, ar th; : © "var 
I I cannot omit taking notice in this place, of What a late, 
Author ſaith.in the Preface to his Book, intituled cot ion con 
cerning the Morſpip, and Diſcipline, and. Government of the 


C © 17 


Church of Scotland, His words are theſe,” e. 
Ny as for. thoſe of our Neighbour Churches in this J. E. 


* 


* Houſe of God in Scotland, with which their Plous, Wile. 
and Learned Predeceſſors, did once ſo paſſionately defire Uni- 
« ſormity; ſo that whenever it ſhall pleaſe our Great and 
1% Good God to animate their Succeſſors with the like Spirit, 
they may fall about Building, conform to this Pattern: 


This Book was printed in. Scotland, Anno 170g. numbers 


whereof were ſent over. to Belfaſt and Dublin, and Publiſhed in 
this Kingdom 1710. We cannot tell how far this fly and tacit 
- | - 4 25 on $43 Ui & — 55 ; l Advice, 


| } 4 pt 7 ei. ; 


. (Great. Britain) and other iſland I. E. (lreland) who now dif- a Probes. f 


« fer from us, 1. hereby preſent them with the Form of the Frinted, 190 


> 


1＋ 8 1 1 Þ 


Adee, couch N in a Kind of Pra of Priyet, may anftoate this preſent 
Getierarion with that Spirtt, w . xhich their Anceſtors were 
enflamed ; but we may ſay with great 687 ar this Au- 
2 een to hope K. ect, tie they outs About Barld- 
Feen ro io Pattern, which they irt began, fitſt by 
n Hlemn League and Covenant, and then Proceeding to 
her irpation of e aud branch, iti. order to lay 
Ten enden of c ri 
The next Papers I will — ſhall be ot writ by 4 moſt 
Celebrated Author Mr. Ae. Bride, the Non-Juring Teacher in 
Belfaſt. Tuts reputed (may ſay undbubted) Author, in his 
 Animadverſions upon ſome Papers of the Mber of Dromore, 
which bad fi filenced Mr, Boyſe, amongſt other bold ſtrokes, nath 
theſe fold win, Paragraphs, N to che Meridian of the 
Nofthers Diifſeiitets, ſome whereof have been mentioned be- 
fore, © The Bl Bilſiop nad fad in His Paper agaigſd Mr. Boye, He 
. feared, that from their Aber fon to the 'Eccleflaſtical Polity of the 
| Church, whey their Number: gud redchers art, encreaſed, uy 0 
13 | overturn the truly, Apoſtolical- Gougrnmey! * alu 
|  Pid.Animad. Church. 35 which 1705 A De 4 «Re "Ft 
| n *him, Tägt Dome of u us are {6 far fron debe irhigtht 8 
j | 15 ing the 80 Apoſtolical, Governtiie © Church, Utat 
. a) olle with them Overturn'd, ws 8 it out, to. turn 
« iq apather oftheir ow. Nor does he fest only in htsWi es, 
boy , Vances. to de e ble Ho 15 when the Biſhop, ar | 
| e Str ame? 75 ha {aig in His Paper, Muc can 25 
* BY ineſe for build 245 2% fo e Frontiers from the 
n 33% Incuxſions of the Tartars. bis Auth anſwers, Let we are 


— 
— 


ee by 33 good an, Author as himſelf, That that great ag 
es 8 h not keep put t the 47 Tig, from invading that 
„ 1100 ich and, Plentiful Colne in {6 much his Sncceffors 
1 hy have been quiet Pofſeffors'« 0 Fu ever ſince 1659. And not con- 
8 tent with-this Bold Innoxds, he riſes ta ſueh a degree of Inſo- 
N | Tence, as to threaten che wholeLegiffature, to ſet the Presbyte. 
rian Rabble at them, fhould they preſume ro exclude them 
; from Power, Kr. by a Sacramental Teſt, His words as be- 
Ibid, 7. 83. fore quoted in the Firſt Fart, pag. 29. are, If the Nobi- 
oY « Jity and Gentry that are Conformiſts, would be oref-perfiiad- 
. cx ed to forfeit that place, Hep ory now in the —_ of the | 
« Diſſenters, 


— 
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% Diſſenters7 it would be impoſſiplg to induce. Reaſonable 
Men to truſt them in the Time ff War, ho had decei ved 
« them in Time ot, Peace; but we hope the Nobility, and 
Gentry value us and their own Ingereſt more, than, to Heri- 
© tice both to ſome implacable Menger Ceremony. It. ανν 


*' be no prudence to provoke ſuch Multicudes, which in time 


- - Contain, ile regard ſuch Diſtinctions, as in Peace 
** they do. | | 


But how can the Parliament expelt to fare better, than the 


3 * Po 1 0 . 
bed dt 


Laus themſelves, when the ſame Author plainly aſſerts in ter- 


minis, in his Vindication of ;Presbyterian Marriages ;. That Hu- V 
man Laws are fo far Obligatory, as they are Edify 18 And. 31. 
"Ibid. 5. FIR 


Vid. 24 Baok 
Ch, 12. | 


gain, As jor Humane Canons and Conſtitutions, they are Obligato- 
ry, fo far as theyedifie. Which is but an Abſtract, of what is 
laid down as a Claim of the Rights of the Kirk of Sotland, viz. 
This Kirk has Power to alrag ate and aboliſh all Statutes and Ordi- 
aances concerning Eeelgſraftieal Matters, that are found Notſome 
and Unprofitable und agree not with; the Time, or are, abuſed by the 


1K 


0 
110 


People. From whence we reaſonably. infer, that al;Laws, which 


the Diſſenters ſind Unprofitable, are Unedifying and conſe- 


quently not Obligatory ; That were the int in Bower to exert 


het on inherent Rights the Seorumental Lit being an Ulapro- 


fable Law to hem, atd cherefore Unedifying, Word bei % ©'* © ff 


fao Null and Void, and that wie vut any Apprilat ian ot dic i- 
mation to any Judge Civil or, Fac leſpaftical,within:theje ram: 
The noxt pernicious Bott which wos Printed bythe Diflent- 


ers, and indeed which ſeems: to hare bad the gratelt Effect 


upon them; is a Pamphlet intituled -The Pardlel, r Terſte it ion 
f Proteſtantt. This Paper Mas, it hems, -writ:by themoſt Re- 


nowu u Advocate ofithe-Diffemers Mr. Daniel, DN, Printed 


firſtin London in n ſingle Paper, andafter Publiſhed in his Werks. 
I cannot-poſitively afſert, that it was Rę : printe i at Belfaſt, tho 


Lam firmly opinion ãtꝭ was; but can /preye that it Was Pub- 


Aiſhed there withigreat Caution and Secrecy. For it was with 
the greateſt Difficnity; that] could pet a ſight of one / of them, 
When at the ſame time rent Spencer Kſqʒ aſſur' d me, that he 
had ſeen a Lady in Belfaft;, Wife tothe moſt Conſiderable Ru- 


_ Jing Elder in that Place, with a hefe Apron- ful of them, in 


order, 28 mut be preſumid. 10 place hem in prqpet hands. 


9 This 


[ 76 

This Paper was writ and Publiſhed with Deſign, as ap- 
[years by the While tenor of it, to exaſperate the Diſſenters of 
this Kingdom againſt the Legiſlature, and to threaten the No- 
bine aud Gentry into a Repeal of the Teſt, and to exhort the 
'Diffenters ol eiu, to Not Refybance upon che Invaſion of the 
Pretender, or the Inſurrection of the Iriſh Pas ps To prove 
neſt 


-which'I will tranſcribe two or three Paſſages am many. 
1 b In the De edication, which is to no leſs a Perſon than the 
1 eds QUEEN, he tells Her 'Majeſty;(a) That the Diffenters are 
tothe! under the terrible and undeſer ved Mortification of being 
. Folle 4 joln'd with their Capital Enemies the Iriſh Papiſts. He ſaith 
l e further, (6) Ibis hard, that the Diffenters of Ire land ſhould by 
„ e che Artifice, and for the private ends of a'Party, be rank d in 
the ſame Claſs with the Introducers of that Popery, they laid 
: . ., * down their Lives to oppoſe, ad be coupl'd with the moſt 
* Ibid.h 375 327 Dangerous Enemies. of the Kingdom. And again, That the 
3 72 « Diſſenters ſhonl& of all People ef the World, be looked up- 
Fe as Perſons of the ſame Glaſs wirk the Papiſts.- dn 
But that you maj know in hat manner he threatens the 
Legiflature into 4 Repeat of this 7eſ;"and inffuenees the Difſen- 
— to throw off theft Allegiance to Her Majeſty, ifthis Repel 
Ibid. ». 412 Eu Ra; ces cht Remarkable Palldge;” . Hhe A uthot 
4% 0 of theſe Shebrt buitbly deffres In the Nader bf tit whole 
boy ef Hifſedters in fre/an#; mat all theſe Gefitleinen of 
tte Church of Felind; who maf be incl d to acquieſce in 
vue Hardſhips; put upon their Diſſenting Brethren, would 
dai esse 0 do ad uletbe tee Her able 20iexpeRthe 
„ Dffenters wWhoih Time öf- Pence and without Provocati. 
1 are Enacted: — — $'tKnemies; and not 
ien thou ghů fit to be with Pi of'Profit ſhould: be con- 
0 S in ene ot Rebeltion and War! 20. accept of Places of 
Hazard und emburk àn the Defence ot thoſt people, who treat- 
-#,-06:thetti {6 mR And the” 4 man m eafitj fer what | 
che imrend byl this Requeſt i itom e manner in: which it ic 
Wade yetohe tales care in that Paper tobexplain it himtelt in 
| | theſe Words, "which you men find quoted-ar large in the firt 

. Furt ef this Papei) 5e 8e 5 51 Aniidri v1 
Ibid.p " ou) Vere u lf, in Ive lnd ſhould Rebel; and — 
New Maſſarrte; and 3 Fu. 


* Land, 
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[77 ] 
« land, taking up Arms to defend themſtlves, ſhould ſay to 
* the Nifſenters, come help the Lord againſt the Mighty ; and 
* the Difſenters ſhould ſay, No, Gentlemen, we are not fir 
to be Truſted, e. We'll have no hand in it, pray don't 
trouble us about it, e. We are content to appeal to the 


* 


« juſt in the Diſſenters; and whether they ought not to act thus, 
& and to anſwer thus, if ever the Cafe came to a criis? 
 Whatl have (aid before is ſufficient to ſhew the great Effect, 

this Paper has had upon the Northern Diſſenters, upon the in- 
vaſion of the Pretender. And they, who would take the pains 

to compare it with the Addreſs from the Preschterian Miniſters 
in 1708. and with the Conduct of ſuch Numbers of the Nor- 
'thern Diſſenters upon the Pretender Invaſion, may eaſily diſ- 
cern from whence the Spirit, and even the Expreſſions of that 


Celebrated Addreſs is taken; and the great Harmony betwit 


the Principles therein advanced, and the Practice of the Nor- 
thern Diſſenters, upon the Array of the Militia. n et be 

Ihe laſt Papers I will mention, ſhall be thoſe of an Eminent... 
Author amongſt the Diſſenters, and their profeſs d Champion on 
all occaſione: What few Inſtances I will give of this Author's 

Laſolent Treatment hothi of Church and State, ſtall be by ſhew- 

ing in hat manner he bas Tefleted upon our Civil and Ecele- 
ſiaſtieal Conſtitution; without deſcending to any of his Perſo- 

nal Reflections, upon particular Governours of our Church. 


Refleftions' upon the Eecleſigſtital and Civil Cnſti- 
uin taken but of Mr. Boyſe's M ritigt. 


1 O * would think the former (i. e. the ConſermiÞ)look Renardiey - 


AJ © more likePerſons reſolved to Seperate themſelves, P. 149. 

* eſpecially when ties contrive tuch Racks for Men's Judg- 
„ ments aud. Cönſclencks, as the A# of Unijormizy'contains. _ . 
© Intereſt bf the Proreſtzur Religion, to that of a Party, and 9i0-buru,p.25 
* deprive their Majcſties of the Service of one Part of their Sub- | 
* jets, 2s Firm and Steady to the Protefant Religion and Fre- 
_ ©*Feht Sdvernment, as any Mhatfoebe r. | 

3. Nor can we attogether'&xciiſe thoſe, that turn the Ey Lid. Mr Byfe 


EFucbariſt, which is the common Symbol of Chriſtian Com- Lon hd 


© Munion 


World, whether ſuch an Anſwer as this would not be fair and . 1 


2. För they Ci. e. Goformiſts) equally facrifice the common | Viadieation, 


* — 


[521 
© monbh into an Dinpine- for advancing a State Faction, and 
endeꝝwur to confine the Common Table of our Lord by theit 
*Arbitrary Incloſures to a Party. Tis too evident, that Reli 


vo is hereby too far gebatke, toferve mean and unvotthy 
c 


Letter p. 63 4. hope the Churches Unity will be no ed by Pro- 
* teſt ants on ſuch Human Canons, as are not only Unneceflary, 
but contrayy to the 'iChurth's Intereſt-and'Edification, 
Letter p. . 4 If the Laws of Chriſt muſt determine, who are Lawful 
Paſtors; then all Dioceſan \Prelates muſt be caſhier'd from the 
© - mide. of Lawful Paſtors. 
Letter p. 19 6. ThePrefates are guilty of more Hainous Schiſis, than 
this of the Difſenters. 
Letter p;64 65. 7. © They Ci. e. the Prelatiſts) are next to the Papiſts, the 
mn dangerous Enemies of it. For they habe too deep 2 
Ne, For Tincture of their Humour, who make a mighty noiſe about 
l Unity ; but when we are come to enquite where it Jies, 
| like nature, © they mean a Subjection to a certain Gentleman, that.dwells 
| 28 * at Rome, or at beſt to the Clergy, who . in all 
1 f 
8 . — \Corraptions * of the [Chriſtian D orſhip and 
Tum perſuaded, that Mr. Boyſe would hive writ with greater 
motlety Naa the Eſtabliſhed Governinent of our National 
Church; and have been more cautious in his Rxcurſions, not 
only apeinſi the Order, but the very Ferions of out Bithops, 
had he not been conſcious, that it was not -a Time for the 


Church torrefent.fuck; * the r er ta- 

ther in Mr. Ac. Briues Phraſe, Tha F m judge 
it would - be dangerous to ovoke 3 tit ther by 
making New Laws for. e Mt the Church, rn 

the Old ia Execution. 

At the ſame time 94057 ſe could 1 nat . e the 

Condition of che Epiſcop Pike Scotland, if what Mr. 
e Malter Steward bas ay io his 9 ions, 9 in DMs 
Kingdom Anno 1710. be true, viz, T e abolifþed 
ix Scotland by the Third Att Portamens, 16 Ang by the 
Third Att of the Firſt Seſſion of Luten Anne's Pete, It i 
Statuted and Declared High Treaſen, to Aurel, Impugn or Ex- 
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pen Act or Deed to alter or innovate the Claim of Right or any Ar- 


icli thereof. Which. A is an Hedge about the Revolution. Efa- 


bliſhed, for after the ſame was Voted and Enatted, never durſt any 
preſume to offer any At or Overture towards a Toleration-oþBeelacy. 
I would gladly be informed by Mr. Boyſe, what manner of 
Treatment T might expect, had I impugn'd Presby tery in Scot- 
land, in the ſame manner he has done Epiſcopaey in Feland. 
Whether I ſhould not be in danger not only of the Legal pe- 
nalty, which it ſeems is High Treaſon; but of being Rabb''d, 
as great Numbers of the Epiſcopal Clergy were, upon the E- 
ſtabliſning Presbytery in cosland, before they could be brought 
to any Legal Tryal. = | | i 
+  TAQGT YH: 


X Hen the Ontb of Abjuration was enjoyned by Act of Par- 
'V V: liament, the Diſſenting Teachers of the North had it 


* 


has, * 


8 
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under Deliberation, whether they might ſafely Qualifie them- 


ſelves by taking that Oath; - Mr. Ar. Bride the moſt Celebra- 
ted amongft->them,' both for his great Abilities and Authority 
amongſt che People [firſt adviſed them to abjure the Pretendsr, 
but was in ſeme ſliort time after taken with ſuen Quatms 
of Conſtienee, that he could not diſgeſt that Oath himſelf, 
which he had ſo fately adviſed his Brethren to take. This oc- 
caſioned n6iſmall Contention amongſt them; and proveked Mr. 
Maleam d Diſſenting Teacher, to tell him very freely, Na he 


vas no better Than 4 Knaus, ts adviſe them to bobo that Oath, and 


then reſuſs it himſoIf. '* - 


, = There is ſuch Variety of Matter, and ſo many Remarkable 


Circumſtances attending this Fact; That 1 have taken care to 


be as well informed as poſſible in every Particular, And upon 


my Application to Mr. Marres of Bel fat, the principle Actor in 
this whole Affair, I received the full and ſatisfactory Aceount 
following, which in my Judgment gives great light into the 
Diſpoſition of the Northern Diſſenters, who fo loudly deelare a- 
gainſt the Pretender in Words, whilſt they do in Fact counte- 
nance and ſupport thoſe Perſons, who refuſe to Abjore him. 
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A Copy of aLeter fron Weſtenra Warren Efj; 
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a 1 Have the favour of yours, which I have here endeavoured 
1 * to anſwer, and hops I may, be able to give you ſome Sa- 
* tisfaQion, as to your Enquiry about mentioning the follou ing 
Matters of Fact, which ate truly tho' plainly relate. 
About the time when Mr. Mc, Bride firſt ſcrupl'd the Oath: 
% Abjuration, I happened to travel between Carrickfergus and 
« Belfaſs with one Dr. Ferguſon, a Phyſician and an Emi- 
© nent Elder; on the Road we fell intoDiſcourſe of Mr. Mc. 
* Bride. The Doctor told me, that he had talked with Mr. 
Mc. Bride, and asked him the Reaſons of his Refuſal of the 
* ſaidOath of Aljuration; which as I could gather from him were, 
that he thought it obliged Men to Swear, That the Pretender 
* was not King James's Son, and that he had no Title whatſoever to 
© the Crownof theſe Realms; and that he the ſaid Mr. M. Bride 
was not a Judge of Titles; and; alſo obligedithem, as he 
* conceived, to endeavour. to ſapport the Epiſcopal Church: as by 
Lam Eftabliſhed , which he ſaid, he could not in Conſcience: 
do. / Theſe were the principle of his Reaſons, but he ſaid, he 
was adviſed by Friends not to publiſh his Reaſons againſt a 
* Lawin Force. After I had anſwer'd theſe Reaſons, I asked 
_ © the Doctor, if Mr. Mc. Bride had not adviſed his Brethren to; 
* take the Oath > The Dodor owyn'd he heard he had. I further 
2 asked the Doctor, If he did not think Mr: Me. Bride had ſeen: 
and read the Oath, before he adviſed his Brethren to take it ?. 
Fe ſaid, he believed he had. And alſo whether he did not hear 
that Mr, Mc. Bride had met Mr. Mc. Crackay at his Return 
from Scotland, before he declared his Scruple againſt the 
* Oath > The Doctor ſaid, he believed he might. The Doctor 
| * blamed Mr; Me; Bride, ſaid he endeavoured to Convince him, 
but to no porpoſe, and that it was an unfortunate Buſineſs, 
\ | Alfter the Time limited for taking the Oath elapſed, Mr. 
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* Mc. Bride continued to Preach in the Met ing- Houſe at Belſaſt, 

1. in as publick manner as before, and was more countenanced 

* and reſorted to, and by ſome Perſons of Diſtinction, and One | 
| 8 


1 n ar es enn N 9 
* * 7 5 1 18 : h 8 = l 
5 Ie . . n 175 n * n RY ES 
* # » © q Ju, 
1 ä—N—ä44 — ũnͤ—— i. „ ͥ — — _ i * 
* 
* * 


ot more Members of Parliament. 


s - 
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In ſome time after an Information was giv'n in-againſt him 
© by one Ratcliffe, encouraged by Counſellour Trench, (employ- 
ed as was ſaid by the Government), which Information was 
* firſt ſworn before Mt. Winder a Clergy-man, and afterwards a- 
* mended in Form, and Sworn by the ſaid Ratcliffe before Me. 
* Juſtice Coote; thereupon a Warrant iſſued to apprehend the 
* ſaid Mr. A. Bride; but he having Notice abſconded, and 
$ ſoon after with-drew into Scotland. to Glaſcaw, where he was 
placed in a Pariſh and much careſſed; during his Abſeace- 
the Diſſenting Teachers by turns officiated for him in the 
* Meeting-Houſe at Belfaſt, where he. uſed to Preach, and did 
* not place any other in his room. Some Conſiderable Perſons 
among the Diſſenters made ſo great Intereſt for kim, that at 
length they obtained a Super ſedeas from the then Lord Chief 
IJuſtice Hue about the Year, 1705. to the Warrant iſſued a- 
* gainſt him, upon a Recognizance, that he ſhould appear the 
next Aſſizes for the County of Antrim, which he did not do; 
but one Mr. Samuel Smith a Merchant of Belfaſt appeared on 
* his behalf, and excuſed his Abſence, and enter'd into freſh 
* Recognizance, that the ſaid Mr, Mc, Bride ſhould perſonally ap- 
© pear at the ſucceeding Aſſizes for that County, Accordingly 
_ © {ome time beſore the approaching Aſſizes Mr. Snith went to 
Scotland, and returned with the ſaid Mr. Mc. Bride, Upon 
their Arrival they were met and Conducted into Belfaſt; by a 
© conſiderable number of Diſſenters on Horſe-back in a pom- 
* pous and inſolent manner. Mr. Mc. Bride after bis Arrival vi- 
* ſited with great-Chearfulneſs moſt of the Inhabitants of Be- 
* faſt, and at the time of the Aſſizes he went to Carrickfergys, 
and after having appeared in theSbire-Hal for two days toge- 
ther, and Sat on the Bench with the Judge, (before whom the 
Information was taken 12 him) e by, Order of that 
judge on the Third day: diſcharged by Proclamation, without 
being brought to any Tryal at all. And the ſaid Judge being 
ask d, How he came to diſcharge him? Alledged for Excuſe, 
© That the Clerk of the Crown had neglected to bring down the In- 

© formation againſt him. But the Judge omitted to fine the 
Clerk of the, Crown,, or to continue Mr. Mc. Bride on Recog- 
nizance till next Afſizes, at which time the Information might 


+ have been produced againſt bim. {x 09 
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After this ſignal vdr Mt. z. Bride *came to Belfaſt, 


* Replaced bimfelf in his Meeting-Hopſe there, Preached again 
*-puhifelly, and quitted the KGrE;" tir had fn Clzſw. Thus 
continued without - any other | Informart attempted, 
tio be gien in againſt him, People being mth a by the 
© vifivie Favour ſhew'd him. "Ratcliffe does ſay, that he believes 
French was bought bf from Proſecuting further; and that he 
*hitnfalf us lo perſteuted bythe Difſenters of fal, that he 
© wes forced to temove from thar Town, | | 
„ Darſhg' this: whoke Aﬀatc'Mr, Mc. Oben res ched pub- 
teln at ide M#ing-Houſe of Liibure re and with- 
out Interruption, as did-alſo one Mr. Riddall at a Meeting. 
ed, int in the ſaid, County of Antrim. 
the'Paflit ng of a fate AQ foros] the farther Growth 
© of 26 in vhs Kingdoms, which Att contains a Clauſe, That 
© Tivo Juſtirer of Pract in each Connty may Summons to appear 12 
fore them avy ſuſpelted Non- Juror in their reſpetiue Counties, 
and Fender them the Oath o the Cid 4. and on my Refuſal, 
© may proceed again them as al direct. Mr. Spencer 
a — Stent; againſt thoſe ſo Notorious Fe ig 
d Mr. Me. Brige, Mr. M, Crackin and Mr. Riddall to ap- 
* pear before us; in order to tale the Oath of Abjar ation, as the 
bald AQ direfts. Mr. Me, Crackan and Mr. Ralat tho* Per- 
*'fonally ſummons d did not appear, a Mr. Me, Bride abſcon- 
«ded, 8 as he could not be Sum 
IF 'Tis'very emarka ble, that the AB paß KG this time, a 
ba vey: ar the Lord Bilkgþ of "Down's Hufe to.acquaigr. 
„the fate Lotd Chief Juſtice Brodrick, then one of the Judges 
© of Affe, of Mr. Spencer's and my Proceeding with the ſald 
* Nim-Fufors, and defired fg Of hee ſome Doubts, as fo. 
"the Meaning of tha hut part At, to the Method, 
. © of | Stnnfri6eoffh ding with 1005 rbys, the laid 
© Lord'Chitef 5 70 keGexttie & himfelf at firſt 'ffom giving his O. 
* pitiſon, By reaſon, he ſaid, he had not the Act then, bor 
I pelt the Act ont of my Pocket, and offered it to him, 
"ſaid, he was ir Þuſte,” and could nor give his Opinion in an orig 
This did not dicourage Mr. enter and me fr proceedin 
© We iſſued Warrents againſt Mr. A. Cube and Riddal, up- 


* on which Mr, Ae. — if the Kingdom, and went fo 
Scotland, 
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- $eorland, and from thence to Fonds, md Ridatconld not be 
found. As to Me, Bride, he continued'to abſcond, and to avoid 
* ſeveral Summonſes ifſued againſt him, being conceaPd(induſ. 
triouſſy by bis Hearers in Belfſt 5 buy 1 
* Dublit; and Mr. Spencers going For Big land, We zppeared in 
our Abſcnce, and Preach'd publickly "and as 1 am inform'd, 
* continues fo to do. And Mr. A. Crackan ſometime apo re- 
©turn'd from Eygland by way of * Scotland,” i his paſſin g thro? 
Belfaſt, he appeared with a Sword —— Side, as he did af. 
ter wards at Liſhurn, at which Place Having malle ſome ſhort 
* ſtay, he proteeded to come to Dublin about -fourMicriths "0, 
© where I met him ceſtialfy one Evening coming our of the Se- 
© cretary's Office at the Caſtle, he ſeem d ſurprizds but reeo- 
* vering himſelf, told me, he was glad to fee Ge and Tae, that 
© as he the fag h Crat kan paſſed thro” Belfaſt; he had enquired 
ot me, and faid; he would have waited 'on” the! AT ed Been 
c at home. I told him, that Was not to be expected, when he F 
had tefuſed to come to me before on a Summons, to which he 
_ © reply'd, Ah! Sir, can ybu blame a man, when he is ſore preſ- 
> 1 to Retire to fake Advice; but, ſays he, I will wait on you 


Sir, at your Lodgings in Town, upon which I told him here 
J 5 Logg Ole accordingly ewe chere, and meeting 
me, accoſted me i a fſawning manper and in the moſt ſeothing 
terms expreſſed his goop Opinion of my gentle Diſpoſition, 
(in his words) and ſaſd he muſt own, he himfelf had been in 
Exxlaud, taking Advice what todo; and ho to relieve himfelf 
ein caſe heſhould'be Hgoroifly dealt with, which he fad he did 
not expect rom me”; that he had met with favourable Recep- 
tion from ſeveral of the Miniſtry, and Perſons of the firſt Qua- 
«tity, with whom he had been both in Exgland and in this 
Kingdom; and fid afſure me, that it was not the Deſire of 
© the Minictty or Government, that either he, or Mr. Mr. Bride 
or Mr. Riddal flrould (as he cad it) be render'd Oneaſte, and 
| | thoſe Gentlemen, who buſied themſelves againſt them, would 
get more Thanks from the Govermnent, if they would let them 


alone. 1 | 
Some of the Great Perſons, from whom he pretended to 
* meet with that favourable Reception, as he mentioned them, 
* are the Arch. Biſhop of Canterbury, (with whom he faid he 
4 ax As RR 2 M 2 l 5 | = was 
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was three Hours in his Bed- Chamber) the Duke — 
n the, Lord Marton, (who he ſaid was very Civil to him) 
« the Lord Duke of Or mond, and the Preſent Lord Chancellor. 
*, Which Diſcourle of his, with reference to the Miniſtry and 
+ Government, and moſt of the Noble Perſons by him thus men- 
4 .* Yoned, may doubtleſs be deem'd Falſe and Scandalous ; how- 
*ever.L told him, that 1 could not give Credit to what he ſaid, 

that when I came into the Country, I would, endeavour to 
put the Las in Execution againſt Non-Nurors, and leave them 
.de their Legal Remedy. Much more paſſ at the Conference; 
Which. woulg be too tedions, I him three or four times af- 
3 1 in Town, and I hear that he and Mr. A. Bride, and 
Mer. By adall are in the County of Antrim now, and Preach in 

n * their efpetive Mreting-Houſes. 

Mr, Spencer told me, that upon his joining; with mein iu 
ing Summonſes aga inſt the 1 Non. Juror s, Mr.  Clotworthy 
* Upton, and Nr. Edward Bryce came to bim in Carickfergus,and 
called him Honeſt Brent Spencer, and ſaid he had good Cha- 
* raſter: in his Country, which be would lopſe, and get the 
- Name of a High-Fher, if he perſiſted in proſecuting the ſaid 

*. Non-Jurors, ta which Mr. Spexcer;reply'd; that it putting the 
Laus in Execution ago inſt the Pretender, mide a man an Hig/- 
a Fher, he was not aſhamed of the CharaQer, 1 
Ihe ſaid Mr. Edward Bryce tiding with me from the Bi- 
* ſhop of Down's Houſe to Lisburn, the ſame day that I had 

* ask'd the late Lord Chief Juſtice Brodrick's Opinion, as be- 
5 fore mentioned, adviſed me to forbear medling or concerning 

174 telf any more with thoſe poor men Mr. Mc, Crac kan and 

Me. Bride (as he called them); and when. I ſeem'd re- 

* ſolved to do my Duty in putting the Laws in Execution a- 
gainſt them, as Non-Jurors, he told me, that perhaps before. 
Seven Years were over, Gentlemen might be convinced, that. 
eit would have been more for their Intereſt, to have let thatmat- 
ter alone; to which I anſu ered, that I hoped the Intereſt of. 

« the. Pretender would never ſofar prevail here, as to diſcourage 
any Gentlemen of the Church, from putting the Laws in Ex- 

* ecution A him, the Pretender, and * 8 his 
© Friends, 
is certain, that the Refuſal of the Bod) of the Diſtenters 

in the County of Antrim to take the Oaths of R to 
Her 


N 
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Her Majeſty, or to Array in the Time of the late threatned In- 


* yaſion of the Pretender, (of which I gave you an Account in 
my former Letter to you on that Subject) may juſtly. be aſcri- 
* bed to. the pernicious Preaching, Example, and Influence of 
the ſaid Three Non-Juring Presbyterian Teachers in that Coun- 
ty, viz. Mr, Mc. Bride, Mr, M. Grackan, and Mr. Ryddall. 

I have heard, that ſome Diſſenters of Subſtance and of no 
mean Condition, do take upon them to anſwer for the Loyal- 
© ty of theſe men, by offering to enter intoRecognizance of Twen- 
ty Thouſand Pounds for their Fidelity to Her Majeſty, and 
* their Adherence to the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Houſe of 
Hannover, as now ſettled by Act of Parliament, and preſume 
that by this method, they have anſwer'd all Objections againſt 
them on account of their Refuſing the Oath of Abjuration. 

Many Subſtantial Reaſons may be offered toſhew the weak; 
neſs of this Argument; to inſtance but one, thoſe Recognizan- 
© cers for theLoyalty of the ſaid Non-Jurors are pretty well aſſur- 
ed, knowing their Craft, that they will not by any Overt 
act in favour of the Pretender, however Sly their Inſinuations 


may be, incur the Forfeiture of their Recognizances, unleſs the 


« Pretenders Intereſt ſhould be powerful enough to prevail in 
in theſe Kingdoms, (which God forbid) and in that caſe there 
would be no danger to thoſe, who enter'd into Recognizance 
« for the Non-FJurors ; on the contrary it's rationally to be ſup- 
« pos'd, the Non-Jurors Intereſt would be ſufficient to Recom- 


mend their Bail to his Pretenderſhip's Favour. This is a 


long and true Account, as it occurs at preſent to the Memory 
yanuary 16th. 1771-12. Tour moſt Humble Servant; | 


„ ee 
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Mr. Nur ing has been ſo full and particular in this Had, that 
Iknou little can be added to what he has offer d, more than 
ſome Reflections upon the Reaſons, which might induce theſe 
Three Diſſenting Teachers to refuſe the Oath of. Aljurat ion. 
2.dly. Upon the,Countenanceand Protection giv n them by the 
Northern Diſſenters of all Degrees. 


LJ. - 
The Reaſons with reſpect to Mr. Mc. Bride, as appear by Mr. 
Warren's Letter, are firſt, He own'd to Dr. Frguſon, he refuſed 
that Oath, Becauſe he wa mo Judge of Titles, and that he 
apprehended: the Oathi obliged him to Swear, that the Preten- 
der was not King James Sn Which muſt: amount at leaſt to 
this, He did not know; but the Pretender might be King Jamesð 
Son, and if he were, he might have a good Title to the Crown, 
and therefore would not Abjure him. This it ſeems was one of 
the Reaſons, which he was adviſed by his Friends not to Pub- 
liſh, and how far he foltowed their Directions, you may judge 
from hat he told 4 Reverend Clergy-man in the Noceſs of 
Domi, ex poſtulating with him about his Retuſal of the Oath, 
viz, that he would tell him a Story, the Sum Total whereof 
was, That once upon a time there was a Bearn, that could not be per- 
fwaded to bann the Deel, becauſe be did not know, but h tight ſoon 
come into by Cute hen. By all which it Teens, that Mr. A. 
Bride has a particular Regard, not only for the Hereditary but 
for the Indeſeaſeable Right of the Pretender, and is in expec- 
tation of being ſoon in his PowWw er. 
I freely on, I do lay a greater ſtreſs upon what Mr. Mc. 
Bride has own'd in this Point, from the Opimen 1 have not 
only of his Veracity, but Courage to own his Principles, when 
others have prevaricated and denyed them. To confirm which 
take the — — = Wb e ; 
Ft, Wii the Northern Diſſenters were impoſing upon 
l by the popular Amuſements of Drinking Proſe 
fin 46 the fabia Church, and by Dectaring publickly, 
They Rever would deſire the Eſtabliſhment of Presbytery ; Mr. Mc, 
Bride had the Honeſty and Reſslgtion to declare his Sentiments 
in Print, as before ſbewn, by miſhing them i. e. the Legiſlatur 
Overturn'd, bo turm it (i. e. the Presbyterian Government 6 
the Church) on, ta turn in anot her of their own (i. e. Epiſcopacy.) 
Secondly, Wien an Act of Toleration with the Teſt Clauſe was 
in Agitation, and the Advocates for the Diſſenters ſtrenuouſſy 
. did inſiſt chieſty upon the Topick of the great Merit 
the Difſenters from the Crown and Publick, Mr. Ac. Bride 
had the Courage to inſiſt upon the Topick of Danger to the Pub- 
tick, by Preveking ſuch Mulritud-s, and docs in effect threaten 
both Lordi and Cum, if they ſhould clogg ſuch a Tier ation 


— 
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hw 


him, wherenpon | 25. the 
matter, to this his Anſwer was, that on the Pretenders Landing 
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with 2 Swramental Tf, (as before pror d) which he in that Pa- 
per is pleaſed to call a National Peſt. | mY 


- Thiwdly,' When the 72 Clanſe had Paſſed, and the Difſenters 
were evading the Force of it by their Occafroyal Conformity, Mr. 
Me. Briur had the Honeſty and Reſdlution to oppoſe a certain, 
Officer in the Army, one of his moſt Confiderable Hearers, 


eds? to | ani 
upbraid him, that he did not toofe his Comtniffion, rather an | 
. qualifle himſelf by taking the Sacraments! Tft. 


As the Rexſons giten by Mr. Mr; Bride for his Refuſal bf the 
Oath of Abjnration, muſt conclude him in the Intereſt of the 
Pretender : So it will be evident, that Mr. Mc, Crackan acts by 
the ſame Principles, And this will appear, when we reflect, 
that he was the Perſon, that influenced Mr. Mc. Bride, in their 
Conference held upon Mr. Mc. Crackan's Return from Scotland. 
Again it muſt be remembred, that the Reafon given by the Diſ. 
ſſenters of Zitburn for their Refufal of the Oath, was the ſame 
with that given by Mr. Mc. Bride to Dr, Ferguſon, viz, God for- 
bid that they ſhould Swear, that the Pretender was not King James's 
Sn, by which it is plain, they were influenced by the Game 
Perfon, viz, Mr. M. Crackan, he being Teacher in that Diſſent- 


ing Congregatfon; but it ſeems, he has given an other Reaſon 


himſelf tor his Refufal of the Oath, which concludes againſt 
him, as directty as the former, viz. He would not abjure the Pre- 
tender, leſt he ſhould abjure Divine Providence, This I can prove 
by a Certificate fign'd by the Reverend Mr. Ratcliffe, a Perſon 


of Credit and Veracity, who undertakes to make it good, ſhould, 


Mr. Mc, Crackan he deny it. 


have never yet heard the Reaſons given by Mr. Rilda# for 
his not taking the Oath of. Abjuration, but I here offer ane Fact 
with reſpect to him, which may give us grounds to ſuſpect, that 


he alſo. acts upon the very fame Principles with his Nu- ring 
Brethren. ' The Fact Certified by Brent Spencer Eſq, is as follows, 
viz. That Mr, Riddall came to the Houfe of Mrs. Jackſon of Wa- 
terfoot, (= ſhe afſured the ſaid My. Spenſer } with Piſtols before 

# being ſurpriſed, deſited to know what was the 


all Non-Jurors were 26 be taken up, nd that he world defend 
nel; but that le kept dr of all Publick Roads, ty prevent his 
e eee ee 4h rare db. hav 
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As Mr. Ridda followed the example of Mr. Mc. Crackan in 
his Refuſal of the Oath, ſo does Mc. Crackar at this time fol- 
low the example of Riddall, in Riding Arm'd thro? the Coun- 
try in an unuſual manner. This occaſions no ſmall Speculations, 
and indeed conſidering how prone the Presbyterians have ever 
been to follow their Spiritual Leaders, even in their Carnal 
Enterpriſes, it ſeems, as if theſe Incendiaries had a mind to 
unbind thoſe Hands, which it ſeems they had ty d xp, and un- 
ſheath thoſe Swords, which they had pad lock d, (as it was 
phras'd) upon the Invaſion of the Pretender; and that Mr. A. 
Crac kan, who durſt tell his Congregation, that he thought this 
Government had no Good in their Eyes towards them, may be pre- 
ſum'd to have no Good in his Eye towards the Government. 

That you may know in what manner, theſe Non-Juring 
Teachers were countenanced and protected by the Northern Diſ- 
ſenters of all Degrees, and other Perſons of Eminent Station, I 
refer you to the following Undeniable FaQts. | 

1ſt. Theſe Three Perſons are till continued to Preach, Two 
of them in the moſt Conſiderable Diſſenting Congregations in 
this Kingdom, viz. Beli aſt and Lisburn, they neither have been 
Diſplaced, Suſpended from their Stipends, nor Cenſur'd by a- 
ny Synodical Act; Hut when obliged to fly from a Legal Pro- 
Rey, had their Turns ſupply'd by the Neighbouring Preſ- 

teries. OL AIST I LY: 6 

! 24ly, Mr. Mc, Bride having taken Sanctuary in Scotland up- 
on a Legal Proſecutioq in this Kingdom, was Re- call'd to his 
Congregation by Mr. Sb, a Ruling Elder, Merchant in 
Belfaſt, . purſuant (as I am informed) to an Act of Presbytery, 
and conduded into Belfaſt in great Triumph, attended by num 
bers of People of all Degrees, and this while the Suit was ac- 
rually depending, All which appears by Mr. Waring's Letter. 
adh. Mr. Me, Bride upon his Return was countenanced in bis 
Preaching under ſuch Legal Incapacity, with the preſence of 
One or more Members of Parliament, - notwithſtanding. the 
Reſclution of the Houſe, Anno 1705. in theſe words, Reſolved, 
That Saying Maſs. Preaching or why in Separate Cungregati- 
ons, by Per ſons that have not taken the Oath of Abjuration; and 


Hearing, Maint aining, and Countenaucing ſuch Perſons, tends to 
Defeat the Succeſſion of the Crown in the Proteſtant Line, and to 
Encourage and Advance the Intereſt of the Pretended Prince of 


40. It 
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Wales. 
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_ Fourthly, It deſerves our particular Regard, that the two 
Worthy Gentlemen, who thought themſelves oblig?d to put the 
Laws in Execution againſt Non-Jurors and Jacobites, have not 
been only Sollicited to deſiſt from their Proſecution, | but even 
Threatned by: Members of Parliament, one, that if he proceeded 

he would looſe bis Friends; the other, that before Seaven Years 
he might be convinced, he had better have let the matter alone. 
Fifthly, Mr. Macbride the moſt Eminent of theſe Non-Juring 
Teachers, is not only continued a Member in the Presbyteries. © 
. and Rrovinical Synods to this day, but a Truſtee alſo inthe Pa- 
tent for Receiving the Royal Bounty of Twelve Hundred 
Pounds per Aunum, as was proved by Aeſtenra Waring Eſq; * 
before a. Committee. of the Houſe of Lords. #1 Sb 
. .Sixthly, The Earl of AMercorn a Privy Counſellor of this King- 
dom, greatly Offended, that fuch a Stumbling-Block ſhould lie 
in the Way of the, Honeſt part of the'Preſbyterians; reſolved to 
remoye it by having the Laws put in Execution, againſt theſe 
Mn-· Jurors, if they would not quit the Country, after having 
Competent Warning. In order whereunto his Lordſhip pro- 
cteded with that Tendernefs; as firſt ta give them private Inti- 
mation by a Member of Parliament Inhabitant at Belfat, that 
if they did not withdraw in three Months, his Lordſhip thought 
it his Duty to take ſuch a Courſe as would Compel them toit, 
fometime after this Notice given, that ſame Gentleman was 
pleaſed Occaſionally to Communicate to his Lordſhip a Letter, 
importing. Mr. Macbride s and Mr. Mar Cracken determining 
not to quit their Habitations, as not being Alarmed at his Lord- 
ſhips, Officiouſneſs, whereupon his Lordſhip repreſented the 
matter in Council. . 85 
Seventhhy, The whole proceedings of the Judges in Mr. Mac- 1 
brides Proſecution, - Iryal and  Acquittal, ſeems (from what > = 8 
Account Mr. Waring gives) to be ſo very Extraardinary, that I. 8 + 
4 purpoſely decline Animadverting upon it, fearing that my Ex- i 
curſions might carry me too far, both with Reſpect to them and th 
my ſelf; however, thus far I will venture to Affirm, that had . 
not thoſe Non-Jurors met with that Countenance, Protection "i : 
and Support from all Degrees of People. both Diſſenters and o- | 
thers, thy would never have inſulted the Laws as they did, nor 
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have Inffuenced ſuch Numbers of the Common People to follow 
their Examples, in refuſing tlie upon the expected * 


of the Pretender. be 
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Ewill cloſe my Reflections upon this Fact with one Obfer- 
vation, which I make not only with the utmoſt Tndignation but 
Amaſement, that Men could have a Degree of Aſſurance equal 
to ſtand it. | | {cpa 

The greateſt part of the Eſtabliſſied Clergy of Ireland, with 
Numbers of Worthy Gentlemen who are their profeſſed Friends, 
and zealous for the Intereſt of the Church, ſuch who have Ab. 
jured the Pretender, and have been moſt Active in oppoſing; his. 
Envaljon;, and Influencing the Conformiſts to array and take che 
Oaths, when others declin'd both. They who are alfo in Actu- 
al Poſſeſſion of all Offices of Truſt and Profit, and carr expect no 
further Security for what they poſſeſs: than they actually Enjoy. 
Theſe I ſay are the Men who are Stigmatiz'd with the Names 
of: Jacobites, called Friends to the Pretender, and Enemies to the 
Succeſſion of the Crown in the Proteſtant Eine, whilſt at the 
ſame time the Perſons who are pleaſed to aſperſe them with 
ſuch: Apellations are ſuch, who either have refuſed the Oath 
of Abjuration, or who Avowedly Supportand Countenances thoſe. 
uo do: who upon the late Invaſion of the Pretender, declared. 
they neither would take Arms nor adviſe their Brethren to Op- 
poſe him, and who at the fame time, upon the Foot of 'the 
reſent: Eſtabliſhment, are excluded from all places of Truſt an 
. Poke and can never expect Employments from the Crown, but 
upon the Pr of ſome future Rexolutio. 
Theſe are the Untainted Zoyaliſts from their Known Principles, 
whoſe Words muſt be eſt. more ſaered an the Oaths: of 
ſuch as they are pleaſed to call Facobites, altho*” firarn 'Ene- 
wies to the Pretended Prince of Nan Theſe are the Aſſer- 
tors of the Doctrine of Reſiſtance to the Queen upon any pre- 
tence, which they ſhallthink ſufficient, and the profeſſed Adyocates 
ſor Paſve Obedience to the Pretender, whom they refuſe either ta. 
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PART. IL 


The Hiſtorical Account of the Behaviour of the 


. | Difſenters of Treland, given in the Firſt Part of this 


Paper, being Illuſtrated and Confirmed by an Enu- 
meration of ſome poſitive Facts well Atteſted. 
I proceed t an Enquiry inte ſeme Fails Preſumptive, 


and Highly probable, which may prove Dangerous to 


** 


* 
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UE firſt Preſumptive Fact I will mention ſhall be, that we 
1 have ſeveral Reaſons, which may give us ſufficient Grounds, 


"Eirſt, Becauſe it muſt be allowed;that they are from theirPrin- 


_ ciples oblig d (when able) to extirpate 1 as a human 


Inſtitution; and to enter into all Methods for a far- 
ther Reformation, and the - Ereftion of the Presbyterian 
Government, as a Divine-Ordinance ; ſo that abſtracted from 
any ſuck Covenant actually enjoin'd to be taken, they are Ante- 


of the Pre ibyterian Kirk, and their Obligation to prefer a 
vine, to a Human Ordinance. | , . 
Secondly, They are obliged by the Rules in their Directory, to 


tale the | Covenant before they are admitted to Officiate in 


the Congregations to which they are called, and to for the 


Churches as United in that League, which Directory is ſtill 


Publiſhed and in uſe amongſt them, nor has any point thereof 


been Repealed, or any D made, againſt their 3 
Ws 2 | Non 
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) Vide Di- tion to the whole, in their Synods or Aſſemblies. The two Paſ- 
rectory for ſages relat ing to this Point are; Firſt, In the Directory for Prayer, 


33 it is ſaid, to pray for the Propagation of the Goſpel, and Ring- 


at B:Ifaſt, dom of Chriſt to all Nations. &c. the fall of Anti Chriſt &c. 
page 334+ for the bleſſings of God upon all reformed: Churches, eſpecially 
Vide Dire- upon the Churches. of England, Scotland, and Ireland, now more 
Qory for O, Serif an Religiouſly United in the Solemn National League 
qunation W. and Covenant. Secondly, In their Directory for Ordination it is 


r 3% id, be that is o be Ordain'd &c...muſt Aldreſs himſelf to 


the Presbytery, aud bring with him a_Teſtunqnal of his taking 
erer Era Progr prom 
Thirdy, We find that in the very laſt Editions of their Dire- 
ory and Catechiſms, Printed at Belfaſt; this Solemn League 
and Covenant is inſerted, and Publiſbed through the Kingdom, 
as fully Proued. Pa. 92. 96. | 


Fourthly, Altho* the Publication of the Covenant with their. 


Directories hath been loudly exclaim'd: againſt, given great of- 
fence,, and rais d violent Suſpicions that the Covenant was ſtill 
taken; thoꝰ ſecretly by their Feathers if not their Ruling Fl 

ders, yet they never would give the leaſt SatisfaQion, b 


U 
Synodical Act in this point, but inſtead thereof, when the Br 


top of Dromore, in his Paper againſt Mr. Beyſe, had ' plainly: 
told him what Apprehenſjons oy Nee that the Presbyters- 
arr Teachers took the Covenant, Mr. 


— 
> . 


no. 
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1 93.1 „ 
no ſince whaf may be, may not be, ſo far the Biſhops donbt is 
unteſolved, but to mend the matter, he proceeds and tells him 
he believes he may be Miſtaken; for their Zeal for that, as it is 
4 League with England, Scotland, and Irelund, ſeeing that as 4 
League, &c. It was impoſſible but he muſt know, that the Bi- 
thops fears were, that they were Zealous for a Covenant to ex- 
tir pate Epiſcopacy Cc, inſtead of denying, which, he ſays he 
believes he may be Miſtalen; for their Zeal for that Covenant 
as a League with England, &c, hich does not infer, but they 
may be Zealous for it, as a Solemn Oath: to, and Covenant vi 
God, to extirpate Epiſcopacy ; but he ſeems to me rather to 


and tells us, that 46 a League it can haue 0 farther Obligation 
on them, than Leagues: formerly: bad with France, obliged Eng. | 
land, fence the French w40/ated them. Now: Ideſireto be reſolv d 
by this Gentleman, whether when the matter of any. Covenant 
be of it ſelf Neceſſary, and Obligatory. by the Command of Sod) 
and for the more eſſectual Obedience ſo that Command; ſeve- 
ral Countries ſnhauld enter inte a League, to promote|an univer- 
fal Obſer vation thereof; I ſay,” I defirs; to he reſoly 
upon the Eailure of one Party in that League, the 
upon the other Party ceaſes;- this I preſume he is 
rant to aſſert, and yet he Anſwers the Biſhop, b. 
Parallel, betwixt the Ancient Leagues wi 
which were purely Conditional a ee Obligatory than 
as they were Mutually kept, Whereas the Covenants edter d into, 


to extixpate Epiſcopacy; Root and Branch, and Ere 11 


drawing 4 


tery, and further a Reformation, are all: of Eternal Obligation? 


to all Preſinteriani, from their Priticl les, Anteceden to, and 
Abſtracted from, any Conditional Leagues, e of them 
- which can be made); and therefore to ah npartral Mam vð | 

conſiders, it; this -pretended Anſwer th the gs doubts und 
fears, will amount rather to a Confcſhon” than a 

Fact with which the Biſhop Taxes them. © 


* 
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the Church of Ireland be in a molt” e Condiiey 8 


ſhould tlie Number of ſuch Avow'dand Sort Enemies to Her 
Hierarchy, and Diſciptine,” increaſe for a few Tears more, in 
proportion to what they. have done for ſome time paſt, by being 


Prop m by 
permitted to Erect their Conventicles, ſettle Teachers i'alF C 


191 


bligation, >» 


o 
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imply it, when he pretends to Explain the Matter more fully, 
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_ of the aſſem- Ang, irh the ol Aſperſion of the overthrow of the Municipal 


* FidArch Dea · K 0 their General 
FidArch el f any Proſecution Jhould be of any Difſenting Minifer, for bir 


tles, Towns Corporate, and Populons parts of the Ringdom, 
form Pyechyberiet, Hold Synods and Exerciſe Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 
ri{dittion as has been ſnen ? And taking all theſe Facts as they - 
Rand, can any reaſonable Man ſay, is it not highly Dengerous 


to Traſk Power in their Hands, when we have ſuch Grounds 
to ſuſpect that eheir Teachers ( are the Directors of their 
People) have entered imo their Old extirpating Covenant ? 
Would ir not be Highly expedient to require ſome Publick 
Affurance (Which they never yet would give) that they do not, 
Mthetr Teeter Aſfemdiies, bind their Elders with fore ſuch So- 
(4) vil. Ads lemi Ofths,as former, when they (4) were mot hung ſhaken in their 


DIY, f. 215 Lappe the Nation, with which Hhely Covenant mas'branded? For 

| dart, I think it prudent in tem to give ſuch Aſſurances 

| of they be Innocent; )'and neceflary for us to demand them. 

Ang hothing but a Conſciouſneſs of their Guilt can be pre- 

ſum' d, to hinder them from making a Publick Regulation in 

their R i the Points before mentioned, from Abjuring 

Fis. Solemn that accurſed League and Cobenant, and Tearing it out of all 

League and the FAftighs of their Catechiſms, which makes it a Religious 

Corenant Duty to Refiſt the Supreme Magiſtrate in his Defence of any 
other Chutch Government, but that of Presbyrery,” 2 1 - 
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- PHE Second Preſumptive Faft is, that they have Com- 
I men. Funds raiſed amongſt their People, and kept in 

Bank, to defend uy adyances, they can make upon the, 
|, The-grounds for this Preſumption, are firſt; we find (as be- 
fore mentioned) they have decrecd in their General Synod, that 


tons Infor- Aarrying contrary to Law, the Suit ſhould be Supported out 
mation be- copmen Stock, And as a farther Proof, I have bon 
fore menti- h Reverend Mr. James Hamilton of 1 770 a Perſon of un- 
ddqubted Credit, that upon the Miffion of Miniſters ſent to form 


the 
by 


Conventicles in ſeveral Towns of this Kingdom, particular- 
Iv at DA9GHED A, Mr. Henery Hamilton the Pregbyterian 
Teacher at Donaghadee, Preached a Sermon at Bangor for a 


liberal 


© DR. 

> + >, 
by 4 
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7 en 
fiberal Contribution for the Frontier Service, (as he erpreſß d it; 
in Terminis,) it is evident that no private Cler gy. Man whoſe! 
Rights they Invade, is able to bear up | againſt! ſuch Publick: 
Funds; one Suit gain'd in Her Majefties Courts here, is made 
a Precedent through the Nation, and | concludes all in the like 
Caſe, who are not able to carry their Appeal to the Houſe of 

Lords of Freland, or to the Queen S Bench in England. 

It is juſtly to be fear d, that the Royal Bounty of 1200 J. per 
Amnum./ is no made a Fund to Plant and Propagate their 
Schiſm, in places where the Numbers and Wealtk of the Diſ- 
28 not been ſufficient to form a Conventicle or ſupport: 
4 Teacher. | op 1h og eee eee 

For it is certain that their Miſſions to Galway, Kinfale,Belttyy- 
bed, Eneſtorthy, Drogheda, &c. have been made without any Calk 
from the People, and conſequentiy they muſt be Subſiſted by 
ſome Publick Fund; till by their Planting aud Watering (as they! 
Phraſe it,) they have raiſed up Numbers ſufficient 20 ſupport 
them. And accordingly Fam Credibly inform'd, that the pro- 
ent Miſſionary to Drogheda, was by a Synodical Act at Belfaſt 

.. laſt Year, ordered 18 J. per Annum, towards his Subſiſtance in 

% ð ö 2+ bs 

It is matter of the laſt Wed a well wortk the Ani- 
madverſion of every true Church-Man, to conſider the Powerfyt: 
influence of this Fund ſo apply d: How far this has already 

injur'd the Eftabliſh'd Aumch, 8 100 Learn d by computing 
the Numbers of Meeting-HouGs Built, and of New Conven- 
ticles Eretted in 1 ſince the Late Neyelution. 
The Qusen hath in her Letter to theGonyocation of Een 
20MMAa them to think of me Meaſures, which , may be 
factual for FF) C averſion of the Triſh Pap N br foo 0 
Aud the Layer Houſe have Reſalv'd, that in order there- 
unto lt will be neceſſary. to have an Annual Fund, for the ſupport 
ca Number of Orthodox Miniſters; duly Qualifted to Pesch 
ds the Popiſh Natives in their un, Language, By which it ap- 
pearð that at the ſame time, when the Eftabliſh'd Church wants a 
; Fund for the Converſion. of the Natives from Fopery, the Diſſen- 
ting Teachers are by a Penſion on the Eſtabliſhment, enabled to 
peryert the Conformiſts to Prester). Nee en e 
Ihe Houſe: ef Commons ſome Years ſinee did Vote, that 


12000 per Aunum, to be an unneceſſary Branch of the Eftabliſh= 
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ment, wiſely obſerving the Manifeſt Miſa application thereof, and 
foreſeeing the Dangerous conſequence baving that apply d 


to diſturb the Peace of the Church and Kingdom, which was 


Originally granted to ſome of their Leading Teachers, upon 
their Promiſe to inform the Government of the Deſigns and 
Motions of the Covenanters, then in Rebellion in Scotland, and 
to have a Watchful Eye over their own Congregations, in the. 
Northern part of this Kingdom. 

may venture to ſpeak with eater Freedom in this Point 
ſince the Legiſlature have Enacted the Diſſenting Laymen of 
Freland-. inca of Offices both af Truſt and Profit, And 


how the Diſſenting Teachers deſerve ſo much better than their. 


Ley Brethren I cannot ſee: When at the ſame time it js mani- 
ſeſt, that 1200 ll per Arnum, in the Hands ofcthe Leadets of 


any Faction, wherein, no particular Perſon hag:a peculiar Pro. 


Na is 575 to Fs, Dr dt among, 50 ws a 
than 12000 l. per 3 vided am 
to Ner- Dane | | an; 1-2 400mg 


Tar Nuit Minifteis of the North of and: have 
in my Opinion made the who Body of their: common hc 

2 ſo Dependent upon them, that they are entirely in 

ower, to move and direct 3 leaſe, and one len 


Spring which anch influence all fer: Wheels in their 
Political Machine, is the Certificates of their Minifters, -and the 
manner of Managing them”; For it is ſo contrived,” that there 


is not one of thei Commori People, who dare change his Ma- 


ſter; or remove from one place to another, but le mul ech 
to the Diſſenting Miniſter for a Certificate, and that under ſuch 
ſevere 5 77 which neither the Laws of God, or Man do 
juſtie; For if they produce not ſuch Credentials, 3 ä 
ven to underſtand by their Teachers in their Publick amens, 

(as they. call it ) that they will not be received into Precbyteri- 
an Families; that they are to be Proſecuted as Vagabonds, and 
ſent to the Houſe of Correction; for the Proof of which I 
here inſert an Affidavit, taken before two Juſtices of the Peace 
in the County of Antrim, t the- Wk Wkereof I have in my 
Hands. | Can. 
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The Sima of John White; zue. 
the 24005 1 178, at Belfaſt 


« dy Pearhlied' upon Oa Faith; has _ 

* * left his Matter Robert Walli, the, reafon why he 

- "Jha pet a, Pitchare ſtom him. was, 4 bete he did appre- 

ee ee for any Te 115 that of the 

byterian ers Cert er of the Pari whence 

be came, br a l Ma PE DEE 
to che Niiniſter, to get 2 the faid Ca road y him, that 


Ihe knew of uo her cates: given to. BG, or requir- 


ed from them, and "than wo has known many of them, that he 
« knows.that Servants from whence he &me dare not quit either 


6 * Maſter or Paxiſm without ſuch Certificates; becauſe they 


— 


— 


„and are inſorm d, and do believe that they wou 
1 5 be Hired or Em ploy'd i any other Pariſſi without fiich 
Certificates but be Pie cu by te EHers, and othersas.Va-- 
donds, that with without the ſaid ertificates they would not be 
4 Aimee Members of a Congregation, or to receive on: 
© crarttent; as they do believe, and are informed... Co Ihe AE 
This Deponent farther faith, that at the Zxaminin 3 
-< which times the Servants pray, ſhew theſe, Notes; one 
L Sammel Shannon the Presbyterian Miniſter in Portaferry, did 
ply declare to the People, that except they had their Gon 
cates Signed by him, upon their leaving. the Fariſh, they- | 
« al not only be den d Admittance into any other Con- 
ation, and to the Sacrament, hut that they would not 
755 mploy d: as Servarits, but be turned out of ſuch Pariſhes | 


were they went, when it was known that they: wanted ſuch; 


Certificates. And farther b b gs 
Jon W. bites 


| Jura Coram nobis 
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Rob. Leathes, Ker | Toe: es 
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To ſtrengtben the force of this Affidavit, and to new how 


great ſtreſs the Common People lay on theſe Certificates, I here 


Sub. Join part of a Letter ſeotto em a Worth Cle - 
Ke the Does of N a e 


2 Y Man cs er 1 


. on, 44 ation th the matter of Cer- 
e if ſeems 2 that aA noms look Wpon 


them as neceſſary upon all Occafrons, and the want f them t: 


more Terrible, than permitting their Children to Dye Unbaptized. 
And this you may Judge by the foloming Fat: Lhad, 7 - 


to be at Caſtlereagh, about Eight Months ago, in the. Pari 
Knock were I am. concerned, at 4 time when: one. James 
ball anew Born Iufaut in the 10 of Des 25 For 1 . Tired 
by ſome that were, 4 to Jend for me 77 B, 
Md iuclinable to 


it, but was obſerv' d te * e ide by. one 


| 1 the Elders, who was they in the yer a N * 52 . 


not frßher any one to call me 

n 12 1755 hour's e 99 1000 5 7 77 5 fo 
Place ajore wir 89 Tar 15 erſo 

; Ge a 45 2 | . i an . 455 


2 'F Bu ts Alwine 2 deu hunt ty 4 wat To wY 1 the e is 594 


TOY e; 1 Ys. he, 


Child, 5 


2777 tobe 4 99 71 2 8 
it; for rf id, 1 ſhould 


— om the Elders In cafe I thoſe me S to 5 


remove out of this Pariſh into anne... 


5 (> 


1 þ N 9. 
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15 am x Reverend Sir, arne humble Servant. 
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Jo confirm this Fact, I do appeal to George M* Cartney 


Eſq; whether when he was Magiſtrate in Belfaſt, ſeveral 


perſons have not been brought before him to be Proſecuted, and 
ſent to the Houſe of Correction, for wanting ſuch Credentials, 


whether he has not often told them how inſolent a thing it was 


in the Diſſenters, to apply in ſuch caſes to a Magiſtrate, whe- 
ther he has not diſmiſted the Proſecuting Elders with ſome Re- 
ſentment, and told them he would not have the leaſt regard to 
ſuch Certificates, I may add to this with great Truth, what 1 
preſume will) not be deny'd by the Diſſenting Teachers, and 


Ruling Elders of the North of Ireland, that they refuſe the 


Communion and to baptize the Children, of ſuch Perſons who 
want theſe Certificates, this I can prove Home upon them in 
. ⅛ ˙r! ed CE 

It muſt be allowed, the Original and uſe of Certificates is very 
Ancient and Commendable, but when ſo managed, as to make 


the common People entirely Dependent on the Presbyterian - 


Teachers, in all things both 'Temporal and Spiritual; it may 
prove Dangerous ; and place a Power in the Hand of ſuch Per- 
Tons, who when able to Exert it. may apply it to à very evil 


Purpoſe, - And really as the matter is now managed, it ſtems to 


me the moſt refin'd Arcanum, of all their Political Schemes to 
gain an abſolute Power over the common People? This may 


effectually terrifie ignorant People, MEL Conformiſts, from 
Settling amongſt them and may be the. gr 


Scotland, ſince the late Revolution, ſo-few of chem have con- 


formed to the Church Eſtabliſhed,  * | 


This may alſo put many of the poor Tradeſinen, and La-. 
bourers, who live in Towns where the Pregbyievians prevail, 


under a neceſſity of procuring ſuch Credentials,*#d'which they - _ 
cannot be Entitled but by frequenting we in order 
where there are more conforming Tradeſmen; and Servants 
than they of the Chutett Eftabliſh'd are able to Employ, ſuen 


* 
* 


to get their Subſiſtance amongſt them, ſo that in 


poor People are Actually in a ſtate of Perfeeution, for their Con- 


ormity to the Church; when by an Attifteial management of 


1 * . 


theſe Certificates, they are reduced to this Dilemma, either to 


leave perhaps.the place of their Nativity ; their Friends and R. 


. __ lations, or to frequent the 3 to Qualifie them for ſuch 
— af 1 1 4 1 8.0 


»Tertifcates 


nay, be the. great" reuſon, Whf a- 
mongſt ſo. many Thouſand Families, who have come ger from - 


2 


A 


| Certificates, from the Prechyterian Teachers : And it is greatly 
to be ſuſpeſted, that this Artifice has not been the leaſt reaſon, 
of Sinkin , and Depreſſing ſuch Numbers of the old Conforni- 
ing Families in the NI, ef Ire}and : Many of | which have 
bee unaccountably worn'd'ont of their Leaſes, and oblig d 
quit thoſe Farms, which have been ſo finely ror wy 7 
wan of their N gs ret W 


— 


—_ * 


not the Leg ture Sr Spes with the Tel 
Hale as a Fence againſt the Incroachments of the 

Difſeenters, the Presbyterians would in all likelyhood have ſpon 
wrought 7 1 0 into moſt of che rations of this nn 
dom, and inſenſibiy Wormed out the Conforming Burgeſſes, 
8 Fre ramen till they had obtained a 490400 
the e Kagan, aud choſen ſuch Magittrates, 

and ſe L 5 — ſuch Repreſentatives to Faxliament as would 
bel rVISE... 
In what manner and by what Degrees the Diſſenters wrought 
thro i 22 the 4 aahagers of ſo oy of the Northern 
rations wie Years, Libewed full) in the firſt Part of 
2 am what I have there ove: . would glad- 
reſalved ke Legrre in Political Apithemetick in * 
e Veats the Difſeuters. of Hrlaud g 
e and 12 00 Sr Rn 5 | 
jofity of "MG 
PT, kajority c TOE 15 rs ing 20 3 
755 h a Fomputation;;ca 17 8 made, 
oY” * SEE eee SOS ordin ii Dj 
a is at Presbytery 4 nance puri vine, | 
| 16. 2 * that- Oe muſt A #6 1 — lies nee 'Eftabfifh- 

. ed Goyernment of the Church, and Epiſcopacy; (5) .Extirpated 
230. * > Ha EHP ra 1 2 2 1 eech LMS and 
Cid. Rep. an (c) Higuity N * 2 a Majority 
| 2 the Com. gf 8 would enter into any 1 10 diet the 
ere ien, Fublick till they obtain'd their Io 1 

* . » Secondly, Subjection and Allegiance to prince being, found; 


t 4. 
e Ae the Ts of ME Frinces to the King: Cit, 
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Crit (i. e reyhytery ) and in their (4) Defence and Maintaiuniie ( v 
of the ſame, all Duty and Obedience to ſuch Princes muſt be N 


Null and Void in their Defence aud Support of any otlier Church tie Third. 


— % 


Government but that of Presbytery. This was the Caſe of King 


James the Firſt, King Charles the Firſt, and King Charles the i 


Second, with reſpect to the Allegtance of their Presbyterian 
'SubjeGs, and this Principle is ſupported not only by the Coven= 


ant, but by ſeveral Acts of the General Aſſembly of Scat land. 


Thirdly, It being an inherent Power in the Kirk to Abrogate 
O all Laws which are judged Noſome, unprofitable, aud not to a- - (37. Book 
gree with the Times, or are abuſed by the People, It is to be pre- of Piſcipling 


ſum'd ſuch a Majority in the Parliament, would not expect the chop. 12 


Ceremony of a regular Repeal of ſuch Laws as the Kirk ſhonkd | 


declare Null and Void, were matters judged Ripe for an At- 


tempt of a thorow Reformation. This the Caſe in Fact in 
Seotland in feveral inſtances in the Reign of King James the 


Firſt, and King Charles the Firſt and Second. @ 245 


Fourthly, (6) The Kirk claiming alſo an inherent Right to In- (5377 agar 


termedle in all Points relating to War and Peace, it is to be ſemblies page 


\ - preſumed, ſhould the Presbyterian Kirk invade the Prerogative 480. 431 Ce. 


of the Prince, they would never allow any Attempt of the Letter to K. 


1 C. ad from the 


Princes taking up Arms for the Recovery of ſuch Rights, and W ; 


that ſuch a Majority in the Parliament would be determined by $,,,1,94, Au- 
the Kirk in that Point, ſo that in all likelyhood their Prince guſt the 6h 
and -Laws would fare no better than Epiſcopacy, this we know ibid. 649. 
was once the Caſe/in Fact from the ſame Friaciples, and wu 


rectiy and expreſſy, in her Preface to the Book of Diſcipline viz. rod. 


de) We muſt diſtingu.h betwixt the Kirk's purpoſe and in- 5porſwood. 


r ae Ti rc. of 
1 pontion in erer) particular, and the poſſibility to Perform and ihr 57 5a 
ic practice the fame as Circumſtances concur, from whence we any ry i 


may reaſonably. coticlude that when erer the Circumſtances be- vid. Cluren- - = 
Ment do concur; then the Kirk having arrived to that d.. 


poſſibility to perform what is required, her Members are then Vid. Ads 


- 


— 


General Af. 


the Caſe is not the fame at . the. Kirk informs you di- vids. 
ace 17 


- 


- oblized to follow her intentions in every thing and Practice ac- ſembiy page- 
cording to Inſtructions under the Penalty of Excommunication, 276 and 44. 
this is certainly-the Fundamental Principle of Kirk Diſcipline, ſee farther 
and has been ever purſued by the Kirk, when ever her Lay — No wy _- 
Members were able toxfollow the rg 0 e FRE. OT 
. et I canclude with the account of uch 
n And nee” 1 * * 11 a Preſumptiys 
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L 102 5 
Preſumptive Facts as I can at preſent recollect, and leave you to 
Judge how far I have proved them highly probable, and ſhewn 


| * the Conſequences thereof Dangerous to Church and State, 1. 
1. . will eonclude with a Remark or two, which are applicable to 
3 | the whole I have here offer d with Relation to the Diſſenters 
= , n 3 „ | 
; That Phiſitian muſt be reputed. more ſafe and fair in his 
_ Practice, who prevents a Feaver which he fore ſees growing in the 
{ x on Body from remote Symtoms, rather than he who will defer the 
-_--  >Curetill it riſe to a Criſis; for however the latter may con- 
| - © —. - ©  - -Culthis own Credit by Quenching a Flame more than by 2 
1 - + .-+ , _  *ting out a Spark, yet it is evident he neither conſults the Eaſe 0 


eee futon 445 7 | 
It-i5 to be fear'd that ſome of our Political Phyſitians do pur- 


3 5 ; 
ll ES ſue the ſame Method of PraGifing upon Yody Politick by 
bo, permitting a growing Faction to riſe to a Nead. They may 
5 | rhaps have ſuch an Opinion of their own SKIN as not to trou- 
dle themſelves to enquire into any remote Symtoms which ſeem 
| do preſage a Feaver in the Nation, if they do this in order to 
N Aiinflame their Country, and-raiſe a Civil War,, they are to be 


| | _ -Arrain'd as the Common Enemies of their Country, if they | 

0 permit theſe. Seeds of Rebellion to riſe ſo high from a Conſci- 

_ 5 oOnusneſs of their own Skill to put out the Flame, they are baſe 

| . A. and unfair Practitioners, who would ſhew their Skill tho at the - 

f TE expence of hazarding the Common Wealth. '. -. 1 

| | There is no Man of common Senſe in the Nation, but muſt 

| bbſerve how ſome Eminent Men, who are profeſs d Members 

| of the Eſtabliſh'd Church have encouraged the Diſſenters of 

 - 2 this Kingdom in their Invaſions, both of our Corporations, 

A4 and Congregations, and diſcouraged the Eſtabliſh'd Clergy in 

. aAlll the faint oppoſitions they could make, how they have Spi- 

; rlited up a moſt dangerous Faction, which whatever they may 

© © - - think, we have great reaſon to fear they are not Conjurers e- 

j . nougzh to lay, when they have once raiſed thein. 25 

ö I” I Cannot avoid inſerting in this place an appoſite Paragraphout 

„ of Biſhop Bancroft's Book of Dangerous Poſitions, writ upon 

1 the very ſame Subject with this Letter, in which he diſcovers 

__ All the Pernicious Principles and Practices of the Diſciplinari- 

i GE ans, in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, in ſo evident and con- 

| ES -  * vincing a manner, that he left them ſelf Condemned and un- 
capadic of making” a Rep. Por. 


—— [ 103] 8 | 
For my own: part, ſaies that Divining Prelate,I would not 
* have urged matters of this fort, were it got that I think in 
my Conſcience it is more than high time that her Majeſties 
faithful Subjects ſhould learn to know theſe Practices, and 
„with all to beware of ſuch Sectaries, as under their many 
„both Gadly and Goodly pretences, do thus Seditiouſly en- 
©. deavour to diſturb the Land, and the rather alſo I did it, be- 
cauſe I fee thert are divers who will needs Hood-wink them- 
<, ſelves and flop their Ears with the Serpent in the Pfalm of | 
£ purpoſe, becauſe they would gladiz- have theſe things mo: wy 
_ * thexed up, for hereby it will be apparent to our Poſterity, 
_* that/it any ſuch Miſchiefs which God forbid, ſhall happen 
< hereafter, they were ſufficiently warned, that both ſhould and 
might in good time have prevented them, and withal it 
- ©, Would then be found true which! Liuy faith,Urgentibus Rem- 
© publicam Fatis Dei et hominum ſalutares admonitiones. .ſper- . 
nuntur. When the Lord for the Sins of a People is pur 
<* poſed to Punith any Country, he bindeth the Eyes of the 
Wie, ſo as either they ſhall negle&-or-not perceive thoſe Or- 


Aeinary means for. the ſafety thereof, which very Simple W. 
or Babes in a manner did cally. foreſte, , which Judgment kk 


pray God turn tar freun, this aud all other Christian Lands 
and Kingdoms, _ © nb He e bes Ie © 
I could with great Exactneſs draw a Parallel betwixt thoſe 
Ancient and our Modern Diſciplinarians, and ſhew the great a- 
greement in all the Lines and Features, betwixt the Old and NEL ESD 
maſterlyOriginal of that AncientArtiſt and the Modern draught, _ I 
which I have attempted in the foregoing Sheets, but Lha ve [4 
not time now to purſue it, and do earneſtly remommend the . | 
Perſual of that excellent Author, and defire you may compare P © 
the Features and Reſemblances your ſel Fg 
1 will not here enquire into all the Fatal Predictions which te 
Diviners of that Age wrote, and the Completion of them all 
in the following, but if you will look into the-Hiftorics ot our 
Nations, in the Reigns of Queen Elizabeth, King James, & c. 
= = you will find that the Diſciplinarians in thoſe Days, began in 
| paths which their Brethren in the Succeeding ages purſued, till 
they proceeded. paſt all the bounds of Laws Humane and Divine. 
You may obſerve how they then began by preſſing upon the 
difficulties of the Prin ce, urging their way by conceſſions, 2 
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2s Yaar Walen in his Life of Mr; Hooker juſtly renerhed; 
Admoni. 


_ © they advanced from Tender and Meek Petitions to 


tions, then to! Satyrical Remotiftrarices, at length having a- 


ken the Eſtimate bf their ſtrength, durſt Threaten the Bi- 
- - ſhops, the Queen; and Parliament, So far did they proceed 
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in the Reign: of Queen Blixalerh; and it is wonderful co 


imagine how they were ſo ſuddenly and effectuallj elt, and 
kept Quiet; after all their Infults: ard prtiaps we [lioald hate 
been till Ignorant of the Remedy of thoſe Evils, had it not 


Vid. Mc. - been for the Eminent J&itorian Doctor Burger, prfert Bit 


Hookers Life of Sarmm, who has 2 to us the Specifick for that kind - 
| | in the Body Politick, the Receipt yen have in 
d Preface we che ſecond Volum of his Hiſtoty of the Reſorma- 


by A. al. of Beaver rim 


. 4 


tini-i1:theſs wards. 5 ad 27 


/ 


"oh 


Vide Bur: - Queen Blizaberh's: rift enjoining Uniformify, making 


ae#'s Hiftory 4 ſome Turbulent {ſpirits Examples, countenancing the Clergy 


Fa 20 o, Jon ly Ponce her Diyn, upd if ber Sucerdors lun hel the 
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— magna ſpecially. A. B. Whizgift, and the ſincerity and watchful 
. .. © neſ6 of the Council and inferior Officers, preſerved the Na- 
Tabs $' of Government wich like ſteadineſs of Hand, the 
+ _ > © * Nation how Head-ſtrong ſoever would never have run int 
ee deſperate Confuſjons from which nothing but the hand 
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